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r HE only Dedication [ ever mods 

| 8 0 was to your Grace's Noble Con- 
ſort, at that Time Lord Marquis 8 
Al = 75 of Nermanby: As bis generous 
TY Protection of a then Virgin Muſe 
gave him an indiſputed Right to that Tribute 
of my Gratitude ; ſo the Nature of what I now 
moſt humbly lay at your Grace F 


eet, intitles 


the ben 57 Pickin chats Ie } NY 
ately, to the Patronage * this Book. A Vin- 
dication of the Injur'd alone, would be a ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon to juſtify my Choice of your 
Grace : It being the Buſineſs of the Great, the 
Generous and Good, to protect the Wrong'd 
and Oppreſs d. But your Grace is under ſtron- 
ger Temptations of being pleas'd at the Juſtice 
J have endeavour'd to do to the moſt Injur'd 
of Princes. In this Attempt, I have the Sa- 
tisfaction to have ſo far ſucceeded, as to open 
the Eyes and undeceive great N ambers of well- 
meaning People, who were not his Enemies 
through Malice, but by the Misfortune of not 
knowing his Virtues ſooner, If your Grace 
concurs in the Opinion, that I have done any 
Juſtice to his Memory, it will compenſate for 
all the Pains I have taken, and be the * 


Satisfaction, and Honour, to, 


M ADAM, | -S 
Your Grace's 
| Moſt obedient and 


nioſt bumble Servant, 
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x T bas been a received Maxim i in ; all 
4 Ages and Countries, not to write - 
K the His TORX of one's own Times; 
Kg Truth, too bright and dazzlink, 
' like the Sun, can only be ſafely 
look 1 on 5 the Diſtance and Miſt of Tie, 
when the Rays are rebated proportionably to the 
Weakneſ, of Mens Sight, and the Paſſions grown 
cooler make them more unconcern'd, and 70 
partial Judges even of matter of Fact; 
this Reajon, the Author has let theſe Papers hi 
cover d with Duſt theſe 6 Years, till every 
Perſon concern'd in the Tanck mention d 
Was remov'd from the Stage; Decency and 
good Manners to the Living, ſeem to exact this 
Condudt, but the Proverb, in mortuos nil niſi 
bonum, only regards civil and private Life, 
and is not ta be 1 77008 71 publickh Affairs, 


| | where _ 


The PREFACE. 


* „ Pollerity are to be inſtructed, . ac- 
quainted with Truth, which ſurely may be 
Jpoken of the Dead, without giving off ence to 
the Living, or elſe there is an "End of Hiftory : 
The 2 bas been jo very tender in this Pot : 
as to avoid, wherever be cou d, the mention 0 
+ Names, leaving that to Annalifts, and Combi- 
lers of Chronicles, who are obliged to the laſt 
Exatineſs; nor has be taken leſs Care in theſe 
Reflections to fling the Faults of the Leaders in 
general Terms, without Names, on the whole „ 
Party who ſhared the Guilt, and fought under 
W their Banners, that the Number of Shoulders 
Fo might make the Weight of Reproach the light- 
ih er ; for no wiſe Mar will pick himſelf out in a 
ö Croud, unleſs be is. ſo particularly pointed at, 
= as not to _ _ aken : If theſe Papers are 
|. received with 1 Jame EM oe and Imparti- 
I ality they were written, the Reader, it is 
£ hop'd, will be entertain d, and the Author ſuf 
——_— requited for the Pains he has taken. 


I  Avgaſt 7» 1734. IE. =. 


Fo 11 of the KINGS 90 


England, from the Co Aον Ss T to che 
REvorurfox. 233 


The Norman Line Eo 


William I. | 

William II. 1 5 8 
Henry I. 
A it 


The Saxon Line reſtored, 


Hewy I. 
Richard l. 1 

„ 8 
Henry III. 5 
Edward I. 
Edward II. 
Edward III. 
Richard II. 


Lanceſer Line. 
Henry IV. © — 


Henry V. | | 12 
_ 8 129 


— 


FI” © 
= ++ -. — 
P 


— — 
. 


. 
l 


* = c 8 e Wye - * LF , La + 


a ; 
$7 > % * I % . 1 25, 
+ . þ "> OS rs oy Line. 
, , 5. * 5 — * 7 
2 ; 1 * . 
, 1 8 45 ö * 


* 8 $ -xf 
* * * 8 : * ; x p 
2 1 # K l * > BE he 
— * 5 gr. y « . N 
= E - 4 =P . CSE Weg 
* , 6 * * — * * 


F I . 
Baud 42 4 3» - as 15. ys . * n i . * * Fg W4, *.4 
Ty V. © 
Richard II. | 
« 6. 7 * * * f 8 * 
2 ? FEES A SF AT: FH. 10A: 1 | 
= 


22 G1 T2 The Families United. 


r 


* —— ws -. 
© OR _— an 
2 Wor % 8 — 7 


. 


OE 


2 
— 
— 
£8 
e 
. 


— 
— 


N 4< * 
- ov #7 4 7 
* — * 
_ 422 


8 1 
: 7 


ef. 4 + WW wa 


We 


4 


= Henry VII. 
|. | Hewy VI aun af 
fi Mary „ 


= Elizabeth „ 
4 5 . 5 5 b F 
KS 


h . Dh The two Kingdoms united. odge. 


110 
| F anmes 99107191, 9:11,4 KINRE SO 1 # 202 


1 ; 55 
0 Charles II. : on 
| James "os 85 | 8 258 


: 
N x LY 
1 * 4 iS 8 * NV — 
1 ; > * ** 1 \s 
1 — i : 
s . 14 dds 1 
#1 * k * 4 124 
x 

ti ; E I 
15 SIS. * 
" * > * WF 22 5 


* e 
a rA 


oy . 


- 
* 


| « - 1 ; LAS ix l , . 8 


„ ä ä 1 Nei > 


. A % 


OS ma 
= . 
Ws En e 


ky — - : 

/ Fa = l 

/ 78 ” * 
= N ny 


- 
— y - 
% 
— 


— b *( N Ne % N 

„ CE ASS. A 

N N COD > > ut) 
DIS 


* 
— 
— 


— 2 


SHORT VIEW 


OF THE 


1 „„ = 
ENGLISH HISTORY. 


Sxcrion I. 


= 21nd and Scotland, joined together, 
make without diſpute, tho* not for 
Extent, in all other Reſpects, the - 
moſt conſiderable Iſland in the Uni- 9 
verſe: As in Winter the warm Va- 
pours from the neighbouring Seas permit not the 
Snous to lie long unmelted; ſo in the Summer the 

conſtant Breezes and frequent Rains, by rebating 

the violent Heat of the Sun, always preſerve a 
„„ EE Verdure 


© 
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2 A SHORT VIEW 
Verdure unknown to the more Southern Climates 
in the one Seaſon, and the more Northern ii the 
other: So that the Iſle of Great Bri tain lying to- 
wards the End of the temperate Zone, from 30 
| Degrees to almoſt 6 o, owes the Mildneſs of her 
Air to the Accident of Situation, being on all Sides 
| | ſurrounded by moſt bountiful Seas, which, not 
Wl | content to defend her from external Dangers by In- 
| vaſions, add to the Happineſs of this Security, not 
only the Conveniences, but the Pleaſures and Lux- 


uries of Life. 
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As this Situation renders us ſecure from the In- 
ſults of others; ſoit cuts off our Hopes of ever ex- 
tending our Empire abroad, by reducing us to ſuch 
| CTi.ircumſtances as King James the firſt ſaid of him- 
8 ſelf in unweildy Armour, That he could burt Nobody, 
| and Nobody could hurt him. To this Security from 

Abroad, and great Plenty of all Things at Home, 
i | - are owing in a great meaſure our frequent Diſſen- 
1 fions and Civil Wars, an Account of which will be 
the chief Subject of this Treatiſe: But, before we 
| enter into that Detail, it will be neceſſary-to make a 
=_: ſhort Inquiry after our Original, and ſee from 
| hence we came. : 


| Id this Diſcoſion ſhall leave the Etymology of 
. the Word Britain to the Deciſion of learned Anti- 
; quaries, among whom the excellent Cambden ſeems 
to carry the oreateſt Weight and Authority, who 


rejects the fabulous and abſurd Suppoſition of 4 
 Trgan 
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1 rojan Prince called Brutus, whom ſome Writes 
have reported to be the firſt who planted this Iſland 
With People: This improbable Story was firſt in- 
vented by the lazy Monks in the dark Age, when 
the Ignorance of Mankind made them capable of 
| believing any Abſurdity, that was impoſed on them 
byy theſe Drones, whoſeem'd to have nothing elſe to 
do, but to deceive the World: Nor has this fooliſh - 
Vanity of deriving a Pedigree from the Trojans 
been peculiar to the People of this Iſland, for other 
Nations have had their Share of this Folly. Burt 
to return to our Argument, the moſt probable Con- 
jecture is, laying aſide the forc'd Etymologies 
from the Greek, that the firſt Inhabitants were ſo 


1 called from the Word Brith, which | in the Britiſh 


: Language ſignifies Painted : Now, it being noto- 
rious that the firſt known Inhabitants had a Cuſtom 
of painting their Bodies, both to defend them from 
the Cold, and, make them appear more terrible to 
their rem it is highly probable that the Greeks, 
from this Brith, coined their BRETANNI A, 
which Name they tranſmitted to the Romans, who 
were not acquainted with this Iland till ſome I 
after the Greeks. 


5 leaving theſe Uncertainties, the Names 
of Nations being as dark and unretrievable as their 
Originals, we find the firſt Account to be rely'd 
on, in the Commentaries of Julius Cæſar, an Au- 
thor of unexceptionable Credit, to whoſe Relation 
of his Expedition into Kent I refer the Reader, and 
= B 2 _. ſhall 


4 'A SHORT VIEW 


- ſhall only infer from him, that the ancient Britons 
were very ſavage and uncivilized, Neceſſity. not 
having yet inſtructed them to defend their Bodies 
by the Invention of Cloaths, nor ſo much as to 

_ build Houſes againſt the Inclemency of Heaven in 

Winter; Cæſar informing us, that their Towns 
were only Trees cut down, and intrench'd about, 
to ſecure them from Surprizes by any ſudden Incur- 
ſion of their mes: 


T HA r the ancient Britons were deſcended from 
the Gauls is hardly to be diſputed; of this Aſſer- 
tion, the Reſemblance of Language, Manners, Cu- 
ſtoms, and Religions, is an irrefragable Argument 
j beſides, the Sityation of Britain being nearer to 
0 France than any other Part of the Continent, it is 
highly probable that at firſt Mankind, when ſo 
1 very raw in the Art of Navigation, ventured upon 
the ſnorteſt Traject, when they truſted themſelves 
on an Element, with which they were ſo little ac- 
„ | - quainted; not to mention that groundleſs Suppo- 
1 ſition, that this INand was annex d to the Continent 
1 of Gaul by a Neck of Land between Dover and 
Boleyn, but broke aſunder by the Violence of the 

1 Sea, as' tis reported Sicily was from Italy, If this 
f . Conjecture ſhould be true, it is moſt probable that 
theſe Changes happen d in the great Deluge, when 
þ - in that univerſal Concuſſion of all Things Nature 
| was disjointed, ſo that the Face of the Earth, which 
we now ſee, ſeems but the Ruins of the antediluvian 
_ World, 
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World, according to the Opinion of a late learned 


en Ou has writ On this rs” 


Ty 


As this Vicinity to \ Gaul ecnfirtns: the Probabi- 


lity of the Britons Extraction from that People, 

ſo the Eaſineſs of the Paſſage alh along preſerv'd 
the Correſpondence between the two Nations; the 
Gauls, ſending their Children to be inſtructed in 
the Precepts of Religion by the Britiſß Druids, 
became ſo well acquainted with the Britons, that 
they were the firſt People who were able to give 
the Romans an Account of this Iſland; upon which 
Information Julius Ceſar, fired with the Hopes of 
conquering a new World, firſt form'd the Deſign 
of an Expedition againſt the Britons, whom he 
found to differ very little from the neighbouring 


Gauls, but in the Roughneſs of their Manners: 


This Inhoſpitality and Averſion to Strangers, 
which Horace denotes in the People of this Hland 
ſeventeen hundred Years ago, Viſam Britannos 
2 feros, ſeem to remain in the Natures of 
the common People, not civilized by a good Edu- 
cation, at this very Day, notwithſtanding they are 
a different Race. This Conſideration has made me 
often reflect, whether or no there is not ſome oc- 
cult Quality in the Air of every particular Coun- 


try which may diſpoſe the reſpective Inhabitants 


to ſuch and ſuch a Genius, and Temper; it is very 


probable the modern 7:alians, notwithſtanding they 
have very little of the ancient Blood in their Veins, - 


by reaſon of their Mixture with the Goths and Van- 
dals, 


6 A SHORT:VIEW 


dals, nevertheleſs by living in the ſame Climate, 
approach nearer to the Nature and Temper of the 
old Inhabitants, than any other People whatſoever: 
The French at this Day, tho a different Race of 
People, ſeem to reſemble very much the ancient 


Gauls, in a great many Qualities; ; and the Saxons, 
by coming into this Country, ſeem to have added 


| to their own natural Fierceneſs the e of 
Wl jj 1 the old Britons. 


a Tux Government both among Gauls and Bri- 
ons reſembled very much, theſe Nations being 
broke into petty Kingdoms under their ſeveral 
Royolets; a Polity the moſt natural to Mankind, 
in which the wiſeſt, the braveſt and the ſtrongeſt, 
mm being elevated by theſe natural Advantages above 
1 tthe reſt, challenged the Pre- eminence of conducting 
* the People in Time of War, and governing them 
1 in Peace; this was the Civil Economy, into which 
il Mankind fell of courſe, when they found the abſo- 
i | ' Inte Neceſſity of having ſome Sort of Government, 
W i! to avoid the Inconveniences in a State of Nature : 
We find this very Form in America, and other 
Parts of the World at this very Day, where Man- 
kind are only guided by the Light of Nature ; but 
git in more civiliz*'d Countries, where Men have given 
BY up Part of their Natural Liberty by entering into 
by Compacts, they are obliged to pay the Obedience 
$2 they promiſed to ſuch Particular Perſons and Fami- 
my lies, 
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ther Captains of Tribes than Princes, did this war- 


like People bravely defend their Liberties againſt 
the beſt diſciplin'd Troops in the World, ; under 


the Command. of the greateſt Man alivez who 


ſeems rather to have diſcovered, than to have con- 
quered Britain, which was not reduced into a Ro- 
man Province, till a conſiderable Time afterwards, 
in the Reign of Claudius Ceſar : But the Britons 
did not eaſily reſign their Liberties; without a vi- 
gorous Effort and Struggle to preſerve them; 
witneſs the many Overthrows they gave to the 
Roman Legions, eſpecially under the auſpicious 
Conduct of their invincible Amazon Boagdicea, who, 
by the repeated Victories ſhe ſnatch'd from the 
Conqueror, almoſt extinguiſh*d the Roman Name 


in this Iſland ; till at laſt, by a Reverſe of F ortune, 
being reduced to great Extremity in a Siege, and 


one of her Daughters raviſn'd, ſhe could no longer 
bear the loſt Honour of her Houſe, and Slavery 
of her Country, but by a manly Reſolution with 


her own Hands put an End to her glorious Life 
not more like a Roman than a Briton. 


_ ABovurT 500 Years was Britain under the Power 
of the Romans, till, the Empire being invaded on 
all Sides by Deluges of barbarous Nations, the 
Garriſons planted in the Northern Parts to aſſiſt 
the Britons againſt the Pi#s, a moſt warlike and 


cruel Fropie, were recall'd to defend the Empire; 
upon 
» 


? A SHORT VIEW © 


upon which the poor Britons, left deſtitute of Suc- 
cours, and unable to reſiſt the Fury and Numbers 


of the Enemy, were at laſt forced to call in the 


Saxons, a People of Germany, to their Aid; an 


Expedient equally as dangerous as blowing up a 


Ship to preſerve her from being taken, the Truth 
of which will be demonſtrated in the Sequel of this 


Story. 


T nx perfidions Saxons had no fooner expell'd 
the PiFs, but they caſt a longing Eye on the Coun- 
try they had defended ; at firſt they had a Corner 
of the Iſland given them as a Remuneration for 


their Aſſiſtance in expelling the Pilis; but, not 


contented with the Portion aſſign'd, they reſolved 
to have all or none; and taking Advantage of the 


Weakneſs of Vortigern the then Britiſh King, who 


falling in Love with the Daughter of one of the 
Saxon Leaders, had married her, ſent over into 


| Germany for more Forces, which, being arriv'd, gave 


them ſuch Footing in the Country as never to be 
driven out afterward by all the Efforts of the Bri- 
tons, notwithſtanding the prodigious Courage of 

Aurelius Ambrofius and King Arthur, who left no- 


thing unattempted to relieve their Country; but, 


tho“ theſe two Heroes acquired great Vctories, 


the Fate of their Country was too ſtrong to be re- 


ſiſted; the perfidious Saxons obtain d by Treache- 
ry what they could not by open Force, for they 
inhumanly murder'd the Britiſb Nobility on Saliſ- 


* Plain at a Banquet, tho* met upon the pub- 
lick | 
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hack Faith; of which Treachery remain as Monu- 


ments, to this Day, ſeveral Stones of vaſt Bigneſs, 


ſome laid a- croſs, and others fallen down by 


Length of Time, ſuppoſed to be erected on this 
Plain near the Place, where the Britiſh Nobility 
were buried after this cruel Aſſaſſination. 


Tnzsz Monuments are lock'd upon by the 


ignorant common People thereabouts as the Effect 


of Magick, for which they have a Tradition, that 
they were convey'd to the Place where they now 
ſtand, by the Art of Merlin, a famous Britiſh En- 
chanter ; that which ſeems to give Credit to this 


Belief of the People is, the vaſt Bulk of the 


Stones, which are too heavy to be brought far, by 
any Carriage known in that Age, which we muſt 


ſuppoſe very rude in Mechanicks, there being no 
Quarries of Stone, whence they could be brought 


within. a great Diſtance ; beſides, they tell you, 
that it is impoſſible to number theſe Stones; but 
this is certainly a Miſtake ; the Difficulty of the 
Numeration arifing from the confus'd and irregu- 
hr Order in which they lie, as my Lord Bacon 
obſerves in Opticks, Pluralitas Partium, ubi Ordo 
beſt, inducit Similitudinem infiniti, ac impedit com- 
Prebenſionem : So the Stars, by their confus*d Ap- 
pearances, have made the Ignorant of all Ages 
conclude them to be innumerable: But the Difficul- . 


ty is to anſwer, how theſe vaſt Stones came thither; 


but this Queſtion will fall to the Ground, if we 
fubmit to the Opinion of the Judicious, that theſe 
. Stones 
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Stones are not natural, but artificial, and ſo con- 


eng made upon the Place. 


PE oo 


As for King Arthur, he was certainly a great 
Hero, but has had the Misfortune to have his true 
Actions ſo brew'd with the Fictions of the legen- 


dary Monks in thoſe Times, that we, not know- 
ing how to ſever the Truth from the Romance, 


are apt to diſbelieve every thing that ſeems in the 
leaſt improbable ; ſo that the great Actions of the 
Prince ſuffer in * for being ift ill e 


Ar rx the Deceaſe of alt; two great Men, 
Aurelius and Arthur, the Affairs of the Britons 
declin'd daily; ſo that after ſeveral bloody Con- 
flicts between the Chriſtian Britons, and the Hea- 
then Saxons, the former were forc'd to retreat from 
all the level and fruitful Parts of the Iſland, to the 
barren Rocks and Mountains of Wales, where 


they defended themſelves for ſeveral Ages with 


wonderful Gallantry ; ſo much is Liberty with. all 
brave and generous Minds preterable to Riches : 
The Saxons, being thus Maſters of the greateſt 


and beſt Part of the Iſland, divided the Country 


among themſelves according to the Cuſtom of the 
Gothick Nations, every one having an Aſſignment 
in Land, proportionable to the Share he had in the 
Enterprize : It has been a great Diſpute among the 
Learned, out of what Part of Germany theſe Sax- 


ons, the ang of the preſent Engliſh, came; 


there can nothing be certain concerning a barbarous 


People, 


8 : . — 


\ 


People, who, having no Letters among them, till, 


after their Conqueſt of Britain, they grew ci- 
vilized by embracing the Chriſtian Faith, could 
conſequently have no Records of their Original ; 


but tis the moſt probable Opinion, that they were 


not any particular Nation, but a general Collection 


of all the lower Germany, eſpecially thoſe who lived 
neareſt the Sea, and ſo came acquainted with Ma- 


ritime Affairs, by a long Exerciſe of Piracy: 
To theſe were join'd the Futes and Angles from 


the Cimbrick Cherſoneſe, now called Jutland and 


Holſtein, from which laſt People the Angles, Eg- 
bert the firſt Monarch, who reduced the Heptar- 
chy, commanded the Country to be called England, 
tho* the preſent Welch, in the Britiſh Language, 
call the Engliſh Saiſſons to this very Day. 


THE Saxons were ſome time employ'd in form- 
ing themſelves into Governments, and dividing the 
new acquired Country into ſeveral little Kingdoms; 
when the Church of Rome, at that Time truum- 
phant in the Succeſs of her Miſſions, ſent Auſtin 
the Monk into England, whoſe Preaching had that 
powerful Influence as to convert EZthelbert King of 

Kent to the Chriſtian Faith, and all his People, 
who in thoſe Days were generally ſo civil as to be 

always of the Religion of their Prince; the reſt of 


the Saxon Heptarchy ſoon followed the Example of 


Kent, and were converted. The fierce Temper of 


this Northern People being mollified and ſweet- 
ened by the mild Spirit of Chriſtianity, it is 
c Es — Rn. 


* — 5 
80 
0 OR. . AID wewpeaerenayttggs 0e ne n : Wer gp 4 
* 8 | Py — 


1 ho - 2 py F 
ern A "0 A ? 4 en * * bs . 8 " : f 1 a 
by — C ey! 85 a e. © me 2 p % . 7 2 5 * Ke 3 . . _ vs d K - * 

* . 1 : 7 v, fo 3 » F — 2 * = » wn - vets 4 *. * 22 — 
weer 2 1 — 5 rr. er es Was. rr d * 

N 5 5 * * ©. Send do E 4 g 4 8 ** n 8 4 39.8 8 1 NN R 7 8 e 3 3 > 
& N - - ihe ra GS 2 RA 9 B Los 1 e 29 * 6 $8; 2 r Ar x a>; 2h? * e wo ' 2995 r 4 7 1 t N by 

N ; " n 5 5 . * _— - dn —— * 3 1 — 8 * „ 1 1 1 WAY 8 — 2 1 8 233 5 og 

% "I 4,40 _— f _— \ ** : —_ * * l — doth. as th act 1 PROP 1 * 5 A COR ys, DA 8 1 pre; bo _ i. by * pre hs 9 3 - 1 
| \ P * 4 \ | 3 
7 * — ' — a wy 


re 
to 


x S a 
eee e eee 
* — 


1 


r Wet 5 
. 
a 


oo „ Re GET — 
3 By. © My 


222 


3 II'S 
„ nnn atol. 


. 2 * 


1 
Sw Ter 


Ns 


- * I * * MI 4274 
1 ** In 6 Uſer? N 
r 456 os Þ - rn 


prone, hints Oo A _—— 
"Ly 9 4 


12 A SHORT VIEW 
incredible with what Ardour and Devotion they 
fell to building Churches, and founding reli- 
gious Houſes, as if now, by an Exceſs of Picty, 
they would make Amends for the Pillage and Pro- 

| Phanation of Chriſtian Altars during their Wars 
with the Britons; not in the leaſt apprehending, 
that their Poſterity would raviſh away, and ſecula- 

rize thoſe Portions, which their Devotion had _ 
propriated t to the n. of God. 


Bur it was not - long alive they had embraced 
Chriſtianity, before they began to degenerate from 
thoſe Principles, which the firſt Impreſſions of that 

Religion had infuſed into them; they now wal- 
„ low'd in all manner of Luxury and Debauchery, 
"' .. and in their mutual Diſſenſions fell into horrid 
Treaſons, Murders, and Uſurpations, which pro- 
vok'd the Divine Vengeance to excite another 
Northern Nation, infamous for their Cruelty and 
1 Piracies, to chaſtiſe them for their Impieties, and 
1 7 retaliate the Injuries and Cruelties which they had 
11 offered to the poor Britons in the Conqueſt of that 
Wil: e 8d Theſe were the Danes, not only the Inha- 
1 J. <bitanty of the preſent Denmark, but a collected 
. RNabble of all the Northern Nations out of Scandi- 
5 | navia and Norway, from whence thoſe terrible 
Ew People the Normanni came, who in their Expedi- 
= tions, contented only to pillage the Coaſts of Eng- 
it land in their Way, ſettled themſelves at laſt in 
| Neuftria, which Name they changed into Norman- 


if | .  &, having by the meer Terror of their Arms ob- 
„ | tained 
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tained that Country as free Gift from the King of 
France: Not long after, thoſe who were left be» 
| hind of this Rabble, com prehended under the 
Name of Danes, began | to infeſt the Sea Coaſts of 
England; firſt only in a Piratical Way, for, after 
they had plunder'd, they Teturn'd to their Ships; 
but finding the Goodneſs of the Soil, and Riches 
of the People, in reſpect of themſelves, they at 
laſt entered into formal Deſigns of invading and 
conquering a i ſo much deer than their 


own. 
22 


Tux Danes made 8 Grit Deſcent with a De- 
ſign of Conqueſt in the Time of Egbert, about 

the Year 818, but were repulſed by the Courage 
and ſuperior Genius of that Prince, Who had 
made himſelf ſole Monarch of England, by a final 
Reduction of the other ſix Kingdoms to the Obe- 


dzence of the, Welk Karen. „„ „ 


Hz EN E We ſhall baſk to PR the Suceeſlion 
of the Crown, the Kings of England in this Prince 
beginning to be veſted with greater Authority, and 
to have more the Air of Majeſty, Whereas, in the 
_ Heptarchy, the Narrowneſs of their Dominions 
made them ſeemi rather little Governors, or Heads 
of Clans, than ſoveraign Princes: To 1 ſucr 
ceeded his Son 


'  ETHELWOLPH, 


who left four Sons, ſucceſNively one after ano- 
_ 


. 


ther, by Right of Primogeniture, Kings of Eng- 


Wi | ETHELBALD, 
s 7 ETHE LB E RJ, 
ET HE LRE D, 
ALFRED, 


who proved a wiſe, virtuous, and —_ Prince : : 
After Alfred, his Son | 
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This Prince dying while his Children were in their 
Minority, contrary to Cuſtom, was ſucceeded by 
1 his Brother Edred, who, though, he aſſum'd the 
1 | Title of King, was only looked upon as Guardian 
iff; to his Nephews; either the Title of Protector was 
not known or us'd at this Time, or perhaps they 
thought the Name and Character of King would 
give greater Weight, and imprint more Awe on 
bis Authority among the People; but this Prince, 
dying ſoon after, was ſucceeded by his Nephew, 
which is Demonſtration that the People of Eng- 
Vil land did not confer the Title of King on him as 
1 Ef: his own Right, but in Truſt for his Nephews, the 
it eldeſt of which, Edwin, ſucceeded, notwithſtand- 
„ ; ing Edred left Sons, who, conſcious of no Right, 
' laid no Claim to the Crown, through the imme- 
1 | | diate : 
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diate Children of the late. King; fo falſly is this 


Caſe urged among other Precedents in the Engliih 
Story, to juſtify the Elective Po wer of the People, 


Edwin, proving a vicious. and unworthy Prince, 
made his Reign both turbulent and ſhort ; but his 
Defects were -amply recompenſed by the Virtues 


of his Brother Edgar, who proved a very great 


Prince, and would have been more illuſtrious if he 
had not ftain'd the Reputation of his other great 
Qualities, by indulging too much his Libertiniſm ; 
Edgar dying, left his Kingdom to his Son E4- 
ward, who was murdered by the Artifices of his 
ambitious Step-mother Queen E/fride, to make 
way for her own Son Etbelred to moufft the 
Throne; this Prince tho* innocent himſelf expi- 
ated the horrid Parricide committed by his Mo- 
ther, his whole Reign being nothing but a conſtant 
Series of Blood and . 


In Taal ww Intervals only had afflict- 


ed the Kingdom before, now ſeem'd armed with 


the Vengeance of Heaven to puniſh the Race of 
Queen Elfride ; various were the Events of this 


War, many bloody Battles won and loſt between 
theſe two fierce Nations; the one fighting to main- 


tain the Country they had gotten not many Ages 


before by the ſame Violence, the other to mend 


their Fortunes by ſettling themſelves in a more be- 


nign and auſpicious Climate; at laſt the Fortune 
of the Daze prevail'd fo far, as to put him in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Kingdom; after the Settlement of 


which, 
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1 
SHORT VIEW 


e, returning to Denmark to look af. 
irs at home, gave an Opportunity to 
ed to extirpate his Enemies, and free 
ntry for a Time; this was the famous Maſ- 
ſacre of the Danes, which happened in the Reign 

of this King, and by his Orders, 1002. EE. 


TurxRx is nothing in Story more true, e 
more incredible, than this one Action; that a Con- 
ſpiracy ſo widely laid, and communicated to the 
whole Engliſh Nation, a People not celebrated for 
the Art of Secrecy, ſhould not be diſcover*d by 
ſome one Perſon, before the Time of Execution : 
This ſhews the Incompatibility of the two People; 
when we conſider that no Ties of Blood, for they 
had intermarried, no Endearments between Man 
and Wife, nor the mutual Pledges of Children, 
which uſually bind the Affections of Parents, 
could deter even the more tender Sex (for by their 
Hands was the cruel Blow given) from ſo horrid a 
Maſſacre. 


— 
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To this barbarous Action the Eugliſpb Women, 
"Mit as it is credibly reported, owe thoſe Privileges 
which they have acquir'd above thoſe of their Sex 
6 in other Countries; but it ſeems ſo far from an 
. Honour, as ſome have thought it, that, on the o- 
Wi) ther hand, it is an indelible Reproach to that Ten- 
Wi | derneſs which ſhould be the diſtinguiſhing Charac- 

il ter of the Sex, whoſe only Buſineſs is to propagate 
. Mankind, and nouriſh them with their Milk. 


IT 
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IT is no W onder at all, that any conquered 
People, whenever they ſee an Opportunity, ſhould 
endeavour to ſhake off the Yoke, and break their 


Chains, by the Deſtruction of their Maſters; it 
has been done in all Ages and Countries, and will 


again, whenever a People oppreſs'd can aſſert their 


Liberties: But this Slaughter of the Danes has 


ſomewhat particular in it to raiſe our Horror: 
When we conſider the Circumſtances, What an 


Idea muſt we form of Wives cutting the Throats 


of their Huſbands, ho could think themſelves no 


where ſo ſafe as in their Arms? But what adds 


more to the Strangeneſs of this Story is, the Uni- 
verſality of the Action; it being affirm'd, that 
there was a Daniſb Soldier quarter d on every Houſe 
in England, every one of whom without Excep- 


tion, at the ſame Time and by the ſame Hands, 


underwent the Fate of his C nn 


Tris inns: upon St. Brice's. Eve, which 
Day is ſtill celebrated by the Northern Engliſb in 
Commemoration of this infamous Action, the Wo- 
men beating Braſs Inſtruments in the Streets, and 
ſinging old Rhimes in Praiſe of their cruel An- 


ceſtors. Upon this Occaſion happen'd an Acci- 


dent, not unpleaſant, ſince the late Revolution: 
Several Daniſh Regiments, taken into the Engliſb 
Service to be employ'd in the Reduction of Jre- 
land, happen'd to land in the North of England 


about the Time of this Anniverſary ; when, march- 
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18 ASHORT VIEW 


ing into a Town upon this Day, they obſerved a 


ftrange Ceremony in the Streets, which prompted 
their Curioſity to: aſk, What was the Matter? 


When, to their no ſmall Terror and Amazement, 


they were inform'd, That this Ceremony was in 
Commemoration of the Danes Throats being cut 
by the Eng liſb. This put them into ſuch a Fright, 
that they ſtood under Arms all Night, for fear of 
undergoing the Fate of their Anceſtors 700 Years 
before. | ft 


Tu King of Denmark, advertis'd of this 

Slaughter, prepares an Army and Fleet to revenge 
this Maſſacre, and reduce England to his Obedi- 
ence : The Quarrel, which before being an Inva- 
ſion of another's Right was unlawful, being now 


_ ſupported by Juſtice, proſpered accordingly ; Suene 


recovered what he had loſt in England, the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of which he left to his Son Canutus, who after 
the Death of Zzhelred found a more dangerous Ri- 
val in his Son Edmond, ſurnamed Tronfide from his 
Strength of Body and Hardineſs of Conſtitution; 
this Quarrel, after ſeveral Battles with alternate 


Fortune, was at laſt compoſed between theſe two 1 


Princes, who being both gallant Men had a mu- 


tual Eſteem for one another, and would have been 


always certainly Friends, if they had not been Rivals 
in Empire: However, their Stars at laſt inclined 
to Peace, which was ratified between them after a 


ſingle Combat in an Iſle of the River Severn; the 


Condi- 


| 


—_ 


Cond tions of which Peace were, an equal Diviſion 
of the 3 between them. 


1 
= 


THis ande is one of the moſt odd and re- 
markable Incidents in the Engliſb Story; for, after 
they had fought in Sight of both Armies for a 
good Space, without any great Diſadvantage on ei- 


ther Side, they flung down their Swords, and em- 


braced one another like Friends and Brothers, 
agreeing to a2 artition of the Country between 
them; which Stipulation was amicably made, and 
religiouſly obſeryed on both Sides; but not long 


after the unfortunate Edmond, circumvented by the 


Treachery of Edrick an Engliſh Nobleman, was 


murder'd : This perfidious Miſcreant, after having 


perpetrated ſo horrid a Crime, thought to make 
his Court to Canutus by the Service of this infa- 


mous Action; but the generous Dane received the 


Villain with all the Horror and Diſdain ſuch a 


Wretch deſerved, and immediately commanded. 


him to be put to Death, the juſt Reward of Trea- 


ſon in all Ages, tho' in our own Time we have 
ſome Examples to contradi& this Obſervation z 
however, if an old Englifo Proverb be true, That 


all's well that ends well, we may yet hope to ſee 
| ſome Perſons, guilty of the ſame Ingratitude to 


the beſt of Maſters, tho* elevated now as they 


think. above the Reach of Fortune, made Objects 


not only of Divine, but Human Vengeance. 
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20 A SHORT VIEW 


Ar TER the Death of Edmond, Canute took Pof. 
ſeſſion of the whole Kingdom, and married Emma 
the Widow of Etbelred, and Mother to Edward 
afterwards called the Confeſſor: This ambitious Wo- 
man, not regarding the Right of her Children by 
her former Huſband King Ethelred, made an 
Agreement with Canute before ſhe would matry 
him, that, if he ſhould have any Children by her, 
they ſhould inherit the Crown, which Conditions 
were performed by the Dane, for by Teſtament 
he left his Kingdom of Denmark to his eldeſt Son, 
and England to Hardicanute born of Emma; but 


Harold, an elder Brother by another Venter, hap- 


pening to be in England at the Death of his Fa- 
ther King Canutus, took the Advantage of Hardi- 


canutès Abſence in Denmark, and ſeized the Throne, 


which he diſgraced by ſeveral Acts of Tyranny, 
being a moſt vicious and cruel Prince, but his 


Reign laſted not long; to him ſucceeded Hardica- 


nute, who, being equally as wicked as his Brother 
Harold, only ſhewed the People, that they had 
changed the Man, but not the Tyrant; but the 
Engl; 77 had foon the Satisfaction to ſee themſelves 
delivered from the Oppreſſion of a foreign Race, 
by the ſudden Fate of this King, who, dying in a 
Debauch at Lambetb, put an End to the 8 
Dynaſty 1 in England, 


Blood was reſtor d in Edward, for 
his Piety and Sufferings ſurnamed feſor, 1042. 
the Confeſſor, who had no juſt Title 
to the Crown; for the lawful Heir Edward, called 


forty Years in Wedlock, and after all that Time 


of te: Exon HioToRy: 21 


ee, * Death of Handled the e 


the Out-law, who was Son to Edmond Ironſide, 


was then in Exile in Hungary; but the People at 


this Time were ſo tranſported with their Deliver- 
ance from the Daniſh Race, that they elevated to 
the Throne the firſt Saxon they found with any Pre- 
tence of Title, for fear 0⁷ falling * under the 
Dominion of the ten 


* 


e e e R, tho? wh injured the right Heir 


himſelf, he would ſuffer no-body elſe to pre- 
judice his juſt Pretenſions, for which Reaſon he ſent 


into Hungary for Edward the Out-law, and his Son 


Edgar Atheling, whom he treated with all manner 


of Reſpect, and declared his Heirs; a wonderful 
Inſtance of the Simplicity and Temper of this 


Age, in which a Prince, conſcious of his own 


Right, could fit ſtill and ſuffer another quietly to 


poſſeſs his Throne, while at the ſame Time the In- 
truder entertained no Jealouſy of ſo dangerous a 


Rival, if he had thought fit to have e his 


. 


Tuts Prince was e foi his exemplary 
Life, and particularly his Chaſtity, having lived 


left 


0 


Edward the con- | 
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left his Queen a Virgin; whether or no this Abſti- 
nence from the lawful Pleaſures of the Marriage 
Bed proceeded from any Scruple or natural Infir- 
mity, we will not determine; but to the extraor- 
dinary Virtues of this King is imputed by the Eng- 
f ib that pecuſiar Gift of curing. the Diſtemper 
called the Evil, this being the firſt King in the 
World whoſe Touch was bleſſed with that mira- 
culous Operation; ſome have been apt to condemn 
the Opinion of this ſtrange Cure, to be merely ſu · 
perſtitious, as having no Ground in Reaſon, Phi- 
loſophy, or Religion; and that, if there is any 
Thing in it, 'tis effected by the Power of a ſtrong 
Imagination in the Patient, which we often find to 
have wonderful Effects, above the Reach of hu- 
man Reaſon to comprehend; but it is demonſtra- 
ble that this Cure cannot proceed from Imagina- 
tion, becauſe the Objects, on which it is try'd; are 
very often ſucking Children, who are not ſenſible 
of what is doing to them : That this Touch of the 
Kings of England has had an unaccountable Effect 
in the Cure of this ſcrophulous Diſtemper for al- 
moſt ſeven hundred Years together, when all other 
| human Remedies have failed, is a Truth ſo cer- 
1 tain, that a Man muſt have a great deal of Aſ- 
ſurance who can deny Matter of Fact. 
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Fi: Tris Edward, being a wiſe as well as religious 
1 Prince, made ſeveral wholeſome Laws for the 
j fl better Government of the Common- wealth; inſo- 
| If! much, that before William the Norman could qui- 
Wo g 5 ny 
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etly be admitted to the Crown of England, he was 
obliged by an Oarh to obſerve inviolably the Laws 
of St. Edward, who, among other Monuments of 
his Piety, founded the Abbey of Meſtminſter for Be- 
nedictine Monks; which noble Foundation, tho 
mightily clipp'd in the Reyenues, has had never- 
ſwallowed by the Ayarice of Favourites at the .W 
Collegiate Church by Queen Elizaletb, and ſo not _ 
alienated from the Service of God, to which it was 
dedicated * the pious Neunter. | 


BenainD che high Altar of this Abbey Church 
lies the Body of the Founder in a magnificent Gothick 
Tomb, but very much defaced by the Superſtition = 
of ſome, and the Curioſity of others, who have | Y i 1 15 
picked out the Blood- ſtones and other Ornaments ; i 
The Death of this good Prince made Way for the 1 
greateſt Revolution in England, ſince the Saxon In- 1 
vaſion, by the Conqueſt of William the Norman, | | 'F i, 
which Period of Time is now the chiefeſt Zra in = 
the Engliſh Chronology « Fe = 


Upox the Death of E Edward the Confeſſor, Ha- 
rold, Son to Earl Godwin, ſeiz' d the 
Throne in Prejudice to the Right of 
Edgar Atheling : This Earl Godwin was a Noble- 
| man of vaſt Demeans and Power in the Time of 
the Confeſſor, moſt of which Lands were ſwallowed 
by an Irruption of the Sea on the Coaſt of Kent, in 
= the 


Harold, 1066, 


4 
4 


1 A * 7 
1 {F 
: T2 
; > 
„ L=#- 
: R * 
8 
1 LA 
4 . 
CE 
p Fes 5 
34 1 
4 e 
2 » . A 
& 
: 3 
wink: 
"oF > 
— = 
1 
7 * 
. ” 
_— + 
15 
3 . 
a 
* 3 
S 
i.£ 
5 
* ! * 
5 3 
7 1 
, * * 177 
N * A i 12 5 
3 
111 
1 
1 
2 ho 
e 
44 
. . 
5 
: * IS 
13 
7 
1 2 * 4 
1 
2 
1 3 
. 
: 4 
F _ 
s i 
S 1 4 
7 * "0 
_ ary 
+ I : * 
oy 
» 75 
We: 
ö i 
q * & 


9s," 


e 


— 


2 63 ff. 
—— 29d 2 — 7 * 


8 
vo — A OY 
F ARE IN SL, REES 


— — — — . * 
LIST — 


NED 


— 


* » a 
A.,”) i — . — 
A ö 


Se 


* 
3 


2 A sHORT VIEW 


the Reign of William Rufus: however, the S 
to this Day retain the Name of the old Proprietor. 
This is the Account in our common Chronicles; 
but Somner, a learned Antiquary of this Country, 
treats this Story as a vulgar Error, by aſſerting that 
there never were any ſuch Lands of Earl Godwin: 


This he proves by the Authority of Doom's-Day 


Book, which makes no mention of any ſuch Eſtate; 
ſo that theſe Sands were not form'd by an Irrup- 
tion, but a Dereliction of the Sea, occaſioned by 
that great Inundation which happened about this 
Time on the Coaſts of Zeland and Flanders; this 
conſequently made the Shore of England ſhallower 
than before, and ſo expoſed theſe Sands at low T. ide, 
which till then were covered always by the greater 
Depth of Water: But to return to Earl Godwin, of 
whom there is a Story which may not be unenter- 
taining to the Reader who has never met with it be- 
fore; which, tho' it ſhews Cunning and Addreſs, 
is no great Inſtance of his Confcience and Honeſty: 
This Earl, being on a Progreſs in the Country, ob- 
ſerved ſome Lands of that Beauty and Fertility, as 


to raiſe his Curioſity of knowing the Owner; 


when, being informed that thoſe Lands belonged 
to ſuch a Nunnery, his Avarice immediately inſpi- 
red him with a Deſire of Poſſeſſing this Eſtate, to 
which End he contrived the following Stratagem : 
He had a young Gentleman to his Nephew, whoſe 
Age did not exceed ſeventeen or eighteen Years, 
but of greater Beauty than is common to the rough- 
er Sex, even in that Bloom; this young Man 
| he 
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he contrived ſhould be diſguis d in Women 


Cloaths and introduced into the Nunnery; the 


Smoothneſs of his Chin, and a womaniſh Complex- 
ion, carried on the Cheat till it was not the Intereſt 


- of abut who. had diſcovered his Sex to let the 


World know ſo much as themſelves (the Reader 
may gueſs at the Inſtructions given by the Uncle 


to his Nephew. ;) in à few Months no leſs than ten 


of the Nuns proved with Child, and amongſt the 


reſt the Lady Abbeſs herſelf, who, being a Wo- 
man of great Quality, was indulged in the Govern- 
ment of that Nunnery before the Age preſcribed by 


the Canons, and ſo conſequently not too old to be 
entangled in the agreeable Amuſements of an 


Amour; the young Hercules having fo ſucceſsfully 


performed his Part, gave Notice to his Uncle Earl 


Godwin, who, running to the King, informed him 


of what had happened in ſuch a Nunnery, with an 


Aggravation of every Circumſtance : The good 


King Edward, extremely diſturbed at this infamous 
Story, declared, if it proved true, that the Nun- 
nery ſhould be ſuppreſſed; and immediately gave 
Orders to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe to viſit the 
Place, and make a particular Enquiry into this 
Affair. 8 


Tx HIS Was all 1 Earl G Ae ; the Mat- 
ter of Fa& appeared, the poor Nuns were ejected, 


the Houſe demoliſhed, and the Lands given to the 
covetous Earl who begged them, This Injuſtice, 
. and: his other Crimes, made him not long after an 


E Object 


„eee 


Fray 
. 


i 

1 . 

4 » 

| = 

1 4 

— — 
by N 

{ 4 

| = 

1 

ä 

7 

2 

71 
8 
wo 
FA J 
r 

N 0 
|} 
< 

* 

i al 
. 4, \ 
1 
7 - 
„ 

” * 2 

N 4 * by 
F * yy 
_ 
* i 
7 

113 
— 
4 TY * 
N 5 1 
14 — 
1 
; ” 
| net: 
{ bl 
is 
1 
F k - > 
41 
75 =_ 
+ 
| 2 
1 + 
* 
= 
1 
Wert 
- = 
£55 
ES. 7 
1 
1* 
CA. 
4 
h f 
Wh 
3 
3 
2 © + 
EET 
FELM 
2 
a» | 
* 
1 
J 
. 
A 
1; 
1 
+3 
18 
* 
a dS. 
2 
1 
*, 
D 
ö 
** 
03 
1 
L 
"= 
7 
® 
dy» 
" 
F 
5 
> 
z 
& 
, 
Bog 
- 
2 
1 
az 
* 
o S - 
p - 
[1 « 
7. 
_ 
"4 
5 1 
1 by 
Ti 
. | 
A F. 7. 
1 
3 
Þ « 
£2 
4 
= 

; > 
. ® 

* 2 
2 
* 
4 

E * 

0 

25 

* 

& 

1 2 
1 
> 
1 
21 

1 

J : 
: 

ö 2 

4 

: Z 

* 7 4 

1 — 

1 

15 

* 
1 

: | . 

4 8. * 

5 +: 

8 
1 
| 
1 
i 
1 . 
7 i 
* 


„ 
4 _— — ö 7 22 ern n 
r e ” 
* * PER / py 1 "ga 2 Aar je 2 — - 2 — W 2 _ 

p _ 2 _ * - K 
— N 
— — <a — 1 2 ww 2 
n — 


ak » 
4 A. nr ts * 
* . 8 4 — » 


—— beats 


c $44 +: « % vo ee eas 
— — IW een 
* 


— — 
a 


9 —ů— "Dt 
— 2 
ng 


* 
* 
4 
1 4 
EE . 4 
k > z 9 
1 1 - 
1 1 
1 A 
1 
1 F } 
$ *S 
i z 
[1 7h: 
OS : 1414 
i 
1 2 
=} 
bp: 78 
6 41 
9 3 4 . 
10 * IÞ 
4 ad 
: -K 
1 4 3 


4 
. * 
14 
9 
+ 
ov 
: 
. 
* 
* "1 
< 
* 
. 
| 
1 
4 Y 


2 
is & 
k $16 
FM 5 
8 * 
* bt & 
FF 2 
- - 
2 
123 
$1 
1 
4 
* 
7 
11 
} 
71 
t: 
1 
bl 
4 
33 
1 
4 
4 
4 
£ 81 
119 
5 
i 
54 
2 


26 A SHORT VIEW 

Object of divine Vengeance; ; as he ſat at Table 
with King Edward, who happened in accidental 
| Diſcourſe to make ſome Reflection on the Death 


of his Brother A fred, ſuppoſed to be murdered 
by the Contrivance of Godwin, who, thinking to 


clear his Innocence by dreadful Imprecations, wiſhed 


the Bread he was then eating might choak him, if 
he had any Hand in the Death of that Prince; 
. theſe Accents were ſcarce out of his Mouth, when 
* at down n at the King” $ 1 eet. 195 


EF 
OW Þ 


3 the immenſe Riches he left be- 


hind enabled his Son Harold to aſcend the Throne; 


the Nobility, corrupted by his vaſt Munificence, 
aſſiſting him in his Uſurpation : By which we may 
ſee that Mankind were the ſame in all Ages, and 
that the ſame Cauſes will have the ſame Effects; 
nor had the Clergy of this Time a leſs Share in this 


Injuſtice, the Excluſion of the lawful Heir Edgar 
Atbeling; that Order of Men being generally moſt 


forward in Revolutions, though, by their Pro- 
feſſion, more removed than others from inter- 
2] þ ag in temporal Affairs. 


Ha ROLD was ſcarce warm in his new Seat, 
when the Dreams of Majeſty were interrupted and 
broken by a ſurprizing Meſſage from William Duke 


of - Normandy, to demand the Crown of England, 


according to an Agreement made between Harold 
and himſelf. The Occaſion of this Stipulation is 


it 9 nd related by Hiſtorians; but the moſt 
common 
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common Account is, that Harold, in the Time of 


the Confeſſor, diverting himſelf in a little Veſſel on 
the Coaſt of Normandy, by a ſudden Tempeſt was 
driven on Shore, and made a Priſoner : William, 


after having detained him ſome Time, gave him 


his Liberty, upon taking an Oath to aſſiſt the 


Duke of Normandy in his Pretenſions to the Crown 
of England, whenever Edward the Confeſſor ſhould 
die: This was the Promiſe, the Performance of 
which the Norman ſent to demand of Harold, who 
wanted no Excuſes to palliate this Violation of his 


Word, by declaring that the Oath was forced upon 
him when a Priſoner, and ſo conſequently not valid 


or obligatory : It could not be expected that this 
Meſſage ſhould make any Impreſſion on ſo ambi- 
tious a Man as Harold, who, having ſacrificed his 


Honour and Cena before, by uſurping the 
Right of his lawful and natural Prince, could not 


be thought very ſenſible of any Reproaches from 


Duke William, who, beſides a remote Alliance 
with Edward the Confeſſor, had no better a Pre- 
tence to the Crown than Harold himſelf. 


Ta ESE Expoſtulations ended at laſt in a mutual 
Defiance; Duke William prepares an Army and 
Fleet to do himſelf Juſtice, as he called it, on the 
perjured Uſurper of the Crown of England; while 


Harold, after having taken Care to ſecure the 


ſouthern Coaſts againſt Normandy, in caſe of an 
Invaſion, marches with an Army northward te en- 
counter his Brother Toftain, who, with a Rabble 

E 2 of 
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of Danes and Norwegians, had made a Deſcent 5 
where we will leave the two Brothers engaged, and 
return to the Duke of Normandy, - who was a 
Baſtard Son to Duke Robert, and ſixth in Deſcene 
from Rollo, the Founder of this Family, from 
whom, in a right Line of Father and Son, the pre- 
ſent young Earl of Bath is the forty-firſt, he being 
deſcended from a ſecond Son of Rollo; and Duke 
William, who afterwards conquered England, a 
1 Baſtard of the elder Branch: Rollo founded this 
10% 8 Dukedom merely by the Reputation of his Nor- 
. - mans, who not only aſſailed the northern Part of 
11 Europe, but carried the Terror of their Arms over 
7 the Alps, and founded new Kingdoms in Tealy : 
1 So formidable were theſe Pirates and Adventurers 
1 614 | at this Time to the reſt of the World, that a 
8 particular Deprecation was inſerted in the Litanies 
of the Church, to implore the Protection of Hea- 
ven againſt the Fury of the Normans, who, now 
planted in a milder Climate, and under a warmer 
Sun, with the Advantage of bordering upon 
France, began to ſhake off that Ferity which they 
_ 1 BUY had brought with them from the Mountains of 
1 * Norway, and to mellow by Degrees into Civility 
and good Manners, but retaining their antient 
Courage withal, by a happy Compoſition and 
1 Mixture, made one of the braveſt Races of Men 
| that the World ever produced. 
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| THE Duke of Normandy having prepared all 
| Things neceſſary for his Expedition, in which be 
17 ; | was 
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Providence which governs the Univerſe, contra- 
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was aſſiſted by ſeveral neighbouring Princes, as well 
as his own Nobles and Feudatories, ſet ſail for Eu- 
land, where he landed in a capacious Bay, called 


Pemſey, in Suſſex ; while Harald, who was at this 
Time in the North, having routed and lain his 


Brother, upon the firſt Notice of this Invaſion, 


marched ſouthward with a victorious Army to re- 
pel the Invader; both Armies met near Haſtings . 


in Suſſex, at a Place fince called Battle, where the 
Conqueror afterward built an Abbey, to expiate for 
ſo much Chriſtian Blood ſhed by his Ambition, o on 
this unfortunate Spot of Ground. 


 Trrs (Ss the greateſt Battle, for the 50 
ber of Slain, that has been fought in Europe for 
many Ages, I ſhall be the more particular in the 
Detail of this Day: The Eugliſb, being more than 
double in Number to the Enemy, might, humanly 
ſpeaking, promiſe themſelves all the Succeſs that 


could be expected from the Advantage of their 
Numbers, eſpecially being fluſh'd with Victory, 


and conſcious of that innate Gallantry which has in 


all Ages diſtinguiſn'd this People; o that we muſt 


aſcribe the contrary Succeſs to that t unfathomable 


dicts ſometimes its own Mechaniſm by giving the 
ſame Cauſes different Effects, and ſnatches the 
Victory from the Strong to beſtow on the Weak ; 
tho* there was one Accident, which ſeems viſibly 
to contribute to the ill Succeſs of this Day The 
Night 
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Night before the Battle, happen'd to be the Eve 
cf the King” s Birth, and was celebrated by the Eng- 
bp, with all manner of Riot and Debauchery ; 


and while the Normans were at the Feet of their 
Confeſſors, imploring the Protection of Heaven, 
and preparing themſelves for Death, the jolly Sax- 
ons ſpent the Night in carouſing and drinking 
Healths to their Leader, and Proſperity to their 


Arms; tho' this Debauch might probably inflame 
their Courage the next Morning, however it muſt 


impair their Strength and blind their Conduct; 

which was the moſt agreeable to Heaven, the Suc- 
ceſs of the enſuing Day declared; for, tho' the 
Engliſh behaved themſelves with their uſual Bra- 
very, yet at laſt they loſt both the Victory and their 
Country by an irretrievable Blow : In the Begin- 
ning of the Fight the Normans were every-where 
repulſed, being unable to make any Impreſſion on 
the Firmneſs of the Engliſh Battalions ; when Duke 
William, ſeeing his Sword could not prevail, had 
recourſe to a Statagem; he order'd immediately a 
Retreat to be ſounded, as if he could no longer 
endure the Fury of the Enemy, which the Engliſs _ 
perceiving, with Shouts and Acclamations of Joy 
purſued, as they thought, the flying Normans, 
who ſeeing their Deſign have its expected Event, 
by the Diſorder of the Enemy, who out of Greedi- 


neſs of Purſuit had broken their Ranks, returned 
to the Charge with new Fury, ſo that the Enghſo 


loſt that Advantage by their ill Conduct which 
their 


tham, in an Abbey of his own Foundation, where 
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their Courage had given them before; immediately 
followed the entire Rout of the Army with'a moſt 
terrible Carnage, near ſeventy thouſand Engliſh be- 
ing found dead in the Field of Battle, and among 
that Number Harold himſelf ſhot through the Head 
with an Arrow; whoſe Fall not a little contributed 
to the ſpeedier Victory of the Enemy, by inclin- 
ing the Engliſo Soldiers to Flight and Deſpair. 


TAE Death of this King by an Arrow puts me 
in mind of a Remark, which I would not omit; 


That the Engliſh, be fore the Norman Conqueſt, 


were not acquainted with-the Uſe of the Bow and 
Arrow among their Arms; tho? it ſeems to be a 
Weapon the moſt natural to Mankind; we find 


the moſt ſavage Nations in all Parts of the World 
have, by mere Inſtinct, found out che ſe of theſe 
Arms, tho' Strangers to the other more neceſſary 
Inventions for the Convenience of Life; but, being 
once inſtructed by the Normans, they grew ſo ex- 


pert above other Nations, that to the Uſe of theſe 
Arms alone, in a great Meaſure, are owing their 
frequent Victories over the French in After- ages; 
till the Invention of Guns made uſcleſs almoſt all 
other offenſive Weapons. 


THE Body of Harold, by the Piety of the 
Conqueror, was delivered to the Tears and Inter- 
ceſſion of his Mother, who buried him at Wal- 
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Sat 1066, I 


med the Conqueror, ſoon after the 
r= Battle marches to London without 
any Oppoſition ; the Clergy, who, 
as I obſerved before, are the forward- 
eſt in Revolutions, making Uſe of all their Pow- 
er and Credit, which was too great at this Time, 


in perſuading the People to bm to their new 
Maſter, 


\ « 
? . , + 3 
* 


THE Kentiſh Men only, more tenacious than 
the reſt of the Nation, reſolv'd to ſacrifice their 
Lives to their Liberties and Laws; againſt theſe 
People was the Conqueror forced to march with his 
Army, in order to a compleat Reduction of the 
Kingdom, and a firmer Eſtabliſhment of his new 
Acquiſitions ;' but he had not entered far into this 
Province, in he was ſurprized to find ſo many 
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armed Combatants LILY in Rinde againſt 


who, the better to difguife their Numbers, | 5 6 rrie # 
each a green Bough in one Hand to cover his 


Body ; This made an odd Appearance when they - ] 


moved at a. Diſtance, and ſo ſurprized the Normans 
with the Strangeneſs of the Sight, that they were 


the more eaſily induced to capi itulate, and come to 
a Treaty; which at laſt was concluded by a Sub- 
miſſion on the one Side, and a ſolemn Promiſe to 
preſerve their Laws and Cuſtoms on the Part of 

the Victor. So that this Country, by the particular 

Bravery of her Inhabitants, defended herſelf from 
receiving thoſe Marks of Servitude which were 
impoſed on the reſt of the Exgliſb at the Will of the, 
Conqueror : This gallant Action has made the po- 

ſterity of theſe People, in Imitation of their Ance- 
ſtors, diſtinguiſh themſelves on ſeveral Occaſion 


Wi Wim, thus intirely poſſeſſed of the Kingdads, | 
eaſily repreſſed all the little Commotions which 
were raiſed with a Deſign to ſhake off the Norman 
Yoke; while that Part of the Saxon Nobility, who 


would not ſubmit to their new Maſter, retired into 3 


Scotland, where being ſupported, they made ſeve- 
ral Inroads into the North of England, but with- 
out any Succeſs, being always repelled by the Nor- 


mans; at the ſame Time Edgar Atheling, the true 


Saxou Heir of the Crown, apprehending the Dan- 
ger of too good a Title, ſtole privately away with 
his Mother and two Siſters, deſigning to refuge 


the Ruins of the Royal F Ave of England in 
— 


WILLIAM 
Hungary, where, he was born; but driven by con- 


trary Winds on the Coaſt; of Scotland, he was re- 


ceived with. all imaginable , Honours by Malcolme, 
who married 
whom he had ſeveral Children; the Great Gtand- 
ſon of this Lady was n Henry the Second 
of England, in whoſe Perſon was united the Saxon 


and Norman Blood, which gave that Prince a bet- 


Title to the Crown, at leaſt to the Affections 
of the People, who had not yet forgot their old 
Race of Kings, than his Great · Grandfather's Sword 
at the Battle of Haſtings. As for Eggar himſelf, 
after having made ſeveral vain Efforts to recover 


his Right, he at laſt ſubmitted to his own and the 
Fate of his Country; upon which being allowed 


twenty Shillings per Diem, a Sum thought ſuffici- | 
ent to ſupport . a Prince in that Age, he ever after 


lived a retired Life, in which he enjoy d more 


true Content and Happineſs, than what the vitia- 
ted Appetites of Mankind make them fancy can 
my be found within the Circle of a Crown. | 


VVilliam thus ſecure forgets the Promiſes he had 
made at his Coronation, to maintain the Laws of 
St. Edward; inſtead of which he introduces thoſe 


of Normandy throughout his Domitiiorisy ſo that 


ever ſince the Laws of England have been writ in 
the Norman French, as great a Soleciſm in Politicks 
as Religion, to expect People ſhould obey what 


| they do not know, and pray for what they do not 


underſtand ; two unreaſonable Cuſtoms ſupported 
F2 by 


be: Conqueror. 35 


ied Margarette one of bis Siſters, by 
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by the Craft of Prieſts, and Chicanery of Lawyets. e 
It was perhaps the Deſign of the Conqueror, y 
this Introduction of his Own Laws, to tempt the 
People to learn the French Tongue, and forget 
their own; ſo that, all Tracts of their antient Cu- 
ſtoms being loſt and obliterated, they might no lon» 
ger remember that they were once free, or reflect 
now that they had loſt their Liberty: But not- 
withſtanding all the Care and Pains that were taken 
to make the two People one, by a Harmony of Cu- 
ſtoms, Manners, and Language; yet ſo diametri- 
cally oppoſite all along has been the Temper and 
Genius of the two Nations, that, excepting our 
Laws, we have no Tracts of a Conqueſt in our 
Language, thoſe few French Words, which we have 
at this Day in the Engliſo Tongue, having been 
made Denizens in later Ages; fo that except ſome 
few Terms of Art with which the Engliſ were un- 
acquainted, eſpecially in Cookery, we calling the 
Fleſh by the French Word for the living Creature, 
as Beef, Mutton, ' Veal, Pork, we have very lit- 
tle of the Norman in the Engliſh Tongue, which 
cannot properly be called a Language, being a 
Sub-Dialect of the Saxon, which was itſelf only a 
Dialect of the antient Teutonick; but in this laſt 
Age the Engliſh Tongue has deen ſo refin'd and 
ſoftened by a more general Converſation with our 


ſouthern Neighbours, and foreign Books eſpecially 
by leaving out the unneceſſary Confonants, which 


has made it leſs Guttural, and conſequently more 
| Harmonious, 


FRO * 


WI 


Strength, and. Comprehenſion, not much inferior 
to the Dead, and equal to moſt Living Langua- 


ges; whereas, if we look very far back, we ſhall = 
find the Language of our og as e | 


as 1 e 


* ; 
5 


only Badge of Slavery impoſed by the Conqueror, 
who challenged to himſelf the whole Demean of the 


Kingdom, as accruing by Right of Conqueſt ; but 


notwithſtanding this Pretence, we do not find that, 
he diſpoſſeſſed many of the Engliſh who were not 


in Arms againſt him, or afterwards oppoſed his, 
Title by adhering to his Enemies; of his Juſtice 


and Goodneſs in this Point, there is a memorable 


Example i in the Caſe of a Saxon, whoſe Lands be- 
ing granted to one Warren a Norman, the injured 
Party appeal'd to the Conqueror, who, upon Proof 


that the Saxon had never borne Arms againſt him, 


immediately reſtored him to his Eſtate. 


* THIS was a better Treatment than what the 


Iriſh met with of late; Man, Woman, and Child 
were Qutlawed ; nay, :Infants at the Breaſt were 
made Guilty of Treaſon againſt an Earthly Prince, 


when they were incapable, by any Act of Reaſon, 


of offending * the Majeſty of the * of 


irie -t. - et 
* | TRAIN 


”.I e of this Hardſhip, afterwards at the Time 
of the Truſt, great Numbers, upon their Remonſtrance, were re- 
liev'd, and had their Attainders revers'd "oy an Engliſo P e 


IL, IA Movie puer. * 
Harmonious, as to be at this Day for Beauty, \ 
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ur Eg are not like to extend their ü 

pire, or even preſerve. what they have already ac. 
quired, till they follow the Maxims of a greater, I 

will not ſay wiſer People, than themſelves, I mean 
the Romans, whoſe Lenity and Indulgence to their 
conquered Provinces ſecured their Acquiſitions bs 
riveting t the Affections of the People, who, finding 
their own Intereſt the ſame with their Conquerof's, 
could have no Thoughts of freeing themſelves 
from a Yoke, at the ſame Time both eaſy and 
profitable, Till we obſerve theſe Maxims, Foris 


Falun Imperium. in 10 vittis nibil prieter 
Injuriæ licentiam eripiebant. We can never depend 
upon a Submiſſion which is not founded upon the 
Affection of the Subject as well as Duty, unleſs 
we follow the Spaniſb Method of Extirpation, 
which that cruel Nation uſed in the Reduction of 
the Woſt- Indies, which, for ought I know, would 
not be more Inhuman than the preſent Treatmetit 
of this poor People; it being an equal Cruelty to 
take away Life, or the neceſſary Support of it: 
This Caſe of the Iriſb Nation is ſo particularly hard, 
that there is ſcarce an Inſtance of the like Nature; 
moſt of the Outlawries running, for Treaſons com- 
mitted on the 13th Day of February 1688, which 
was the Day the then Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
accepted the Crown in the Banqueting-Houlſe, the 
News of which could not be known on the other 
Side St. George's Channel that ſame Day, with- 
out Inſpiration ; but every-body knows at that 
Time, the Government of Ireland was intirely in 
| . dei bi 
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Laws and Principles juſtify a Submiſſiom ; upon 


what aggravates the Hard ſhip of this Caſe in re- 


ſelves into the Engliſh. Protection, as ſoon ag theß 


Submilsan. | | E 


WILLIAM PY xquer 
the Poſſeſtion of the late in Nen e 
nant the Earl of Tyr , [Who had an Armen | 
Foot to have kept the People in Obedience, 

they ſnould have had never fo great an Incligation | 
to revolt; ſoon after, the late King Jauies went 
over in Perſon into that Kingdom, where he was 
without Diſpute a King: de fafto, to whom our own. 
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which this unfortunate People were reduced to this 
Dilemma,” of being hang d by one King. or the 
other, let them chaſe; which. Side they would; but 
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ſpect of the Authors of this Oppreſſion is, that thoſe 
liſp, that were the moſt forward to fling them- 


had an Opport nity, have fared the worſt, and loft 
their Eſtates only for ſubmitting to civil Authority; 
whereas others, who held out to. the very laft, and 
were the Occaſion of ſhedding more Blood. by a 
Prolongation of the War, are all indemnified by 
the Articles which they made with their-Swords in 
their Hands; by which Example Poſterity will be 
inſtructed ' to. hope far more Safety, and better 
Quarter, by a deſperate Reſiſtance, than an a 
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as to return to our Story: If the Normans 
had pretended to an univerſal Diſpoſſeſſion of the 
Engliſb, it is probable they might have been driven 

out again, notwithſtanding their great Victory in 
Sufſex, and we have wanted at this Day that Era 
in 
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in our Chronology, which we begin atithe 55 


15 queſt: Thus the Prud 
cautious in impoſing any Severities, but what were 


„* tt 
* 
8 r es 
r 


> S tens EGS + A x . 
* h 8 BAS , 2 5 „r 88 , 
: - — — . PU. A A Vn and oe hats ö 
4 . ” * . g * : * 
—_ N * 3 — ? oo» 
* a * — by 
— REES Conn VS. + 2 C0 2 other 4 - oy 
£ ? 5 —— — 3 my” TY rot = 
5 * x 2 n 8 7 - 
= 5 PR : 
. * ; 4 
» q 


once of Vi iam made him 


abſolutely neceſſary to retain a new conquered Peo- 
ple in Obedience; but the Succeſſors of this Prince 


grey more indulgent to the Engliſb, by whoſe Cou- 
rage and Fidelity, tho? acquired Subjects, they al- 


ways afterwards bridled and e them: e 
5868 and 1 009% ee eee 


[if WES tlie entire Submiſſion of England, . Wi „ 


| 1 lan the Norman found no great Troubles to di- 


ſturb the reſt of his Reign, only ſome few Com- 
motions in the North, which were ſoon appeaſed, 


being the laſt convulſive Efforts e 
berty; ſo that he quietly enjoy'd a 


rowWn, pur- 
chaſed with ſo much Blood and Danger, in Contra- 


diction to the common Fate of Violence and Ra- 
pine; but the Rebellion of his Son in Normandy 


gave him ſome Trouble for a Time; however he 
vanquiſhed at laſt all Misfortunes with his uſual 


Felicity, and died in his own Country, his Death 
being occaſioned by a Fall from his Horſe, to the 


ill Effects of which the Weight and Bulk of his 
Body did not a little contribute. Nothing can 
more illuſtrate the Vanity of human Greatneſs than 
the laſt Cataſtrophe of this Prince, who, after 
having conquered ſuch an Extent of Ground, could 
hardly find Earth enough to bury him; the Parti- 
culars of which Adventure I omit, they being to 


be found in our common Chronicles; ſuch con- 
temptible 
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0 ln Things are theſe Meteors of Majeſty, | i 
1 after all the Buſtle and Glare they make in the [ih 
e World, when they come to 55 e W Day 9 
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by | 7 12 of Normandy to his eldeſt, Son Ro- 
5 n vert, and his Kingdom of England to 1 
2 EDS his ſecond, - William, called Rufus 5 
ly from the. Colour of his Hair, thinking himſelf at | 
9 Liberty to diſpoſe of his own Acquiſitions as he 
of pleaſed : But Rufus had not been long in Poſſeſſion 
* before he was diſturbed by the Claim of Duke Ro- 
* bert, who, inſiſting upon his Right of Primoge- 
i niture, thought it very unreaſonable that his younger 
ww Brother ſhould be a King, while he muſt be con- 
1 tented with the Dutchy of Normandy : But William 
1 Rufus, pleading his Father's Will, would not eaſi- 
1d ly reſign ſo good a Title to the unarmed Remon- 
3s ſtrances of Duke Robert; but this Difference was 
to ſoon compromiſed between the two Brothers, Ro- 
ob! bert reſigning his Pretenſions to the Crown of Eng- 
ble land for a Penſion of 3000 Marks per Annum; fo 


G great 
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great was that Sum in this Age, or ſo inconſider - 
able the Value of that Crown, which in our Days 
has received no leſs than ſixty Millions Sterling 


in the Space of ten Years, which Sum, upon a q 
Diſcount for the different Value of Silver in that 
Age and our own eee wouks: have aſtoniſhed | 


the greateſt Sign of Liberty to keep their Purſes 


ſhut, and 8 their a e 


TI 


TRI 8 een was not long in Force; Re- 
bert, either diſſatisfied in Mind for the ill Bargain 
he had made, or elſe upon ſome new Diſguft, calls 
the French King to his Aſſiſtance, and flies into 
open Hoſtility, by ſeizing ſeveral Towns in Nor- 
mandy, which he had mortgaged to his Brother 
Miliam upon a deſigned Expedition into the Holy 
Land; upon Notice of which, Rafis immediately 
fails to Normandy, and with great Addreſs cor- 
rupts the King of France, who left poor Duke 
Robert to ſhift for himſelf; Robert, thus reduced 
to this Neceſſity, was forced to ſubmit to his Bro- 
ther, who ſoon after returning into England ended 
his Days by an uncommon and deplorable Stroke 
of Deſtiny, being killed in the New Foreſt by the 
accidental Glance of an Arrow from the Back of 
a Deer, others ſay from a Tree; nor is it more 
certain who was the Perſon that ſhot the King by 
this unhappy Accident; the general Report made 
Sir Walter Tyrrell, his Bow-bearer, the unfortu- 

nate 


"HENRY L. we. 
nate Man 3 but ſome of his ere from | 
his own Mouth have affirmed, that he was not in — 
the Field that Day: The Death of William on this 
particular Spot ſeems to leave ſo bright a Tract of 
the Divine Vengeance, that the moſt incredulous 
can hardly aſcribe it to the common Reſults of 

Fortune; when we conſider, that not only Wil- 
liam, but two more of the ſame Family, Sons and 

| Grandſons to William the Conqueror, came to un- 
timely and violent Ends in this unlucky Foreft, 
which the Impiety of that Prince had alienated 

q from the Service of God, by deſtroying no leſs 

1 than Thirty-ſix Parochial Churches, beſides Reli- 

s gious Houſes, to dedicate the ſacred Ground to the 

0 Uſe of wild Beaſts. 
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AYE UF US thus dead, his younger . 
cher Henry immediately ſeized both 
his Treaſure and his Crown, his Bro- 
ther Robert's Abſence in the Holy 
War giving him greater Opportunity 
to eſtabliſn himſelf; thus that unfortunate Prince 
loſt a real and hereditary Crown, while he was 
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24 - A SHORT VIEW, Se. 
ſeeking an imaginary one under the Walls of Jeru- 
ſalem: This was without diſpute an Aggravation of 
the Injuſtice towards Duke Robert, who was to 
have ſucceeded to the Crown, according to the 
Stipulation between him and his Brother William: 
Henry, in Anſwer to this, pleaded, that he was born 
the Son of a King, and Heir to a Crown; where- 
as his elder Brother, being only Son to a Duke, 
could pretend to nothing but his Father's Dutchy. 
This was ſuch another Contention as we find in the 
Per/ian Story, which Diſpute, being left to the Ar- 
bitration of an Uncle, was decided in Favour of 
Xerxes, the younger Brother, becauſe he was born 
Son to a King, and his elder Brother to a private 
Man before his Acceſſion to the Throne: But what 
is more remarkable in that Story is, the quiet Sub- 
miſſion of the baffled Party to this hard Deciſion, 
of which Fuſtin ſays, Nec Viftor inſultaverit, nec 
Victus doluerit. 
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HENRY, thus poſſeſſed of the Crown, and con- 
ſcious of wanting a good Title, thought it the moſt 
prudent Courſe he could take to eſtabliſh himſelf in 
the Affections of the People, by eaſing them of all 
the Hardſhips they lay under by the Impoſition of 
either his Father or Brother; the ſame Severity not 
being now ſo neceſſary as immediately after a Con- 
guet : In order to this Redreſs of Grievance, he 
aboliſhed that ſevere Injunction of his Father's, 
call'd Covrefeu, which obliged all the Engliſb at the 
Sound of a Bell to extipguiſh their Fire and Can- 

dle, 
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Night : Moreover, he gave Leave to his Nobility 
| to build Caſtles, and hunt in his Foreſts, which 
. laſt Liberty was reſtrained with ſo- much Severity 
"2 by his Predeceſſors; - beſides ſeveral other Actions 
: of Bounty, which ſhewed: him a virtuous and good 
> Princ er 0 
0 F n hence we may make this Reflection, that 
fome Advantages accrue to the People; by the 
f Want of a good Title in their Prince, who, conſci- 
n ous of this Defect, is more upon his Guard to diſ- 
e guiſe his vicious Inclinations, which, tho? ſtrong- 
£ er in Uſurpers than lawful Princes, are more com- 
- monly concealed by the Neceſſity of a greater Diſſi- 
„ mulation, while a Senſe of Danger makes them 1 
11 affect Popularity by obliging their People ; where- 
as ſome of our moſt virtuous and lawful Princes, 
conſcious of their Right, have ſacrificed themſelves 
„ to the Malice of the Times, by too obſtinate an 


8, aſſert his Claim to the Crown; but, finding his 
ne Brother Henry in a good Condition to receive him, 
a- PTY he 


dle, and to go to Bed; 


Aſſertion even of their Juſt and legal Prerogatives. 


HENR r 2 found the 3 = this pru- 
dent Behaviour towards his People, whoſe Affections 


- ſupported him in a Time of the greateſt Danger; 


for it was not long before Robert made a Deſcent 
from Normandy, with a very conſiderable Force, to 


it OR pinks ah | 
for any Perſon to be ſeen Abroad after Eight at 
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A SHORT VIEW, Ge. 
he yielded at laſt to the Perſuaſion of thoſe who in- 


- terpos'd to prevent the Effuſion of Blood; and 


ſuch was the Eaſineſs of this Prince's Temper, that 
he accepted at laſt his former Penſion of. 3000 
Marks, upon a Promiſe that he ſhould ſucceed to 
the Crown on the Death of Henry, and ſo reſign- 
ed his Pretenſions; a greater Inſtance of his good 
Nature than his Wiſdom. But it was not long, 
before new Animoſities aroſe between them, which 
being amicably compoſed, Duke Robert comes 


over to make a Viſit to his Brother in England, 


where he was ſo charmed with his Reception, that 
in Return he frankly of his own Accord remitted - 
the 3000 Marks per Annum; but ſoon after, re- 
penting this Generoſity, complained that Henry had 
over-reach*'d him; which, coming to the King's 
Ears, ſo enraged him, that he immediately fell in- 
to Normandy with an Army, and ſoon made him- 
ſelf Maſter of the whole Dutchy except Roan; 
after which Succeſs he returns triumphant into 
England, follow'd by Duke Robert, who hoped to 
make him ſo far relent as to give him back the 
Dukedom, and content his Ambition with the 
Kingdom he had raviſhed from him: But ſo un- 
accountable is the Thirſt of Power, that Henry not 
only rejected this reaſonable Propoſition, but could 
not find in his Heart to treat his Brother with com- 


* 


mon Reſpect; which ill Uſage ſo exaſperated this 


unfortunate Prince, that he immediately had re- 


courſe to Arms, in hopes of recovering his Patri- 


mony: But ſuch was the conſtant F ortune of 
| Henry, 


1 


KP: Y CTY eos 


_ nexed hs to ATE 


HENRY IL 47 


Heury, ak he ſoon vanquiſhed Robert in aBartle, 
in which ten Thouſand Normans were ſlain, and the 
Flower of that Nobility deſtroyed or taken-by the 


Engliſh; who, by a ſtrange Circulation of Events, 
won this Battle, and annexed Normandy to the 


Crown of England; the ſame Day forty Years that 


the Normans won the Battle of Kal ks. and an» 


, thei Number of 45 N un- 


fortunate Robert himſelf, who being committed to 
a cloſe Confinement, and endeavouring to make 
his Eſcape, had his Eyes moſt barbarouſly put out, 
2s ſome Writers report; which Cruelty could not 
ſo break his Heart, ſupported either by natural 


Courage, Chriſtianity, or Philoſophy, but that he 


was contented to ſurvive. twenty eight :Years in 
Priſon, and all that Time in a continual 2 of 
Darkneſs and Horrour. 


Tas Cruelty of Henry to his Brother, if true, 
is an indelible Mark of Infamy on his Memory, 
who, except this one Act of Barbarity, was a very 


Great Man; but it went not long unpuniſhed, ſo 


ſhallow is human Contrivance; for the only legiti- 
mate Son of this King, Prince William, was drown- 
ed with his Siſter and ſeveral others of Royal 
Blood, in their Paſſage between Normandy and 
England; the Hand of Heaven ſnatching away 
this Prince, for whoſe Sake this Cruelty was acted 


on his. Uncle; ſo that _ had no lawful Male- 
| Iſſue 
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48 A SHORT VIEW, G. 
Iſſue tb inherit his unjuſt Poſſeſſions purchaſed with 
ſo horrid a Cruelty; his Daughter Maud, married 

afterw-ard to the Earl of Anjou, Father to Rent 
the ſecond, * his preſumptive Heir. = 1 MY 


3 

Tu Loſs of this only. Son was a ſenſible Mor: 
tification to the Ambition of Henry, who never af. 
ter perfectly enjoy'ꝰ d himſelf, and at laſt died of a 
Surfeit on Lamprey; in him ended the Norman 
Male Line, not extended beyond the ſecond Gene- 
tion, but extinct in the immediate Children of the 
Conqueror, by which we may ſee how one Blaſt of 
Providence can in a Moment tear up by the Roots 
that Power, which the Violence of the Sword had 


4 been almoſt an Wag in . | 2 
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Bur, tho' this King had no more Amstel 
he had a great many natural Children, his Incon- 
tinence being the greateſt of his perfonal Vices; 
and tho* the Example of the Prince often very 
much affects the Manners of the Subject, how- 
ever, in this Reign we find a very memorable In- 
ſtance of Chaſtity in the Perſon of an. Archbiſhop | 
who, being adviſed by his Phyſicians to make uſe 
of a Woman as the only Means to cure an invete- 
rate Diſtemper, reply'd, That the Remedy was 
worſe than the Diſeaſe; and ſo died a Martyr to 
the moſt difficult of all moral Virtues : A wonder- 
ful Example indeed ! but not ſo remarkable in the 
old Man, as the Prieſt. We have a Prelate in 


our own Days, who undoubtedly would have ven- 
tured 
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tured on this Experiment on a leſs Tempe than 
that of Life, ſince he has not been able to con- 
tent himſelf with leſs than three N of his 


| own. 


1x this King's Time uss fir intiuted the 


High Court of Parliament, all Aſſemblies of State 


till now being managed by the King and Nobility, 
divided into Lords Spiritual and Temporal ; but 
this third Order, in Proceſs of Time, by a Revo- 
lution of Property, and aſſuming to themſelves an 
arbitrary Power not warranted by the original Con- 
ſtitution, have in ſome Inſtances, in the Time of 
the late Troubles, very much ſunk and eclipſed the 
OO and Luſtre of the other two. 


S TEP EE N. 
[ 1135.1 


=>), E have ſeen the ſhort Continuance of 
che Empire founded by the Norman 
Conqueror; for, after the Death of 


FR Henry the firſt, Stephen Earl of Boleyn - 
ep i into the Throne, in Prejudice to the Right of 


Maud the Empreſs, Daughter to the laſt King : 


This Stephen was Grandſon to William the C_ 
H . 


50 AS$SHORT VIEW G. 
tor by the Mother's Side, as Maud was Grand- 
daughter by the Father; ſo that the Poffef- 
fron of the Crown for at leaſt three Sucteſficns, 
William, Henry, and Stephen, was a contifiued 
Ulſurpation ; ; this Frequency of irregular Succeſ- 
ſions has given Occaſion to Men of ill Principles 
to juſtify the tumultuary Election of the People, 
and their own unwarrantable Actions, by the 
Example of paſt Ages, which is very ill Logick 
to found an Argument upon; for, if this Maxim 
be allowed, Sacrilege, Murder, and Blaſphemy 
may as eaſily be defended by a Preſcription of Time 
and Cuſtom, as any irregular Violation in the Con- 
ſtitution of Government; becauſe ſuch Things 
have been done before, it is no Conſequence that 
Poſterity ſhould follow the pernicious Example; 

eſpecially when we conſider, that Uſurpations, as 
they are founded on Injuſtice and Rapine, muſt 
_ neceſſarily be ſupported by the ſame Principles, 
and a greater Expefice of Blood and Treaſure than 
would maintain the Neceſſities of the Government 
four times as long under a quiet and lawful Ad- 
miniſtration; a conſpicuous Example of which 
Truth will be given in the following Reign of this 
Stephen, whoſe unjuſt Seizure of the Crown flung 
this Kingdom into terrible Convulſions for ſome 
Years, by engaging the Nation in a cruel and un- 
natural Civil War between theſe two Competitors - 
land and Stephen ; the ill Confequences of which 
might have been continued to Poſterity, if the Care 
of Heaven by timely taking away Euſtace, Son to 


o& 


5 $ NE P H E N. 8 


the Uſurper, had not confined his A the 
Term of his own Life : Far Stephen, thus childleſs, 
could in Reaſon have no further Object of his Am- 


bition, than to live quiet during his whole Reign, 


and then ſuffer the Succeſſion to return into the 
right Channel; nothing being mare eaſy, than ta 
be juſt when we have no further Intereſt to be 
otherwiſe. This Conſideration brought him at laſt 
to Terms of Agreement, after ſeveral bloody Bat 
tles with almoſt equal Viciſſitude of gogd and bad 
Fortune; The Conditions of this Treaty were, 
that Stephen ſhould quietly enjoy the Crown during 
his natural Life, and in the mean time Henry, Son 
to Maud, ſhauld be declared preſumptive: Heir: 
and after S/eabeu's Neath ſucceed. To this Agree- 
ment both Parties willingly conſented, tho' ſame of 

the Nobility, who had too firmly adhered to Ste- 
phen's Party, conſcious of their own Guilt, and 


_ apprehenſive of Henrys Reſentment when he ſhould - 8 


come to the Throne, advis d the King againſt the 
Succeſſjon of that Prince, preferring their own pri- 


vate Security to the publick Good and the Safety 


of Poſterity 3 but this wicked Advice was prudent- 


y rejected by Stephen, who, if he had been capa- 


ble of following this Counſel, would have been the 


laſt of Mankind, and have made the blackeſt Figure 


in Story ; it being impoſſible to conceive human 
Nature ſo totally deprav'd, as to be wicked merely 


for Wickedneſs ſake, which he muſt have been, 


had he cantrived à Prolongation of his own In- 


ne of which he could reap no longer Benefit; 
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52 A 8 HORT VIE W, Sc. 


this would have been a Deſire to do Miſchief after 


Death, and to make War upon Right and Equity 


inthe Grave, notwithſtanding in our own Times 


we have ſeen the very thing done in a parallel Caſe. 


This Stephen, barring the Guilt of Uſurpation, was 


in other Reſpects a Prince of great Courage and 


Wiſdom ; as an Inſtance of the former Quality, | 


our Chronicles relate, that when defeated in a Bat- 
tle againſt Maud, and his whole Army routed and 


fled, he ſcorned to follow their Example, and, the? 
abandoned by all his Retinue, rode about the Field 
with his Sword in his Hand, daring and braving 
the Victor, who for a great while was afraid to ap- 
proach him ; the Words of Hoveden are, Horren- 


 tibus inimicis ictuum ejus immanitatem. But at laſt, 


overpowered by Numbers, he was taken Priſoner, 


and very rigorouſly treated by Maud, who now had 


The Game in her Hands, if ſhe had known how to 
manage it; but elated with her good Fortune, 
through Inſolence and Want of | Addreſs, ſhe dif- 
guſted the Londoners, who, revolting from her Par- 
ty, turn'd the Scale, and reſtored the Fortunes of 
Stephen; ſo great a Weight in all Revolutions had 
the Faction of that powerful City, even at a Time 


that it was not by a tenth Part ſo nn as 
now. 


or, after the A greement about the Succeſſion, 
Stephen quietly enjoy'd the Crown too dearly pur- 
chaſed by ſo much Blood and Labour; and now 


he ſhew'd the World, that he was as capable of 
Governing 


Es 


Governing his is People in in Time of — as. com- 
manding his Armies in War! > but, as if Action 

were his only Element, he did not long ſurvive to 
enjoy his Repoſe. Upon the Death of Stepben ſuc- 
ceeded a French Family, who govern'd this King- 
dom for ſeveral Ages with great Glory and Splen- 
dor ; theſe following Kings being of a different Race, 

ve will reſerve the Hiſtory of their Affairs for ano- 
ther Section. 
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— cc CCORDING to the Treaty with $te- 
pPben, as well as in due Order of 
4 || Succeſſion, Henry the Second, Son 

7. 8 to Maud the Empreſs, and Great 
ö Grandſon to Willigm the Conqueror, 
ended the Throne; in this Prince center'd all 
the Pretences both Norman and Saxon to the Crown 
of England; the Father of Henry was Geofrey of 
Anjou, who, from a Sprig of Broom which he 
wore in his Bonnet, aſſumed the Surname of Plan- 
tagenet, ſo illuſtrious in the Engliſb Chronicles for 
a long Deſcent of gallant Princes; Henry, adorn- 
ed with Generoſity, Courage, and many other Vir- 
tues, might well be reckoned among our great and 
fortunate Princes, if the Undutifulneſs of his Chil 


. dren had not interrupted his Felicity; his Diſpute 


afterwards with Becket gave him great Uneaſineſs, 
and diſturbed the Peace of his Reign, yet nothing 


went ſo near his Heart as the Diſobedience of thoſe, 
from 


from whom he might have aps holy but 
Returns of Gratitude, Duty, and- Affection; ; the 
wonderful trade of this Prince toward his 
Children made their Crimes ſo much more black 
and unpardonable : He was ſo fond of his eldeſt 
Son Henry, that, not content to leave him his Do- 
minions after his Death, he would make him ſhare 
both Power and Majeſty during his own Life; for 
he crown'd him King, and made the Nobility 
| ſwear Allegiance to him: How great a Weakneſs 
this was, Experience medal © convinced him ; 
for when, to honour the Solemnity of his Son's 
Coronation, he would needs carry himfelf the firſt 


Diſh to his Table, the inſolent young Man told 


thoſe, who took Notice of the Honour his Father 
did him, that it was but fit the Son of a Duke 
ſhould wait upon the Son of a King ; a Saying 
equally brutal, infolent, and ungrateful ; and, to ſhew 
that he was in earneſt, he ſoon after fell into open 
Rebellion, imparient of a Rival even in the Perſon 
who had both given him Majefty and Life : Up- 
on this, the better to fupport himſelf, he called 
the French King, his Father-in-law, to his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and inveigled his two younger Brothers, 
Richard and John, to be Partakers of his Guilt, 
m which, as they bore a Part, ſo they ſhared in his 
Punifhments ; this Prince himſelf was cut off be- 
fore the F lower of his Age'; his Brother Richard 
came to a violent End at laſt, beſide the Trouble 
and Chagrine of a long Impriſonment; and Jobn, 
after a miſerable Life, which was a conſtant Series 
of 
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of Calamities, Vexations, and Misfortunes, ended | 
his unhappy Days, as ſome ſay, by Poiſon; ſo ſe + 


A] 


A SHORT VIEW, Sc. 


verely was the Breach of filial Duty revenged up- 
on the immediate Perſons of theſe three Princes, as 
well as their Poſterity. The next Misfortune of 
Henry was the Miſunderſtanding between him and 
Becket, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who, tho? in 
the main a good Man, was very 'much to blame 


to be ſo contumacious with his Prince: Becket fled 


into France, where he was ſupported both by the 
King and the Pope againſt Henry ; at laſt, being 


reconciled, and reſtored to his Archbiſhoprick, he 


was barbarouſly murdered at his own Altar by four 
Knights, who officiouſly thinking to pleaſe the 


King, tho* without his Command or Knowledge, 
perpetrated this execrable Murder ; being neither 


deterred from ſo flagitious an Attempt by the Cha- 
racter of the Perſon, nor the Sanctity of the Place: 
But the Murderers, inſtead of meeting their ex- 
pected Reward, in a few Years all miſerably pe- 
riſned in Exile: The Archbiſhop: was reputed a 
Martyr, and ſoon after canoniz'd at Rome by the 


Title of St. 7. bomas of Canterbury, 7 


K ING Wi in Recompence of his Suffer- 
ings, built him a magnificent Shrine, at which he 
offered his Crown, after having been ſoundly whipt 
by the whole Convent in his Paſſage to the Tomb. 


IMMENSE were the Riches which the Superſti- 


tion of that Age devoted to this Shrine; for the 
King 


- 


wy 10 HARD 1. 3 
Kings of N as well as England, made fre- 
quent Pilgrimages to St. Thomas, whoſe Tomb they _ 
adorned with Gifs of an ONO Value, | # 
Tu HESE Troubles about the Archbiſhop,” 5 
the frequent Rebellions of his Sons, and a Series 
of Misfortunes at the latter End of his Reign, ſunk 


ſo deep in the Spirit of Henry, as to finiſh his Life 
Helo te Courſe of Bus exacted. 5 


4 
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| Hor WB bl. 
DYED E was ſucceeded by his Son Richard 
the firſt, a magnificent, valiant, gene- 
rous and good - natured Prince, but a 
little too fierce and inſolent; of this 
Richard they tell that unaccountable Story ſo fre- 
er- quent in the Hiſtories of all Ages, That, upon his 
he Approach to his Father's Corpſe, the dead Body 
we immediately bled; which Spectacle ſo ſenſibly 
9. 5 touch'd him, that he burſt into a Torrent of Tears, 
to expiate his repeated Violations. of paternal Au- 
ſti · thority; a Crime ſo heinous, that the Chineſe affirm 
the it is not in the Power of Heaven to forgive. 
. 1 RICHARD, 


MN} 


RY Wii's OR on e Wn 
apply d his Thoughts wholly, according to the De. 
votion of that Age, to his intended Expedition to 
the Holy Land; in order to which he rais'd all the - 
Money he could, by ſelling and mortgaging his 
Lands and Jewels, befides the voluntary Contribu 
tions of his People all which he conſumed in 4 
ſhort Time in this unneceſſary Expedition, beſides 
900000 l. which he found in his Father's Coffers, 
an incredible Sum for that Age: But, tho' he ex- 
pended ſo vaſt a Treaſure, he acquired no leſs a 
Reputation to himſelf and Country by his glorious 
Actions againſt the Saracens, whom he vanquiſhed 
in ſeveral Rencounters, engaging. with the Great 
Saladine Hand to Hand, whom h overthrew both 
Horſe and Man to the Ground, and planted the 
Engliſh Lions on the Walls of Acon; but what is 
a greater Accumulation of Glory, in his Paſſage to 
the Holy Land he not only revenged ſome Inſults 
received from the Sicilians, but added a new-King- 
dom to his other Titles; for, being affronted by 
a Greek Tyrant who had ſeized the Te of Cyprus,” 
he immediately debark*d his Troops and made 
himſelf Maſter of the Iſland, Patte the 2 "IT 

into Chains of Silver. 


38 Hy 1 


— 


AFTERWARDS, in the Holy Land, "Laing 
into Diſſenſion with Leopold of Auſtria, who' reſeit- 
ed his pulling down the Imperial Eagle and ſetting 


the Arms of England on the Walls of — when 
they 


nen A, 3 D.1 


they * that Town from the e * reſol- 
ved to return Home, - after having, made. the beſt 

Conditions he , could. with Salading, This Inſult 
ſo mortally diſguſted Leopold, picqued already with 


Envy at the Glory and Reputation of Richard, that 


he afterwards tog a ſevere, un on Zug it detainin ning 
fo 


him Priſoner in his Return for England ; 
Richard, in his Way Home, failin 6-4 his Fleet 
up the Aariatick Guiph, ace in Hria, whence 


(TIF 


vered, and perfidiqully ſeiz d, in Violation of the 


Laws of Hoſpitality, in the Territories « of "the Arch: ; 
duke of Aufria, who er delivered bim! into the | 


Hands of hig mortal E the Emperor, by 


whom he was detained a Priſoner till 390080 J. Ran- 


ſom delivered him; ſo vaſt a Sum for theſe Tires, 


that the Church Plate of Englayd was ſold to raiſe 


the Money. After: fifteen Months Impriſonment 


he returned Home, when he took a ſeyere Rever 

on his Brother John, by diſpoſſeſſing him of all his 
Lands, for his turbulent Practices and ambitious 
Intrigues during his Abſence: Afterwards beſicg- 
ing a Caſtle in France (whither one of his Subjects, 
who had found a great Freaſure and refuſed to give 


him a Share, was fled) he was thot from the Walls 


by a Croſs- bow, of which Wound in four Days he 
died; but, the Place being immediately rendered, 


the Perſon, who wounded him, being brought i into 

his Preſeace, was ſo far from repenting or mak; 

any Excuſes, that, on the contrary, he juſtify'd the 

Action, declaring, he did it in Revenge of * Fa- 
| * 2 : ther 
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ther A two Brothers, kill'd by ' Richard: The 


Fierceneſs and Inſolence of this Declaration deſer- 
ved a ſeverer Return than what he found from the 
Generoſity and Goodneſs of this great King, who 


not only releas' d, but gave him a hundred Skil- 


lings, with a Command that no- body ſhould tough 
a Heir of his Head ; but as ſoon as the Breath was 


cout of the Body of Richard, his Friends thinking 
themſelves obliged rather to follow the Dictates of 


Revenge, than obey the laſt Commands of their 
dying Prince, immediately ſeized the Wretch and 
flea'd him alive. Such was the End of this mag- 
nanimous Richard the firſt, from his Greatneſs of 


Mind and Courage, ſurnamed Cæur de Lyon, who 


not content to be known at Home, as if Europe 
were too narrow a Theatre for his Glory, by his 
Courage and great Enterprizes extended the Repu- 
tation and Terror of the Engl: iſh Arms to ther remo- 
teſt Farts of the Eaſt. TaPMIOZL ; 25 JTEM 


Zz\ P 0 N the Death of Richard, his 
Brother John, defying the Right of his 
Bl Nephew Aritbur, Son to Geoffrey his el- 
= der Brother, leap'd into the T hrone; 


it t being high Time now, according to the Cuſtom of 
=P _ 


* 


E 1 to 1 another U ee there having 
been already two lineal and lawful Succeſſions: The 
Abſence of the unfortunate, Arthut gave an Oppor- 
tunity to John, who was upon the Place, to poſſeſs 
himſelf of the Government, which he held by the O 
| fame flagitious Means he acquired it, oppreſſing 
the Nobility, and invading the Eiberties of the 
Church; which Enormities filled his Reign with 
a confine Series of Troubles and en, : 
Bo "5h hs Crone was' not t 0 eaſily tniaktitain's: as 
acquir d; a great deal of Blood and Treaſure muſt 
be firſt wiſted, before there could be a firm Eſta- 
bliſhment of this unjuſt Poſſeſſion: Arthur aſſerts 
his Right by Arms, flinging himſelf into the Pro- 
tection of the French King, who by repeated Oaths 


and Proteſtations aſſures Conſtance, the Mother of 


Arthur, never to abandon the Intereſt of her Son, 
till he had reſtored him to his juſt Inheritance, But 
we ſhall ſoon ſee the Effects of all theſe Rhodo- 
montades : John was no ſooner arrived in Norman- 
dy to defend that Dutchy, but the French King 
bribed by the Condeſcenſions of Jobn, who yield- 
ed him a great Part of his Tranſmarine Territories, 
baſely violates his Promiſes, and abandons the Inte- 
reſt of Arthur, whom he had ſo ſolemnly ſworn to 


protect; by which we may ſee that Princes, ungui- 


ded by Principles of Honour, often facrifice their 
Glory to their Intereſt, by committing Actions 
which would be infamous in private Men. | 


UPO 
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27 dearly purchaſe a Security of bis viurp'd Vitle, re- 


turns with great Satisfaction into England, where he 
found not the ſame Temper in his People; the 
Nobility, highly diſguſted at the mean Spirit of 
their Prince, remonſtrate to him the Prejudice and 
Injury which the whole Nation ſuſtained in the 
Loſs of ſo great a Part of his Dominions, beſides 
the Diſhonour of this infamous Treaty with 
France: But they deſerved this Uſage for ſupport- 
ing a wrong Title; it not being eaſy to conceive 
that an Uſurper, who is only a Father in-law, 
ſhould look with the ſame Eye of Affection upon 
his Subjects as 2 lawful King, ho is the natural 
Parent of his Country; the Truth of this Reflection 
is confirmed by frequent Examples in all Ages, b 
which we may ſee how often the Defect of a juſt 
Title is ſupported by the precarious Intruder, at the 
Expence not only of his own Honour, but the Safety, 

' Intereſt, and Welfare of the People. This ſcan- 
dalous Treaty, and other Violations of the Suhjectz 
Rights, made this Prince fo deſpicable and hated, 
that the Nobility refuſed to follow him into Wor- 
mandy, where Arthur, meeting with new Friends 
to ſupport the Juſtice of his Cauſe, had a 
the War. 


Ar the ſame Time Philip of France with the 
fame perfidious Levity breaks the Treaty between 


PRs and King mr by re- aſſiſting Prince Ar- 
Four 


5 VCELFOIRNH A 
nur; in which A fa che ſeemed to be now in ear- 
neft, by giving 24/;9nr- one of his 2 

Marriage; the Links of Intereſt being much 
ſtronger than the e an, n 


roſity. | HY; 105 


Ar fitſt Arthur carried all before him, poſſeſ- 
ſing himfelf of ſevrral Towns in Anjou and Tow- 
rain, in one” of Which he took Priſoner-Eleanor, his 

own Grandmother; and Mother to Jobn, which 
Princeſs he treated with all imaginable Reſpect and 
Duty, more than ſhe could expect at his Hands, 
after having ſo unjuſtly ſupported the Pretenſions 
of her Son againſt the e of her r 


In che mean while John, with what Power he 
could raiſe, ſails over into Normandy, where 


ſtrengthening his Army with more Forces, he 


came ſo ſuddenly on his Nephew Arthur, as to de- 
feat him in Battle and take him Priſoner, the Sword 
of Juſtice. at this Time being too weak for that of 
Oppreſſion. 8 
AR 7 HU R, thus unfortunately fallen into the 
Hands of his mortal Enemy, was committed to 
cloſe Cuſtody, after which he not long ſurviv'd; 
whether or no he broke his Neck from the Walls 


of a Caſtle, where he was confined, in endeavour- 


ing to make his Eſcape, as was given out, or elſe 

was ſacrificed to the Security of the Tyrant's Am- 

bition, is | uncertain 3 but the moſt” general Opinion 
15, 


6 As HORT VIEW, G. 
is, that he was made away; it being not at all 
ſtrange that an Uſurper, and ſo wicked a Man, 
ho had no more Conſcience than to deprive bs 
df his Hereditary Right, ſhould: as little PF; to 
take away his Life as $ his Crown, e 


Death of his Rival, he meditates Revenge upon 
his undutiful Barons, whom he oppreſſes with all 
Manner of Violence, which compels them to take 
Arms and endeavour to reduce him to Reaſon; 
while Jobn, to ſtrengthen his Temporal Sword 
with the Authority of the Spiritual, ſends to the 
Pope, and complains of his inſolent Subjects: Up- 
on which, the Pope, finding ſome Intereſt in ad- 
hering to the King, unjuſtly ſends him over an 
Abſolution from all Covenants with his Subjects, 
whom he threatens with the Thunder of the Church 
for their Diſobedience to their Prince: But it was 
not long before he fell out with the Pope himſelf, 
as well as his own Subjects, whom he now treats 
with the laſt Severity; having gathered an Army 
of Poickouvins, Gaſcones, and other French, which 
made him ſo ſuperior in Strength, that the Barons 
were forced to fly for Refuge into Scotland, leaving 
their Caſtles to the Mercy of John, who faz d 
them all to the Ground, 1 


V 

| | 0 

Arx this, . himſelf RAY by. the 7 
1 

þ 


Tux Nobility hs diſtreſs d, had but one Re- 
courſe, which was, to implore the Aſſiſtance of 


the French King, who, laying hold of this favour- 
| able 


JOHN. 1 65 
able Opportunity, ſends over his Son Lewis with a 


powerful Army, whom the whole Nation, revolt- 
ing from Jobn, crown'd King at London: Here 
we cannot but take Notice of a vulgar Error in 
our common Chronicles, which falſly ftile this 
Lewis, Dolphin; whereas in truth Humbert Dol- 
phin of Viennois left not his Principality, till the 


Time of our Edward the Third, to the Crown. of 


France. 


| Tas Revolution could not have been ſo eaſily 
compaſs'd, if the Pope had not been as violent 


againſt John, as either France or his own Subjects; 
about 


the Occaſion of their Quarrel was a Diſpute ab 

the Election of an Archbiſhop of Canterbury; in 
which Affair the King's obſtinate Reſiſtance of the 
Papal Authority drew on his Head the Cenſures 
of the Church, which Misfortune alone, in that 
Age of Spiritual Tyranny, was enough to cruſh 
any Temporal Prince, without a Concurrence of 
or Dangers. | 


Tris Chain of Misfortunes reduced this un- 
happy King to ſuch an ill Condition, that he was 
forced to abſcond for a conſiderable Time, in 
which, having arm'd ſome Veſſels, he turn'd Pi- 

rate and lived by Plunder, treating alike both Stran- 
gers and his own Subjects, whom he purſued with 
an implacable Revenge; till being at laſt reconciled 
to the Pope, by a baſe Submiſſion of holding his 
Crown as a Fief of the See of Rome, he was re- 
| ** ſtored 
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66 ASHORT VIEW, &c 
ſtored to his regal Dignity by that haughty Pre- 
late, but not till he had humbled himſelf, by de- 
poſiting his Regalia at the Feet of his Legate Pan- 

dolphus, upon which he waited three Days before 

the inſolent Prieſt thought fit to reſtore his Crown. 
Upon this Submiſſion was alſo recalled the Inter- 
diction of the whole Kingdom, which had laſted 
fix Years, to the great Ineonvenience and Detri- 


ment of the Ar 


TR Pope, having gratified his Vanity by this 
Humiliation of a Soveraign Prince, now takes him 
into his Protection, and commands the French. to 
moleſt no more the King of England, who had fo 
dutifully reconciled himſelf to the See of Rome; 
tho? not long before he had commiſſioned the 
French King to be the Miniſter of his Apoſtolical 
Vengeance, in executing his Bulls of Excommuni- 
cation againſt John, who now began to retrieve his 
Fortunes and get Ground of his Enemies, his Sub- 
jets beginning to return to their Duty, when they 
ſaw him releaſed from the Cenſures of the Church. 
And now he was in a fair Way of recovering his 
Crown, when an unexpected Accident put an End 
both to his Hopes and his Life: As he paſſed the 
Waſhes between Norfolk and Lincolnſbire, a ſud- 
den Irruption of the Sea drowned Part of his Ar- 
my, and deſtroyed all his Baggage, Furniture, and 
Carriages, which Misfortune touch'd him ſo ſen- 
ſibly, that he ſoon after died with Grief; tho' ſome 


Writers have affirmed, that he was poiſon'd by a 
Monk 


JOHN. 2 4 , ly 


Monk of Swinſttad Abbey ; which Way ſoever he 
died, the Cataſtrophe was ſuited to all the reſt of 


his Life, which was a conſtant Scene of Violence, 
Blood, and Calamities, the common Fruits of Ty- 
ranny and Uſurpation. 3 


TXro' no King of England has made a worſe 


Figure in Story than this unhappy Prince, we 
ought not however to receive, with an implicit 
Faith, all that has been committed to Poſterity 
concerning him; the Writers of theſe Times, being 


all Clergymen, were his mortal Enemies, and we 


find not but that Order of Men, being no leſs ſuſ- 
ceptible of Revenge than other People, ſcruple as 
little to invent any Stories for their own Advantage, 
or to blacken the Reputation of their Enemies; of 
this Nature, till we have better Authority, we will 
conclude the Story, that this King ſhould ſend to a 
Saracen Prince in Spain to invite him to his Aſſiſ- 
tance, upon which Condition he would oblige him- 
ſelf to marry his Daughter, and turn Mahometan: 
Beſides this, there are ſeveral other Stories of the 
like Nature, which, if true, are convincing Proofs 
of his being abandoned to the laſt — 


; * — 3 
— — x — — 
— — ab CAE 
- - 8 _——_—__—_— K 8 
— Pre eo od cd * ry - 
a 4 ry . 
zg— —— ·ĩVę——— TIES — —————— — = 
— ne — — % a= N ET TT ITS 4 (> 


68 A SHORT VIEW, &c. 


(Ed; 2 a) IE 8 © I 
8 7 <@ Nec = 


HENRY III. 


[ 1226. * 


E Henry, an Infant of nine Years old, 
| EE was immediately proclaimed King by 


WLSS WG & that Party which adhered to his Father: 


This was no ſmall Surprize to Lewis, 
who thought himſelf ſecured by the Death of his 
Rival King Fob» ; but, not long after being de- 
feated at the Battle of Lincoln, he was forced to 
capitulate, and, upon the Receipt of 15,000 
Marks, immediately to abjure all Pretence to the 
Crown of England; after which he returned into 
France : Upon this, the publick Tranquillity was 


every-where reſtored, after ſo many Convulſions - 


in the preceding Reign: So that now appeared no- 
thing but a Proſpect of future Peace and Happi- 
neſs, the People being univerſally united to their 
young King, not only by the Bonds of Duty, but 
Intereſt, notwithſtanding their Aﬀections had been 
ſo alienated from his Father; the Engliſh not being 
arrived to that Height of Injuſtice, to think the 
Miſcarriages of John ought to prejudice the _ 
an 


P ON the Death of John, his Son 
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and . of Henry. During the Minority of 
this King, Affairs were managed with great Pru- 
dence and Juſtice, under the Conduct of the Earl 
of Pembroke, who had the Title of Protector; 
but as ſoon as the young Henry took the Reins into 
his own Hands, the Difference was viſible between 
the Maxims of Prudence and Juſtice, and the giddy 
Unſteadineſs of a raſh young Man, carried away 
by every Paſſion ; his.firſt Miſcarriage was the Re- 
yocation of the Foreſt-Charters, and other Immu- | 
nities granted to his Subjects, on Pretence that they 
were extorted from him by the Neceſſities of his 
Minority; but that which moſt of all diſguſted 
the Nobility was, the great Countenance and Fa- 
your which he ſhewed to Foreigners, by giving 
them Enghſp Titles and Eſtates ; eſpecially upon 
his making one Walleran, a Dutchman, Keeper of 
Berkhamſtead Caſtle : This ſo enraged the Great 
Lords, that they immediately took Arms, which 
they declared they would not lay down till the 
King ſhould remove the Dutchman, and reſtore 
the Caſtle to Richard Earl of Cornwall, who had 
been diſplaced before. I am ſorry to obſerve, the 
ſame thing has happened in our own Days: We 
have ſeen a Dutchman loaded with Poſts, Grants, 
and Honours, without the ſame Reſentment. This 
peremptory Meſſage ſtartled the King, and obliged 
him to ſacrifice his Affections to his own and the 
Intereſt of his People; ſo jealous were the Engliſb 
at this Time of any Partiality in their Prince to- 
wards thoſe whom the Wiſdom of our Laws has 

| not 


er 
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not put upon the ſame Foot. with Natives ; but i in 
this Point of Submiſſion to F oreigners, their dege. 


nerate Poſterity have been much tamer than their 


rave * 


Tarn E King's Condeſcenſions to the Requeſt of 
his People calmed theſe Commotions for the pre- 


ſent; but they ſoon after broke out again, upon 


his reſuming the ſame violent Courſes ; for now, 
upon his Marriage with Eleanor, Daughter to Ray- 


mond Earl of Provence, with which Lady he had 
no Portion, no Manner of Intereſt or great Alliance, 


there came over ſuch Swarms of poor Provencal,, 
as were very burdenſome to the People, who, out 


of their own Neceſſities, muſt contribute to the 


Maintenance of theſe unneceſſary Strangers: This 


obliged the Nobility to confederate again, in order 


to redreſs this Grievance, which was ſo intolerable, 


that one Foul de Brent held at one Time no leſs 
than four Earldoms, Nottingham, Oxford, Buck- 


ingbam, and Bedford. 


Bur the King, more ſtubborn now than before, 
inſtead of giving the Barons Satisfaction upon their 


Remonſtrances, ſends over for more Strangers to 


ſupport his Injuſtice, and outlaws the Lords for 
Difobedience and Contumacy : Theſe unwarrant- 
able and arbitrary Meaſures make the Detection 
more general, and increaſe the Strength of the No- 
bility, who at laſt reduce him to ſuch Neceſſities, 


that he was forced to > ſend — Letters to 
* 


"HENRY II. 2, 
wate and inconſiderable Men, to borrow con- 
temptible Sums of Money; declaring, it was more 


Charity to relieve him than a Beggar at the Door: 


W To ſuch Neceſſities are ill Princes reduced, whoſe 
W unjuſtifiable Actions make them unworthy the Af- 
fections and Aſſiſtance of their People; for the 


whole Reign of this King was an intermittent Di- 


temper in the Body Politick, occaſioned by Male 
aaminiſtration. This ill Conduct, through a Want 
of Genius, made him ſo little in the Eyes of his 


People, that Simon de Montfort had the Impudence 
in a Diſpute to give him the Lie; in which Inſo- 
lence he was protected by the Nobility then pre- 
ſent from the King's juſt Reſentment, who com- 
manded he ſhould be driven out of his Doors : 
Such a Violation of Majeſty, unknown to politer 
Ages, very much reflects on the Manners of this 


* 


Time. The whole Reign of this Prince was filled 


with continual Broils between the Crown and the 
Nobility, who perhaps in ſome Caſes might be as 
much to blame as the King; a Spirit of Faction 
making them as untractable and inſolent in ſome 


Things, as the King was arbitrary and — 
ble in others. 


Bu r all theſe Troubles were at laſt appeaſed by 
| his Confirmation of the Great Charter granted by 
his Father : This Solemnity was performed with 
the greateſt Ceremony imaginable, the Infringers 
being curſed by Bell, Book, and Candle. After 
this Aſſurance given to his People, he nn, that 
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Quiet in his Old Age which his Weakneſs and ill 
Conduct had denied to his Youth, dying at laſt in 
a Calm, who had lived all his Life in a Storm, after 
a Reign of fifty-ſix Years; the longeſt of any | 
Prince that ever fat on the Throne of England. 
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n ET: 0 whom ſucceeded Edward, the fi 
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of that Name ſince the Conqueſt; 
EG) whoſe Genius, Courage, and other 
5 8 ED ſhining Qualities, received a greater 
Nr from the contrary Imperfections in his 
Father and Predeceſſor: Edward was in the Holy ; 
Land- at the Time of his Father's Death, the gail 
News of which he met in his Journey homewarc, MW Col 
being accompanied by his charming and beloved in t 
Wife, Queen Eleanor, a Princeſs of extraord: 

nary Virtues, and particularly renowned for the 
Greateſt in a Wife, her Conjugal Piety ; of which 

ſhe gave a convincing Teſtimony 3 when Edwark, 
wounded in, Paleſtine by an invenomed Knife, was 

deſpaired of by his Phyſicians, ſhe applied her 


Mouth to the Orifice of the Wound, and ſucked 
EE” | | out 
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out the Poiſon, thus preſerving the Life of her 
Lord wieh the imminent Hezard of her own. 
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EDWARD Keegy in Safety, on * 
ſignaliz d his Courage and Proweſs in a Tourna- 
ment as he paſſed through France, by his good 
Government at firſt gave his Subjects all the pro- 
miſing Hopes of an auſpicious Reign; for he re- 
dreſſed all the Grievances of which they com- 
plain'd, and confirm'd the Privileges granted by | 
his Predeceſſors; and, had not the Stain of Cruelty — g 
towards his Enemies, the Molſb and Scots, defaced - 
the Reputation of his other Virtues, he wanted no 
Quality to compleat the Hero : But tho* this un- 

manly Paſſion ſeldom dwells in the ſame Breaſt with 
Courage, being commonly the Reſult of Fear; yet 
this Thirſt of Revenge ſprung from ſome other 
Motive in this Prince, than whom no Man was ever 
more ys, TM 
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TR x firſt Occafion of drawing his Sword was a- 
gainſt the Yelſh, who, endeavouring to free their 
Country from the Engliſh Tyranny, were revolted; 
in this War Leoline the laſt Prince of Royal Britih 
Blood was ſlain, and his Brother David taken and 
executed; after which both their Heads, in Deriſi- 

| on crown'd withe Ivy, were ſet on the Tower of 
London ; too barbarous a Treatment of ſoveraign 
Princes. | | 


Tax Reduction of ales was no ſooner ſettled, * 


„ A SHORT VIEW; &c. 
but Edward was involved in a more troubleſome 
Affair; a Quarrel, which not only laſted his whole 
Life, but ſow'd ſuch Seeds of Rancour and Animo- 
| ſity between the two Nations of England and Scot- 

land, as remain'd for ſeveral Generations, till a hap- 
py Period was put to this fatal Feud by an Unior 
of the two Crowns in the Beginning of the laſt Cen- 
tury; a Bleſſing, which the Stupidity and Ingrati- 
tude of a certain F action has made both — 
deſerve. | 


, E $ 


TAE Death of the het of Scotland at th 
©: wy without Iſſue, made a great Competition 
for the Crown; among the numerous Pretenders 
Bruce and Baliol ſtood the faireſt, 'of whoſe Title 
Edward, by a pretended Superiority over that 
Kingdom, challeng'd the Decifion ; 1 in order to 
which he firſt offered the Crown to —_ (who was 
look*d upon not to have the better Pretence) on 
condition he would hold it from the Crown of Eng- 
land: But the gallant Prince, rejecting the ignomi- 
nious Offer, 'would not ſacrifice to his own Ambiti- 
on the Honour and Rights of his Country 3, by 
which Greatneſs of Spirit he deſerved a Crown fo 
much more, as he defired it leſs, than his Compe- 
titor Baliol, who, more greedy of the Bauble, at- 
cepted the Conditions, and by the Power of Edward 
was placed on the Throne, doing Homage to the 
| Donor according to the Agreement: This Conde 
ſcenſion in Baliol deſtroy' d him in the Eſteem of his 
People, and on the other hand raiſed their Vene- 

ration for the Virtues of his Ri val. 


Bur 


Bu r it was not long before he himſelf was diſ- 
guſted at Edward for ſummoning him to appear, 
as a Delinquent, in his Courts of Juſtice 3 with 
which Order tho' he had no more Spirit but to 
comply, however this Indignity left ſuch a Sting in 
his Mind, as ſoon after burſt into open Reſent- 
ment upon his Return; the Conſequences of which 
were an open Defiance of Edzvard, by a Renunci- 
ation of the Fealty ſworn before: This Conduct of 
the Scot involved the two Nations in a bloody War, 
in which Edward ſucceſsful overruns the Kingdom 
of Scotland, and brings the mean-ſpirited Balidl to 
freſh Terms of Submiſſion; nevertheleſs he ſent 
him Priſoner into Exgland, and then returned him- 
ſelf, leaving Scatland in a perfect State of Sub- 
jection, under the Government of thoſe whom he 
appointed to preſide, Here we cannot but reflect 
how ſo poor and ill-peopled a Country, as Scotland, 
could ſo long reſiſt the Riches, Numbers, and 
Force of England, which lying nearer to the Sun 
has all the Advafitages of a more ſouthern Situa- 
tion, Fertility of Soil, Plenty of Proviſions, more 
Hands to fight, and more Money to pay them. 
After this Conſideration, we muſt aſcribe the noble 
Defence which they have made in all Ages to the 
Courage and Bravery of the People; eſpecially the 
Nobility and Gentry, who without diſpute have 
been a very gallant Race; till, within a Century and 
half, the Scotch Nation imbibed that wretched Spi- 
"i rit 
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krit of Enthuſiaſm, ſo deſtructive to all Principles of 


Honour, and incompatible with human Society, 
the horrid Doctrines of depoſing and murdering 


Kings, which laid to the Charge of the Jeſuits are 
even deny*d by that Order, being the avow'd Prin- 


ciples of the rigid Preſbyterians, + 


| 1 E RE we ſhall ſoon ſee an Inſtance of this 


Bravery, and how great an Effort the Reſolution 
of one gallant Man can make; this was the famous 
William Wallace, a private Gentleman, but of a 
good Family, who, commiſerating the deplorable 


Condition of his Country, gathered together at firſt 
ſome few Perſons, whom the like Ardour and Re- 


ſolution, inſpired by a Love of Liberty, made 


Companions of his glorious Enterprize : With 


| theſe few Troops the Hero, like another Guſta- 


vus Ericſon, fally'd from the Mountains and 
Faſtneſſes, and, with a Fortune equal to that of the 
illuſtrious Swede, almoſt drove the Enemy out of 
his Country, by giving the Eugliſb many notable 
Defeats; till Edward came himſelf with a new 
Army, but his old Fortune, which put a Stop to 
the Current of theſe Victories, and defeated the 
Scots at the Battle of Fonkirk, with a Slaughter of 


of 40000 on their Side, as our Writers report : But 
wie muſt not tao eaſily give Credit to Hiſtorians in 
this one Point, who through Partiality always exte- 


nuate the Advantages of their Enemies, and mag- 


nify their own, a Difingenuity as often found among 


the Scotch Hiſtorians as the Engliſh ; but this Fault 
| is 
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is more excuſable in common Writers, who take 
their Accounts on Truſt, becauſe there is nothing 


in which the Incurious at firſt Sight are more apt 


to be deceived, than Numbers of Men, either li- | 


del: or dd / 


TAE gallant 2 himſelf eſcaped from this 
Rout; reſerved, tho* not for ſo. honourable, yet 


not an inglorious End, which can never be infamous 


when we die for our Country: This poor Gentle- 
man, being afterwards taken Priſoner, was inhu- 
manly ſacrificed to the brutal Revenge of the Con- 
queror, being executed at London with all Marks 
of Ignominy and Cruelty, for no other Crime but 
the Aſſertion of that Liberty which the Laws of 


God and Nature have given Mankind a-Right to | 


defend: Nor had the Fury of Edward any more 


Deference for Royal Blood; the Brothers of Robert 


Bruce, who now had afſum'd the Crown of Scot- 


land, being taken in Battle, were with equal Bar- 


barity put to Death: One of theſe Princes was a 
Prieft, the Sanctity of whoſe Profeſſion could no 
more defend him than the Nobility of his Blood; 
for ſo implacable was this Prince in his Revenge, 
that even the Complaiſance, which Nature has im- 
planted in all Creatures towards the gentler Sex, 
could not make him have any Conſideration for a 
Lady of great Quality, who, only for aſſiſting at 
Bruce's Coronation, was hung in a wooden Cage 
over the Walls of Berwick for a Spectacle to the in- 
ſolent Rabble: By ſuch "JE as theſe did this 

great 
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t Man eclipſe that Glory, which: ou 
ul have ſo ind in Story. Ee 


TE Conqueſt of Scotland wh ſo muck: on n the 
Spirit of this Prince, that in his laſt Expedition in- 
to that Kingdom he commanded his Son Prince 
Edward, in caſe he ſhould miſcarry, never to de- 
fiſt till he had intirely ſubdued that obſtinate Peo- 
ple; and for a greater Terror to his Enemies, as 
if his dead Duſt could retain the Virtues of the li- 
ving Conqueror, he gave Orders that his Body 
ſhould not be buried, but always carried about with 
the Army, till Scotland ſhould by Conqueſt be an- 
nexed to the Crown of England; which might with 
Eaſe have been effected at this Time, if, the young 
Edward had inherited the Courage and other great 
Qualities of his Father : But this was ordained by 
the Wiſdom of Providence to be * more {ſure 
and 6206 F . 
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TS | CCORD ING to his c own Pen 
„ 31 King Edward died in this Expedition, 

n leaving his Crown, but not his Spirit, 
to his Son Edward of Carnarvan, who, 
proving a weak and effeminate Prince, thought it 
more agreeable to ſacrifice the Flower of his 
Youth to his Eaſe and Pleaſure, than to the Obe- 
dience of his Father's Commands: But, though 
this Edward the Second was voluptuous and ungo- 
vernable, in the main he was a harmleſs good- 
natured Prince, unworthy the ill Treatment he 
found in the whole Courſe of his Life, eſpecially 
the diſmal Cataſtrophe at laſt, 


Bur it has moſt commonly been the Fate of 
our Englifh Kings to be, by alternate Succeſſion, 
happy and unhappy, of which Viciſſitude their 
own Vices or Virtues have not been the ſole and 
immediate Cauſes; ſome having been happy who 
ought to have been unfortunate, and others unhappy 


who deſerved to be the moſt fortunate of Mankind, 
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or very ill Man; his Fondneſs of his 148 
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Bu r we cannot find any Thing in the Life of | 


this Prince to give him the Character of a Tyrant 


which reſulted from the Violence of his Paſſions 


and the Want of Diſſimulation, were the only and 


undoubted Cauſes of his Ruin; but, as this Inclina- 


tion was centered on one Object, it was certainly 
more ſupportable, though ſome Inconveniences 
might attend, if the brutal Nobility at this Time 
had ſhewed the leaft Com plaiſance for che Satif 


faction of their Prince. 


Wurxx we Saber all the Circumſtances, we 
ſhall not find his Fondneſs for Pierce Gaveſton ſo 


very culpable or void of Reaſon, when we reflect 


that the Father of this Gentleman had done the 
Crown of England particular Services in the Wars 
with France, in Recompence of which Merit, his 
Son was bred a Page to the Prince of Wales, 
Equality of Age, of Diſpoſitions and Tempers, a 
Reſemblance of Manners, and a conſtant Habit 
of Life together, could not chuſe but Jay the 
Foundations of a laſting Friendſhip : To theſe 


muſt be added the perſonal Merits of Gaveſton, 


who was qualified in every Reſpect to be the Fa- 
vourite of a Prince, being one. of the moſt hand- 
ſome and beſt accompliſhed Gentlemen of Europe 


at this Time, adroit in all his Exerciſes, of a win- 
ning and engaging Behaviour when he had a Mind 
to be civil, of a ſprightly and enterprizing Genius, 


with 


ab( 


till 
in] 
in þ 
that 


vich a great and ready Wit, which did him no Good, 
being too often vented, not leſs at his own, than the 
Expence of his Enemies; perfectly brave in his Per- 
ſon, and magnificent to a Fault in his Cloaths, Fur- 
niture, and Equipage; more polite and elegant in 
his Way of living, than conſiſted with the Simpli- 
city and Negligence of the Age and Country in 
which he lived; but withal, too fierce and inſolent 
in his Temper, with all the Vanity of his Country, 
being by Birth a Gaſcoigne: The Splendor of ſo 
many great Accompliſhments could not fail to 
raiſe the Envy of the Engliſh Barons, eſpecially 
when they ſaw themſelves all worſted in a Tourna- 
ment at Wallingford, by the Addreſs and Courage 
of Gaveſton : This Diſgrace made them confederate, 
in order to his Removal, not only from the King's 
Perſon but the Kingdom. To accomplith this 
Deſign, they ſent to Edward an inſolent Meſſage, 
to require the Performance of his Father's Will, 
who had baniſhed Gaveſton upon a Jealouſy that he 
debauched the Manners of the Prince: But Edward, 
| now King, and at full Years of Diſcretion, having 

exceeded the Age at which the Law of England 
ſuppoſes Men able to govern themſelves, thought 
he had as much Power to keep whom he pleaſed 
about his Perſon, as his Father had to drive them 
away : However, he thought to amuſe them a little 
till his Coronation, by keeping his Favourite in 
in private; but at this Ceremony Gaveſton appeared 
in his Meridian Luſtre: This ſo enraged the Barons, 


that in the following Parliament they addreſs the 
= =! King 
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King again to remove his Favourite: With this | 
unreaſonable Violence Edward was forced to com- 
ply : However, to ſweeten the Chagrine of this 


Separation, he ſends him into Ireland with ſome 
Kind of Authority. Here Gaveſton behaved him- 


ſelf fo well as to acquire an univerſal Reputation; 


he repelled the 7riſh, built Forts and Caſtles to 


ſecure the Conqueſts of the Engliſh and the Peace 
of the Country, with ſeveral Actions worthy a 
great and prudent Governor. 


THE Fame of theſe Exploits, being brought 
into England, made the King venture to recall 
him, in Hopes that this Rancour and Animoſity 
in the Barons would be now cooled by Time and 
Abſence ; and in order to diſengage ſome great 
Men from the other Party, by allying his Favourite 
ro their Families, he marries him to the Daughter 
of the Earl of Glouceſter, the moſt popular Perſon 


in the Kingdom, with the Approbation of the 


Father, and the Affections of the young Lady. 


Bur though this Match had the expected Suc- 
ceſs in attaching the Earl to the Intereſt of his 
Son-in-law ; yet it ten times more exaſperated the 
reſt of the Lords, to ſee a Man whom they ſo mor- 
tally hated thus advanced to new Honours and 
Riches by ſo conſiderable anAcceſſion to his Fortune: 
This made them remonſtrate to the King with ſo 
much Fury and Violence, that he was obliged once 
more to comply with the Baniſnment of a Perſon, 

whom 
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whom theſe brutal Perſecutions made als the 
dearer. Here we cannot but reflect on the dif- 
ferent Tempers and Notions of the fame People in 
different Ages; we ſee this ancient Nobility ſo 
unreaſonably ſtubborn, as to violate the Duty they 
owed their Prince, and ſacrifice the publick Tran- 
quillity to their own Reſentments ; whereas in ſue- 
ceeding Times we find the ſame Order of Men in 
the other Extream, as ſupple and mean - ſpirited, 
fawn on worthleſs Minions without the Merits and 
Pretenſions of Gaveſion, thinking it an Honour to 
wait at their Levies, and partake at ſecond-hand 
the Luſtre and Warmth which on an de- 
rives from the Prince. | 


GAVESTON, after having been ſome Time 
abroad, returns into England to the Arms of his 
Maſter, who, thinking to put him in a Place of Se- 
curity, leaves him in Scarborough Caſtle, This 
was no ſooner known, but the Nobility inveſt the 
Place, and compel him to ſurrender on Conditions 
of Life and Safety : But not long after another 
Party taking him away, by a pretended Violence, 
from the Perſons to whom he had ſurrendered him- 
ſelf, without any legal Proceſs, or further Cere- 
mony, chop off his Head, notwithſtanding that 
Edward, upon Notice of his being made a Priſoner, 
had ſent a Meſſage in his Behalf, ſo moving as to 
have made Impreſſion on any Breaſts ſuſceptible of 
Pity, though from an inferior Supplicant; much 
more from their Prince, to whom they lay under 
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the higheſt Obligations of Complaiſance, Duty, 


and Obedience ; ; but the ſurly Barons were inex- 
orable. 


T HIS unit offered to the kc of the 


| King, could not fail to fill him with all the Reſent- 


ment ſuch a Violence deſerved : But the Neceſſity 
of his Affairs forced him to ſmother his Paſſion 
for the preſent; for at this Time the Scots, taking 
the Advantage of theſe Miſunderſtandings, not on- 
ly recover their Country, but invade the North of 
England; upon which Edward raiſes a very puiſ- 
ſant Army to repel the Enemy and carry the War 
to their own Doors; but through the Diſſenſions 
of the Great Men, and the ill Blood between the 
King and his Barons, the Succeſs anſwered not the 
Expectation ; the factious Nobility, not caring 
whether they were beaten themſelves, ſo the King 
did not conquer, ſuffer*d him to be defeated at the 
fatal Battle of Bannocks-Bourne, which was the 
greateſt Loſs of Men and Honour that the Engliſb 
Nation ever ſuſtain'd ; the Scotch Hiſtorians ſay 


fifty thouſand, and our own acknowledge ten, be- 
tween both we may proportion a Medium; the 


King himſelf eſcaped, and through the Neceſſity 


of his Affairs ſoon after was forced to make a 


Truce with the Scots: Upon this a Parliament 
was call'd, in which the Differences between the 
King and the Lords were happily adjuſted, Ea- 


ward giving his Charter of Pardon to all Delin- 
quents, 
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quents, and the Barons rene wing their Allegiance 
by new Oaths of Fidelity. 


Bur it was not long before this Sunſhine was 
over-caſt by the reſtleſs Spirit of theſe Lords, who 
began now to be as much diffatisfy*d with the Fa- 
vours which the King ſhew'd to the two Spencers, 
| as before to Gaveſton; the younger Spencer was a 
Gentleman of great Accompliſhments both of Bo- 
dy and Mind, and was firſt placed about the King's 
Perſon by the Recommendation of the Lords them- 
ſelves, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they knew 
he was not very agreeable to him ; but in a little 
Time, through his Addreſs and Merit, he ſo in- 
ſinuated himſelf into the Affection of his Maſter, 
as to be particularly diſtinguiſh'd, which made him 
a new Qject of Envy; for now they renew their 
former Ihſolence, and peremptorily require the 
King to baniſh both Father and Son; the King, 
tho? juſtly provoked with the Inſolence of this De- 
mand, mildly ſent them Word, That it was unrea- 
ſonable, as well as unjuſt, to puniſh Men unheard for 
Crimes of which they were not convicted; that the 
Father was abroad already in publick Employments, 
and the Son at this Poſt in the Country (being War- 
den of the Cinque-Ports.) This Anſwer from the 
King would not ſatisfy the ſeditious Nobility, who 
come armed to London and renew their Demands, 
With this Violence through Inability to help him- 
kit was Edward torc'd to comply, and by Edict 

baniſh 
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baniſh the Spencers, whoſe only Crime Was the Fa. 


vour and _— of their Maſter. 


the r, not long aer this Edict of Baniſhment 


was annull'd by a ſolemn Council of the Biſhops 
and the more temperate Nobility, as being illegal 


and unjuſt; upon which, the Exiles returning 
Home, the Lords immediately flew to Arms: 
This obliged the King to raiſe Forces and aſſert 


his Right, it ſeeming abſolutely neceſſary now to 


vindicate his violated Majeſty from theſe repeated 


Indignities; the Succeſs of his Arms was anſwer- 
able to the Juſtice of his Cauſe, he defeats his re- 
bellious Barons, and takes the Ringleaders Priſo- 


ners, of whom the Earl of Lancaſter, his near 


Kinſman, was Chief, who ſhortly with ſeveral 
others was juſtly executed: This was the firſt No- 


ble Blood drawn by the Hands of the Hangman 


fince the Norman Conqueſt, but the reiterated Re- 
volts of theſe contumacious Lords, whom no for- 
mer Mercies could reclaim, ſeem to juſtify the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Precedent : The Engliſb after this, 


having once found the Way, follow'd this Exam- 
ple with too great Severity, there being more No- 


ble Blood ſhed upon the Scaffold in a few follow- 
ing Reigns in England alone, than all the Chriſtian 
World beſide; in this one Point, tho' we want 2 
great many of their Virtues, we are not quite ſo 
cruel as our Anceſtors. 


AFTER 


* 
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AFTER this Succeſs, one would have thought 
that Edward might have promis*'d himſelf Reſt 
and Security ; when by a certain Fatality almoſt 
inſeparable from the Number of his Title, he was 
born to be unfortunate ; it being obſervable, that 
moſt of our Engliſb Kings ſince the Conqueſt, who 
have been the ſecond of their Name, have been 
either depos*d, murder*d, or at leaſt afflicted with 
great Calamities by the Hands of thoſe who were 
the moſt obliged by the Bonds of Nature, the 
Ties of Blood, Honour, Conſcience, and Grati- 
rude, not only to have done them no Injury, but 
to have defended, with the Hazard of their own, - 
thoſe Lives and Crowns they took away : This was 
the Caſe of unfortunate Edward, who was not de- 
ſtin d to be ruinꝰd by the Faction of his turbulent 
Nobility, but by nearer and domeſtick Enemies; 
his Queen Jabel, who was Siſter to the French 
King, either through ſome Diſguſt ſhe had con- 
ceived againſt Edward, or as others ſay ſent by 
him, goes with her young Son Prince Edward into 
France, where living in the Court of her Brother ſhe 
openly ſhew*d her ill Intentions to her Huſband, her 
Affections being alienated by the exceeding Paſſion 
ſhe had entertain'd for the Perſon of Mortimer, a 
very handſome young Nobleman, who now was 
fled over to her, whom, beſides ſeveral other diſ- 
contented Perſons, ſhe publickly countenances, 
making herſelf the Head of the Malecontents : 
Theſe ſurprizing Meaſures of the Queen could not 
| but 
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but aſtoniſh the King, who commands her imm edi 
ately to return, and upon Refuſal proclaims her an 


Enemy to the State. This undutiful Behaviour of 
a Wife towards her Husband muſt certainly be a 
greater Aggravation to the Misfortunes of Edward, 


than the Diſobedience of others who were not under 
ſuch immediate Obligations of Reſpect and Duty; 


nothing penetrating ſo deep as ill Returns from thoſe 
at whoſe Hands we are conſcious to have deſerved 


better. 


T+r1s infamous Character of a Queen will ſerye 
for a Foil to illuſtrate the contrary Virtues of a great 
Princeſs under the ſame Obligations and Circum- 
ſtances of Life, who was ſo far from contributing 


to the Misfortunes of the King her Husband, that, 
if his good Genius had inſpired him to have fol- 


lowed the ſafer Counſels which ſhe gave, his Af- 


fictions, in human Probability, might have been 


prevented ; nor has ſhe ſhewed leſs the Luſtre of 
her Virtues in Exile than Majeſty when on the 
Throne, it being hard to decide which Part ſhe has 
beſt performed, the Queen, or the Wife; but, what 


Fate ſoever ſhallattend her Pretenſions to her Dower, 


ſhe will leave to Poſterity an inimitable Example of 
Conjugal Piety, and all other Virtues, that have fo 
juſtly made her the Honour and Ornament of her 


DEX, 


To return to our Story: Jabel, ſeeing that the 
King her Brother, who had found her Complaints 
nyc te og "i 
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and Pretences frivolous, would no longer ſupport ſo 
infamous a Cauſe, as that of a Wife, Son, and 
Subject, againſt a Husband, King, and Father, 
retires with the young Prince into the Te erritories 
of the Earl of Hainault, to whoſe Daughter Phi- 
lippa ſhe contracted him in Marriage; upon which 
ſhe was aſſiſted by that Prince with 2000 Men, to 
protect her againſt the Power of the Favourites, 
who, as ſhe "pretended, had alienated the King's 
Affections from her. But we ſhall ſoon ſee what 
Uſe ſhe will make of theſe Troops; for ſhe was no 
ſooner landed, but ſhe immediately eres her Stand- 
ard, and ſummons the factious Nobility to her 
Aſſiſtance, who, flocking to her Enſigns, made her 
Army ſo conſiderable, that the King was forced to 
retreat, ſeeing the Inclinations of the Londoners, 
who are ſeldom on the right Side, devoted to his 
Enemies; but, notwithſtanding the Univerſality of 
the Defection, Perſons of greateſt Probity and 
Virtue adhered to the King, but their Numbers 
were too inconſiderable to oppoſe the Torrent of 
the Times; among theſe was Walter Stapleton, 
Biſhop of Exefer, who falling into the Hands of 
the Londoners, though renowned for his Piety and 
other Virtues, was murdered by the Fury of the 
Rabble for his Fidelity to his Prince. 


E DW AR D, . purſued by the Sau thought 
to ſave himſelf in the Iſle of Lundee, depending 
upon the natural Strength of ſo inacceſſible a 
Place; but, driven by contrary Winds on the Coaſt 
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made all their Attempts unſuceeſsful, they proceeded 


> 


of Glamorganſhire, he took Sanctuary in Neath 
Abbey, where. being diſcovered, he was made a 
Priſoner ; it not being at all ſtrange, that this Queen 
ſhould be no more tender of his Liberty than his 


Honour, which ſhe had violated, as well as her 


own, by a criminal Converſation with Mortimer. 


Wirz the King was taken the younger Spencer, 
and immediately hanged, drawn, and quartered ; 
his Father, an Old Man, made venerable by more 


than go Years, underwent the ſame F ate before, 
with this Aggravation of the Cruelty, that his 


Heart was torn from his Boſom while alive, as a 
Sacrifice to the Rage of this implacable Woman, 
Thus ended the unfortunate Reign of Edward the 
Second, being ſoon after depoſed by a Convention 
of the States, but not till he had firſt made a ſolemn 
and formal Reſignation of his Crown to his Son the 
Prince; ſo neceſſary was this Act of the King's 
thought, even at this wicked Juncture, to give a 
Sanction in diſpoſing of the Crown of England. 


EDwaR op, having ſtipulated upon his Renunci- 
ation for Liberty and the Conveniences of Life 


was nevertheleſs detained a Priſoner, and treated 


with all Manner of Hardſhips and Indignities, in 
Hopes that the Inconveniences he ſuffered, or the 
Reſentment, of them, would put an End to his un- 
fortunate Days; but when they found the Greatneſs 
of his Spirit, or the Goodneſs of his Conftitution, 


t0 
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to the laſt Experiment for having diſmiſſed his 
firſt Keepers, who were not ſtaunch enough to obey 


all their Orders, they committed his Perſon to the 


Cuſtody of two execrable Rogues, who murdered 
this poor Prince with moſt exquiſite Tortures, by 


running a red-hot Iron into his Body through the 


Paſſages of Nature, leſt any external Marks of Vio- 
lence ſhould appear. 


8 ven was the Cataſtrophe of Edward, 1 


as I have obſerved before, could not deſerve ſo 


harſh an Uſage from the Hands of his Subjects, 
whoſe Liberties he never ſubverted ; ſo that his 
only Crime was, being too ſuſceptible of a Paſſion, 
which as it can only grow in noble and generous Na- 


tures, ſo the leaſt of it is to be found in the Country 


where he had the Mee to be a King. 
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F. ſhall now come to a Reign of greater 
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fe Luſtre and Glory, in which the Eng- 
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Figure in the World, under the auſpi- 
cious Government of the fortunate Succeſſor to un- 
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92 A SHORT VIEW, Sc. 
happy Edward; the ſhining Qualities of this il. 
luſtrious Prince make him ſeem worthy of a more 
juſt Initiation into the Government, than what was 
founded's on the Depoſition, and cemented with the 
Blood of his Father; but, though he had no actual 
Share of Guilt as to the laſt, yet the Meaſures he 
took before are ſo unjuſtifiable as not to be excuſed 
by the Tenderneſs of his Age: Froyſart affirms 


him to be Eighteen at that Time; but our own 


Hiſtorians make him ſomewhat younger ; how- 
ever, the leaſt Age entitles him to a Diſtinction of 
Good and Evil. To wipe off this Stain, he pu- 
niſh*'d afterwards the Authors of his Father's 
Death; for he not only diſſeized the Queen his 


| Mother of her Jointure, but confin'd her for Life; 
her Gallant Mortimer, dragg'd out of her Arms, 


was hang' d at the publick Place of Execution; but 
we do not find any particular Puniſhment. inflicted 
on the infamous Biſhop of Hereford, who was the 
chief Contriver of the King's Death, as well as the 
greateſt Manager of the late Revolution; an inſo- 
lent, factious, ſcandalous, turbulent Prieſt, ſuch an- 
other as we have known in our own Days, tho' 
not an Eng liſb Man, but of a neighbouring Coun- 
try, which has only added & little more Inſincerity 
to his other ill Qualities. 


Tux firſt Attempts were not the moſt auſpici- 
ous of this Reign; for the Scots encompals'd. by 
the Engliſb Army, when in human Probability they 
cold not eſcape, by the Treachery of Mortimer 

ie were 
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DAAD 
were freed from this Danger, for which Service he 


received a great Sum of Money, as was proved a> 


mong his other Crimes afterward at his Arraign- 
ment : Thus the divine Vengeance overtook this 
Wretch before he could enjoy the Fruits of his 
Villainy, in railing the Rebellion againſt Zdward, 
and compaſſing that impious Revolution: The 


Death of Mortimer was an Act of Juſtice ; but 


there was another Execution which will very much 


prejudice the good Opinion of this young King; 


| his Uncle Edmond Earl of Kent, a Prince of great 
' Virtue and Reputation, for only ſhewing ſome Sen- 
timents of Tenderneſs and Humanity towards his 
dethron*d Brother, was condemn'd to loſe his Head, 
even after the Death of Edward the Second, when 
there could be no Danger or the leaſt Apprehenſion 
in order to this Execution, this Prince en ſix 
Hours on the Scaffold, till almoſt Night, before 


any one could be found to perform the ungrateful 


Office; till at laſt a condemn' d Malefactor, to fave 
his own forfeited Life, was perſwaded with much 
Difficulty to take away another's ; a wonderful In- 
ſtance of Affection in the People, who held his Me- 
mory ſo dear, that they * him a Saint 
after his Death. | 

\ 


ABovur this Time happen'd an Accident, which 


lad the Foundation of all Edward's Glory, by gi- 


ving him an Occaſion to carry his Arms into 


France, where his great and ſignal Victories have 
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given eternal Luſtre to his Name, and Honour 0 
his un, 


TRE * King, Charles the 17 dying 
without Iſſue, except a Daughter, there were two 
Competitors, Philip of Valois and Edward of Eng- 
land; Edward, Nephew to the deceas' d King by 
his Mother, had the nearer Title, but excluded by 
the Saligue Law, which preferr'd Philip, being of 
the Male Line, tho' remoter; however Edward. 
after ſome Diſpute, permitted his Rival quietly to 
Ta aſcend ' the Throne, and ſoon after, being ſum- 
I mon'd, went over, and with great Solemnity did 
i Homage to the new King of Frauce for the Ter- 
ritories held of that Crown: This Acknowledgment 
of the other's Right ſeems to prejudice very much 
any future Pretenſions of his own; however Edward 
diſſembled for the preſent the Picque which he con- 
ceiv*d for this forc*'d Submiſſion, till a fitter Oppor- 
tunity of Reſentment, which was not very long 
wanting; for, as nothing is more eaſy than to find 
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an Occaſion of quarrelling, ſo a plauſible Pretence N 
ſoon offer'd it ſelf to Edward; the Death of ſome : 
Britons, executed in France for a Correſpondence : 


with the Engliſh, was laid hold on by the King of 6 
England, to break the Peace and make War n , 


— -: 9 


WR Bur firſt we muſt look back on the Affairs of F 
i = Scotland, with which Kingdom Edward had been G 
WR engag'd by Intervals ever ſince his Acceſſion to the . 1 
{tt LE Throne; 


Throne; the Diſorders in that Country, * 4 
by the Pretences of Edward Baliol, who had renew- 
ed the Claim of his Family tb that Crown, gave. 


an Opportunity to Edward of intermedling in their 


Affairs; in the Beginning of the War he had be- 
fieg'd Berwick, at which Time the Writers of the 
Scotch Hiſtory fix an indelible Mark of Infamy on 
the Memory of this Prince, by affirming, that, the 
Town being reduced to an Extremity, the gallant 
Seaton, who was Governor, beat a Parley, in which 
it was agreed that the Town, if not ſuccoured by 
the Scots in fifteen Days, ſhould be deliver'd to the 
Engliſh at the Expiration of that Time; for Secu- 
rity of the Performance, a young Gentleman, Son 
to the Governor, was given in Hoſtage ; before 
the Day prefix*d, the Scotch Army appear'd in 
Sight, which gave Courage to the Defendants, and 
mortify*d the Beſiegers: Upon this, Edward ſent 
Word to the Governor, that, if he did not imme- 
 diately ſurrender the Place, he would not only hang 
the Hoſtage, but alſo another of his Sons who was 
a Priſoner of War in the Engliſo Camp; accord- 
ingly he order d a Gibbet to be erected in Sight 
of the Walls; Sir Alexander Seaton, ſurpriz'd 
with the Barbarity of this Meſſage, ſent to expoſtu- 
late the Matter, by telling him that the Time a- 
oreed for the Surrender of the Town was not yet 
expired by ſo many Days; nothing would ſatisfy 
Edward, but an immediate Surrender: While the 
Governor thus embarraſsꝰd found a terrible Conflict 
in i his Mind, between the natural Affection to his 
Children, 


Firſt, than his Father. Fr 5 


2 
; 
* 

$ 
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Children, ap the Duty he ow'd to his Prince and 


Country, his Wife the Lady Seaton, a Woman 


worthy the Admiration of all Ages, came to him 
and remonſtrated, that ſhe was young enough to 
bring him more Children, but not another Berzwick, 

and that it was an indiſpenſable Duty in every one 


to devote his private Intereſt to that of the Pub. 
| lick. The Governor, thus fortify*d by the Reſo- 


lution of his Wife, ſacrificed the Affections of a 
Parent to the Duty of a good Subject, and fo 


had the Mortification to ſee his innocent Children 


put to Death; an Act of Barbarity, it true, that 
all the other great Actions of Edward can never 
deface : The Scotch Hiſtorians ſo univerſally aflert 
the Truth of this Story, that we cannot poſitively 
affirm the Contrary z but, ſince our own Writers 
have not thought fit to mention a Paſſage ſo de- 
ſtructive to the Honour of this great King, I will 
leave it doubtful to the Reader; tho' we ſhall find 


in the ſubſequent Part of this Reign other Exam- 


ples of Cruelty, which Vice this Prince ſeems rather 
to have derived from his Grandfather Edward the 


_— 


FROM hence we muſt remove to a noble Scene, 
the War with France, in which the glorious Suc- | 
ceſs of the Engliſh Arms ſeem'd to lay the Foun- 
dations of a mighty Empire, if our Prudence and 
Conduct had been equal to our Courage; but, like 


Annibal, we know better how to acquire the Vidto- 


ry, than to N the Conqueſt. 
THE 


EDWARD | CY 


Tus nnd ae Ma free hangs 
War was that of Creey 3 the Fronab Army was 
double in Number to the Eugliſb, and commanded 
by their own King in Perſon, attended by the great- 
eſt Captains of that Age, among whom were ſe⸗ 
veral So veraign Princes, who that Day fought un- 
der the Banners of France; to which muſt be added 
| the vaſt Number of Nobility who compos d the 
French Cavalry z. to. the Goodneſs of: which Body, 
the French Monarchy feems not only to owe her 
Riſe, but the Eftabliſhment of her preſent Great- 
neſs; beſides, they were at Home in their own 
Country, furniſb'd with all Manner of Neceſſa - 
ties, the Want of which very much ftraighten'd 
the Enemy: Theſe extraordinary Advantages gave 
the French that fatal Aſſurance, which contributed 
ſo much to the Loſs of this Day: Their own Hiſ- 
torians aſcribe the Miſcarriage to the Raſhneſs and 
ungovernable Temper of Charles Count of Alan- 
Jon Brother to King Philip, who, juſt as the Ar- 
mies were ready to engage, by changing the Or- 
der of Battle, and removing the Genoeſe from the 
Front to the Rear, in Contempt of that Nation, 
made ſo great a Confuſion in the Army, as gave 
the Engliſh an Opportunity to break Men already 
diſordered with greater Facility; however it was, 
whether Fate or ill Conduct, there never was a 
more memorable Victory obtain d by the Englif# 
Nation, who ſeldom had a greater Occaſion to ex- 
ert their Courage than at this Time, being charged 
O with 


Pe 
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with ſo much Fury by the French Cavalry. The 
Writers of this Action tell a Story of King Ed. 
ward in this Battle, which is rather an unaccount. 
able Inſtance of Raſhneſs than true Conduct; that 
Word being brought him by an Aid de Camp, that 
the Black Prince his Son, who commanded one 
Wing of the Army, was overpowered by the 
Number of the Enemy, and in Danger of periſh- 
ing, if not timely relieved ; the King, having firſt 
demanded whether his Son was alive or no, bad 
the Perſon go back and tell him, he muſt owe his 
Safety to his own Courage, and expect no Succour 
from him; for he deſign'd the Honour of the 
Day ſhould be his; an odd Piece of Policy, which 
even Succeſs could not juſtify, inconſiſtent with the 
Tenderneſs of a Father, and the Prudence of'a 
great General; for Experience ſhews us, how ma- 
ny great Advantages have been loſt, and even the 
Fortune of the Day turn'd, for Want of a __ 
Pn where it was a 


4 


the this Battle Was n hb Flower of th 
French Nobility, among which Number was the 
Count of Alanſon himſelf, whoſe Raſhneſs was ſo 
fatal to the Honour and Intereſt of his Country: 
Philip himſelf had his Horſe ſlain under him, up- 
on which retiring from the Fight, he diſcourag'd 
his own Men, and contributed to the f peedier Vic- 
tory of the TR | 1 


Tus 
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17 uus was 45 great Der at ner ſo canton} 
in our Engliſh Chronicles, obtained by the Arms of 
the Black Prince, under the Command of his Fa- 
ther King Edward, who would have been im- 
mortal in Story, if he had no other Recommen- 
dation to Fame than the Honour of begetting ſo 
great a Son, who poſſeſs'd all his Virtues without 
any Mixture of his Vices, his Greatneſs of Mind 
without Ambition, his Courage without Raſhneſs, 
his Juſtice without Cruelty, his Reſentment with- 
out Revenge, his Diſcipline without Rigour, and 
his Authority without his Fierceneſs: To all which 
great Qualities muſt be added a wonderful Afﬀabi- 
lity and Sweetneſs of Temper, which engaged 
the Affections of Mankind, and made the untime- 
ly Loſs of this incomparable Prince, who died 
before his Father, ſo much more deplorable. 


ABouT this Time, for a greater Accumula- 
tion of Glory, as if there were no Difficulty which 
the Genius of the Engi;iſb Nation could not ſur- 
mount, Queen Philippa, who was left in England, 
not only defeated a vaſt Army of Scots, who in 
Defence of their ancient Ally the French had in- 
vaded England, but took David their King Pri- 
ſoner, whom ſhe brought to London, and after- 
vards went triumphant to the Siege of Calais, where 
Edward had lain eleven Moriths without carrying 
the Place; which, being reduced at laſt to the Ne- 


_ of 2 Capitulation, could obtain no better 
E "2. Terms 
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ſtartled at ſo cruel a Demand, every one appre- 
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Terms from the inexorable Conqueror, than that 
fix of the chief Burghers ſhould be ſent with Hal. 
ters about their Necks and lie at his Mercy: The 
poor Defendants, conſcious of no Crime but theit 
Fidelity to their King and Country, were much 


hending his own Deſtiny, till one, braver than tis 
reſt, voluntarily offer'd himſelf a Victim to the 
Safety of his Fellow -Citizens: This noble Exam- 
ple chang'd the Paſſion of Fear into a generous 
Emulation who ſhoyld be the firſt to die for his 
Country ; at length the Number being compleated, 
py were preſented before the ſtern Edqward,who im- 

ately gave Order they ſhould be all ſtrangled, 
when Queen Philippa, falling on her Knees, made 
Uſe * that Power ſhe had over the Spi pirit of her 
Huſband to obtain their Pardon, with her own 
Hands ſhe took the Halters from their Necks, 
gave each of them twenty Shillings, and ſent them 
back into the Town: Thus the Charity and Good- 


neſs of the Queen amply made . for the lu. 


humanity of the King. 5 


CALATS, thus reduced under the SubjeRtion 


of the Crown of England, remained a Part of our 


Pominions for two hundred Years, till irrecovet 
ably loſt in the Reign of Queen Mary. 


Asour this Time, by the Mediation of the 

Pope and other Princes, a Peace was propqs'd be- 

tween the two C rowns ; to this both Sides were 
inclin'd 


es the a goals farm Aarwaind; ll xc 4d 
thro' a mutual Wearineſs of the War a Truce was 
made z the French being glad to take Breath after 
ſo long a Run of ill Fortune, and the Engliſb qui- 
etly to enjoy the Fruits of their Victories : pn, 
notwithſtanding there was an outward A 
of Peace, Hoſtilities were often renew d by mutual 
Surprizals of one another*s Towns in one of theſe 
Adventures King Edward, by his Addreſs, inter- 
cepted the French in a Deſign they had formed upon 
Calais; in this Action, fighting incognito in the Ha- 


bit of a private Trooper, he was twice beaten down 


by a French Cavalier, whom nevertheleſs at laſt he 
took Priſoner; by this happy Temerity acquiring 
more the e of perſonal C— than 
Prudence. | 


Soon her, the King of France dying, left his 
Kingdoms and ill Fortune to his Son John, who 
purſuing the War had driven the Prince of Wales 
into ſuch a Strait near Poictiers, that nothing but 
almoſt a Miracle could fave him; the Prince, ſen- 
ible of his ill Circumſtances, offered every Thing 
he could in Honour to the Enemy, who elated with 
Aſſurance of Victory would hearken to no Propo- 
ſals, but required an abſolute Surrender to Mercy, 
by laying down his Arms: This inſolent Demand 
added Indignation to the Courage of the Prince, 
who now prepar'd every Thing for his Defence 
againſt a Power that exceeded him fix times in 


Number ; ; the Engliſh Army, conſiſting moſt of 


Foot, 
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Foot, had the Adyantage of Vineyards and other 
Incloſures to ſecure them againſt the Enemies 
Horſe, in which the Strength of the French con- 


ſiſted: Here is another Inſtance of the Fatality in 
being too ſecure; for the French, deſpiſing the 
Number of the Enemy, were ſo ſure of Victory, 
that they ſcorn'd to make Uſe of their Foot, but 
reſolv*d to trample down the Engliſb with their 
Cavalry, who were ſo incommoded and entangled 
in the Vineyards and Hedges, that they could nei- 


ther advance nor retire, and thus uſeleſs were ex- 
pos'd to the Shot of the Engliſb Archers ; this oc- 


caſion'd the Defeat of their Army, follow*d by a 
moſt terrible Slaughter, in which the .Number of 
the Slain were prodigious : At this we may gueſs by 


the «Proportion of the Gentry and Nobility which 


the French themſelves own to have fallen in this 
Battle, amounting to two Thouſand ; but at the 


ſame time we muſt conſider, that the French Armies 


in all Times have been more filled with Officers, 
and Perſons: of Rank, than thoſe of any other Na- 
tion whatſoever ; beſides, it is remarkable, that the 
French Nobility, who in all Ages have been a very. 
gallant Race of People, whenever beaten, have ne- 
vertheleſs ſhew'd great Marks of their perſonal Bra- 
yery, by generally dying on the Spot where they 
could not vanquiſh, thinking the Loſs of Life in- 


conſiderable after that of Victory. : 


In the Number of Priſoners was King John him- 


ſelf, whoſe * . the Glory of this 
Day, 


— 
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Day, made more illuſtrious i in Story by the Gene- 
roſity and great Honours which the gallant Con- 


queror ſhew'd to his Royal Priſoner, whom he trea- 
ted in his Chains with the fame profound Reſpect 
as if he had been paying him Homage on the 


Throne of France: Theſe are the ſhining Qualities 
that compleat the Hero, it being leſs difficult to 
obtain a Victory, than not to be elated with the 
Succeſs 3 ill Men are often proſperous, but only 


the Wile, the Brave, and Good, know. how to 
make a right Uſe of good F ortune. 1 


TRE French King, ſoon after being [nals a 


priſoner to London, added another crown'd Head 


to the Triumphs of the Engliſb, and kept in Coun- 
tenance the unfortunate David, by ſhewing him 4 
greater Prince in the ſame Condition. 


Nor long after happen'd an Accident, which 


ſhew'd that this illuſtrious Prince of Wales was de- 
ſtin'd to give Crowns as well as take them away; 


Don Pedro of Caſtile, expell'd his Kingdom for his 


horrid Cruelties, made Application to him as he 
lay in his Winter-Quarters at Bourdeaux ; upon 
which the generous Edward, according to the nicer 
Notions of thoſe Times, conſidering the Character, 
and not the Man, thought himſelf obliged in Ho- 
nour to aſſert the common Cauſe of crown'd Heads, 


in diſcountenancing ſuch a Violation of Majeſty, 


even in the Depoſition of a Tyrant: Soon after, 


Don Pedro was reſtored to his Throne by the Arms 


. 
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of Edward, which great Service the brutal Prince 
requited with the laſt Ingratitude z upon which be. 
ing juſtly abandon'd to his own ill Stars, he "was 
purſued by the Vengeance of his Subjects, and 
expell'd again; but, as if the very Air and Climate 

of this Country would puniſh the Prince for abet. 
ting the Cauſe of ſuch a Monſter, he here firſt 
contracted thoſe Diſtem 2 Which afterwards 


prov'd ſo fatal. 


hi Tur Truce which was made between France and 
i. England began now to be broke, upon a Diſagree- 
1 ment about the Ranſom of the French King; bis 
Son the Dauphin and the Nobility of France think- 
ing the Conceſſions extorted by the Neceſſities of a 
Priſoner too unreaſonable to be ratify d: Upon this, 
King Edward croſſes the Seas in order to renew the 
War; but, terrify'd by a prodigious Thunder and 
Lightning, he began. to hearken to an Accom- 
modation, which the Pope and all Chriſtendom had 
in vain ſollicited before; ſo much was his Super- 
ſtition ſtronger, than his Piety or Tenderneſs of 


Nor . FS this, died the excellent Prince 


| 18 =: Wales, and with him the good Genius of Eng- 
It 9 land; afterwards our Affairs began to decline; 
it |; | Edward himſelf advanced into Years fell into all 
i the Weakneſſes of old Age, by which he loſt the 
I Reputation of that Severity he had acquired in his 
115 younger Days; for he now abandoned himſelf to 
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the Careſſes of a ſcandalous Woman, call'd Alice 
Pierce, who had ſo great an Aſcendant over the 
Spirit of this Prince, that he reſign'd not only him- 
ſelf, but even the Conduct of his Kingdom, to the 
Management of an infamous Strumpet, who had 
the Impudence not only to place herſelf in the 
Courts of Juſtice, but to influence all Matters of 
state; into ſuch a Lethargy fell King and King- 
dom, after having been ſo vigorous a Scene of 
Action ſo many Years before: And now it was 
high Time for Edward to leave a World in which 
he could no longer live with Reputation ; but he 
was firſt plunder'd by his Miſtreſs of his Rings, 
Tewels, and all Things of Value about his Perſon, 
which was now abandon'd even by all his Domer 
ſticks, who, after the Example of the Lady, had 
firſt plunder*d, and then retir'd ; by which In- 
ſtance Princes may ſee how little they are followed 
for their own Sakes, but only to gratify the Ava- 
rice and Ambition of their worthleſs Attendants, * 


Tus was a long and glorious Reign, but grie- 
vous and oppreſſive to the People by the exceſſive 
Taxes, which were neceſſary to ſupport the con- 
ſtant Wars with France and Scotland. 
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O Edward the third ſucceeds his Grand- 
2 f N = ſon Richard the Second, who, as I ob- 
[= OF i ſerv'd of his Great-Grandfather, was 
unfortunate by alternate Succeſſion, not- 
withſtanding he came with great Advantages to the 
Throne, being dearer to the People for the Sake of 
his Father the Black Prince, whoſe Memory they 


ſo much adored ; beſides all which, the Beauty of 


his Perſon, and all the Signs of a towardly Diſpo- 
ſition, recommended him to the Eſteem and 
Affections of his Subjects: Notwithſtanding theſe 
auſpicious Preſages, we ſhall find an unhappy 
Reign, with all the Diſaſters ſo common to the 
brave but unfortunate Race of Plantagenet ; but, 
when we conſider that the moſt virtuous Princes of 
anorher Family have been equally ill treated by their 
ſeditious Subjects, we cannot aſcribe the Misfortunes 
of theſe Engliſh Kings to any Fatality, or malevo- 
lent Aſpect, but to the conſtant mutinous Temper 
of a turbulent Nobility, who had too much Power 
and too little Principles to be good Subjects: How- 
ever, we cannot juſtify the Proceedings of this 

Prince, 


RICHARD IH 07 


Prince, whoſe Meafures were too arbitrary and un- 


warrantable through the whole Courſe of his Reign, 
enough to diſcontent his People, but not to excuſe 
their Conduct to him at laſt ; for we may obſerve, 
that the Conſequences which attend the violent and 
illegal Proceedings of the People, when they pre- 
tend to do themſelves Juſtice on their Kings, are 
always more fatal than the Grievances they think to 
redreſs : ap Truth of this Aſſertion will be de- 
monſtrated in the Depoſition of this King, ſurnam*d 
from Bourdeaux, the Place of his Nativity ; the 
Beginning of whoſe Reign was attended with the 
N ſo frequent in the Minority of Prin- 
ces. 


Ar firſt he was committed to the Tutelage of 
his two Uncles, the Dukes of Lancaſter and 
Cambridge, for Fear of whoſe Ambition ſome others 
were joined in Commiſſion; but this Plurality of 
Governors was ſoon found inconvenient, thro? their 
mutual Competition for Power and Pre-eminence; 
upon which the Protectorſhip was lodg'd in one 
Hand by Authority of Parliament : .This Example 
is in Miniature a true Emblem of the Diſadvanta- 
ges attending Common-wealths, in reſpe& of Mo- 
narchies, in which the Rays of Power, like the 
Sun's, when contracted to one Point, are the 


ſtronger. 


THE Non-age of this Prince was frequently mo- 


leſted mA * of the Populace, than which 
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ded to the City Arms, as ſome report, but others 
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there never were greater in any Age or Country; 


one particularly of the Commons in Kent, wich 
Defign to ſhake off the Vaſſalage which the com- 


mon People at that Time lay under to their Lords: 


This Inſurrection was equal in every Reſpect to the 


famous Commotion under Maſſanello at Naples, 


which has only made the more Noiſe of late in the 


World, by happening nearer to our own Times; 
the Paſſages in both have very near Reſemblance, 
if we conſider the Number of the People, the Occa- 
ſion of the Inſurrection, the Meanneſs of their 
Leaders (one being a poor Fiſherman, and the 
other a Tyler) the Fury of the Rabble, their pre- 
tended Juſtice on Malefactors, and at laſt their ſud- 


den Suppreſſion as unaccountable as their Riſing; but 


in one Reſpect the Engliſh Story is more remarkable 
in the Perſon who put an End to this Tumult, by a 


Reſolution ſo ſeldom found in a Burger; this was 
the famous William Walworth, Lord Mayor of 


London, who had the Courage to vindicate the vio- 
lated Majeſty of his Prince, by ſtabbing the inſo- 


lent Villain at the Head of 200000 armed and en- 


raged Rabble, when all the Nobility preſent, Men 
bred to Arms, were trembling for Fear; in this he 
was ſeconded by the Reſolution of the King him- 
ſelf, who by his Preſence of Mind and Voice dum 
ed the Miſcreants, on whom the Authority of his 
Proclamations and repeated Offers of Pardon could 
make no Impreſſion before. For this good Service 
the Lord Mayor was knighted, and his Dagger ad- 


lay 
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ſay this Bearing) is more ancient; ent it never 
could be aſſum'd on a nobler Account, 


THis King was no ſooner at Age; but his Fa- 
yours to ſome particular Men made ill Blood in the 
reſt of the Nobility; the chief Objects of their Envy 
were the great Earl of Oxford and Delapool Duke 
of Suffolk ; the firſt had received 2 very unuſual 
Title for a Subject, being created Duke of Ireland, 
and Marquis of Dublin; the other, from the Son of 
a Merchant, had been rais'd to the Dignity of a 
Duke; Oxford was a Man of a beautiful Perſon, 
and no leſs Accompliſhments of Mind, but fierce 
and inſolent, which made him have ſo many Ene- 
mies, who accus'd him of abuſing the Power he 
had with the King to the Detriment of the Com- 
mon-wealth, and Oppreſſion of the other Nobility; 
theſe Complaints they laid before the King, but, 
finding their Remonſtrances have no Effect, they 
| riſe in Arms to remove the Favourite by Force: 
Oxford met the Lords at Nadcott Bridge, where 
father running away than beaten he ſaved himſelf 
by leaping into a River and ſwimming over; but 
that which contributed the moſt to his Eſcape, was 
an Opinion of his being drown'd, occaſion'd by 
finding ſome of his Accoutrements in the Water, 
which he had flung away to expedite his Flight; 
he eſcap*d afterwards to Louvain, where he died in 
great Want and Miſery: So dangerous it 1s to be 


too mych in the Favour of a Prince, without a 
great 


Animadverſions; the Kings of England, exempt 
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great deal of Merit to * invidious Gray: 
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T x = Lords afterwards, marching with an Army 
of 40000 to London, compel the King to remoye 
from his Perſon thoſe whom they called Delin- 
quents, which indeed prov'd to be every-body in 
any Poſt of Profit or Truſt; nor did the fair Sex 
eſcape better, ſeveral ,Ladies of Quality being a- 
mong the Number baniſh*d the Court ; after which 
there follow'd the greateſt Example of the People's 
doing themſelves Juſtice on thoſe who they believed 
had betray*d their Rights and Liberties ; for in the 
enſuing -Parliament all the Judges, except one, 
were arreſted on the Bench, but none put to Death, 
though condemn'd, except the Lord Chief Juſtice 


 Trefilian, who was hang'd, and then had his Throat 


cut at Tyburn ; the others were only baniſh*d and 


their Goods confiſcated: The Crime with which 


theſe Judges were charg'd was, giving Opinions 
too advantageous to'the Prerogative, and prejudical 
to the Liberty of the People; ſo far there was Co- 
lour of Juſtice : If theſe Accuſations were true, the 
People might ſeem to be in the right in vindicating 
their Liberties, while they knew how with Pru- 
dence to diſtinguiſh who were the proper Objects of 
their Reſentment by the Appointment of the Laws, | 
without a Violation of that ſacred Character which 
the Laws of God, and the Conſtitution of our own 
Government, have elavated above the People's 


in 
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intheir Perſons, being only accou ntable i in their Mi- 


niſters, which Maxim, as it is the moſt ſacred as well 
a wiſeſt in our Conſtitution, ſo it would have been 
more for our Intereſt, as well as Reputation, if we 
had always had the Honeſty ON to have ob- 


ſerv'd it. 


Soo after this there happen'd an Affair which 
occaſion'd the moſt illegal and extrajudicial Pro- 
ceedings of this whole Reign, which tho? Neceſſity 
can hardly juſtify, yet however tbe Circumſtances, 
in which the King found himſelf, will very much 
extenuate; this was the Death of the Duke of Glo» 
fer, a turbulent Malecontent, who was reſolved 
to ruin the King whom he could not govern. This 
factious Prince, to promote fhis own ambitious 
Deſigns, had conſpired with the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, the Abbot of St. Alan's, and ſeveral 
great Men of his own Party, to ſcize the Perſon of 
the King and his two Uncles York and Laxcafter, 


| vith all the othergreat Lords devotcd to the King, 


whom they deſign'd to murder, as well as moſt of 
the Privy Council, excepting the Perſon of the 
King, who was only to be ſpared, perhaps to en- 
gage thoſe in the Deſign, the Tenderneſs of whoſe 
Conſciences would not permit them to go ſo far; 
but this im pious Contrivance was diſcover*d by the 
Earl Marſhal, Son- in- law tothe Earl of Arundel, one 
of the chief Conſpirators, This Nobleman: touch'd 
with Remorſe of Conſcience for the Crime in which 
he was engag d, came to the King one Night as 
e 1 he 
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he ſat at Supper, and, drawing him aſide from the 
Table, laid open the whole Deſign, which was to | 


be put in Execution the next Day; the King, ſur- 
priz'd with the Flagitiouſneſs of the Treaſon, and 


| terrify*d with the Senſe of ſo imminent a. Danger, 


after a ſhort Conſultation with his Council. what to 
do in this Exigence, immediately took Horſe, and 
followed by ſeveral of the Nobility, on whoſe Fi- 
delity he could rely, reſolv'd rather to meet, than 


attend his Danger; a Preſence of Mind which could 


not reſult more from Neceſſity than natural Cou- 
rage: Late the ſame Night they arrived at the Duke 


of Gloceſter's Houſe in Eſſex, not very far from the 


Town; the Duke, ſurpriz'd at ſuch unexpected 
Gueſts, immediately roſe and came down undreſs'd 


to bid the King welcome, while at the ſame Time, 


not imagining his Deſigns diſcover'd, he inwardly 
applauded his good F ortune, which had ſo much 


more eaſily delivered the Prey into his Hands than 


he could have expected ; upon this he intreated the 
King to ſtay all Night, who told him he had a 


Party of Pleaſure to make, in which he deſir'd his 


Company; upon which the Duke, aſſoon as he 


could be accoutred, attended the King, who ha- 


ving drawn him to a convenient Diſtance from his 
own Houſe, where he had ſo numerous a Retinue 
as might have reſcu'd him, commanded the Earl 
Marſhal to arreſt him for H igh Treaſon, which 
being perform'd, and the Duke diſarm'd, he was 
immediately hurried on Shipboard and convey'd to 


Calais, where it is believ'd he was ſtrangled : This 
| Proceeding 
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Proceeding can be excus'd by ——_ but an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity againſt a Man who was ſo danger- 
ouſly popular as to be above the Reach of the 
Law, and not to be attach'd by the common Me- 
thods of Juſtice: This Action gave the greateſt 
Handle to the Duke's Friends to inveigh againft 
the King, Mankind having been ever too diſinge- 
nuous to allow any Guilt in 0 own Farty. T5 


I nave been more 1 in this Relation, | 
becauſe ſome of our Writers, by telling only Mat- 
ter of Fact, viz. the Seizure and Execution of this 


Duke, and not letting the Reader into the Mottves 


and Cauſes of this extraordinary Proceeding, have 
given Poſterity too EI Impreſſions of 
this Prince, 


Tun Farls of Arundel and Warwick, with _ 
of the other Conſpirators, were ſeiz d the next 
Day, and committed to Priſon: Upon this a Par- 
lament being called, to whom the King laid open 
the whole Conſpiracy, the Houſe of Commons, by 
the Mouth of their Speaker Sir John Buſby, at the 
Bar of the Lords, where the King was preſent, 
impeach'd the Duke of Gloceſter, the Earls of Arun- 
del and Warwick, with ſeveral others, of High 
Treaſon, after which they were attainted : The 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, out of Reſpect to the 
danctity of his Character, was only baniſh'd and 
dis Goods confiſcated ; ſo facred were the Perſons 
of the Clergy 1 in thoſe Days, 


R __ NoTwlTH- 
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„ THSTANDING che great Zeal which 
appear'd- i in this Houſe of Commons towards the 
King, in ſo readily puniſhing his Enemies, we ſhall 
| ſhortly ſee the ſame Authority depoſe, without any 


new Cauſe of Diſguſt, this very Prince, to whoſe 
Service they ſeem'd ſo devoted before; ſo eaſy it 


is for well-meaning Perſons to be impos'd on by 
the {| * Pretences of crafty and Gehgning Men, 


* N Accident, which not long * Va 
3 to this ſtrange Revolution; the Duke 
of Hereford, who was Son to John of Gaunt, falling 
out with the Duke of Norfolk, accus'd him of 
Words ſpoken derogatory to the King's Honour; 
but Norfolk, denying the Accuſation, there was no 
Way thought ſo expedient to decide this Matter as 
Combat, which was granted by the King; tho 
this ſuperſtitious Method of diſcovering Truth be- 
gan to grow ridiculous and obſolete at this Time, 

When the Combatants were enter'd the Lifts, and 
ready to charge one another, the King, to pre- 
vent the Effuſion of noble Blood by ſo uncertaina 
Deciſion of Truth, flung down his Warder and 
prevented their Engagement ; afterwards upon ma- 
ture Deliberation he adjudg'd them both to Banilhe 
ment, Norfolk for Life, and Hereford fo 
Years, which Sentence muſt ſeem hard to t 
nocent Perſon, it being impoſſible but one mult be 
1065 in the Right, and conſequently injur' d; however, 
10 * to take off all Pretence of Partiality, the King 
2 thougit 
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thought fit to puniſh both; but the Sentence: againſt 
Hereford, who was his Couſin-German, was ſhort- 
ly after contracted to four V ears; nevertheleſs the 
Diſgrace left that Sting in his Mind and made ſuch z 
ill Blood againſt the King, as put Hereford after- 
wards upon Meaſures ſo inconſiſtent with his Ho- 
| nour and Duty; his Revenge was afterwards more 
infam'd by the Counſel and Suggeſtion of the 
Archbiſhop, whom he met Abroad under the ſame 
Circumſtances of Exile. 


Tris wicked Prodlate; as the Corruption of the 
beſt Things are always the worſt, and an ill Prieſt 
the moſt abandon*d of Mankind, finding no Way 
to return Home, but on the Ruins of his Prince, 
undertook the Management of Hereford's Affairs, 
by holding a Correſpondence with the Male-con- 


tents in England, 


WAE N every Thing was ripe, Henry of Boling- 
brook, Duke of Hereford, ſets Sail for England, 
”* WH vith a few Followers of his Fortunes, whom the 


L Conſcience of their Crimes and a Fear of Juſtice 
id had attach'd to his Intereſts. 


he RICH A RD was at this Time in Ireland, which 
en vas the Reaſon he choſe this Juncture, that he might 
n- make the more conſiderable Progreſs Fee the 


be - King could poſſibly return : Upon his firſt anding =. 7 
he declar'd, That he was only come to take Poſſeſ⸗ 8 
Ng 


he fon of his Inheritance devolv'd on him by the 
5 8 R 2 Death 
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Death of his Father; the Plauſibility of this ſpeci- 
ous Pretence drew at firſt a great many unthinki 
Men to his Party; it being always the Method of 
Ambition in the Beginning to diſguiſe the main De- 
ſign, till thoſe, who are at firſt drawn in only by 
their Weakneſs and Credulity, when. once en. 
gag' d, by degrees grow harden'd in that Villany, 


= at the Mention of which they would ama HEN 
| before. 


Po 


W x have ſeen the ſame thing happen in our 
Days; Numbers of well-meaning People engaged 
in a certain Cauſe at firſt, without the leaſt Appre- 
henſion of what ſoon followed; being ſo very weak 
as to believe, that a certain Perſon came only to re- 
1 move a few Prieſts, and then go Home n 
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Bur this Attempt i was too deſperate to by 
ſucceeded, if the ill Stars of Richard had not con- 
curr'd to his Ruin, for the Winds blew ſo con- 
ſtantly Weſt forty Days together, that no Advice 
A could be carried into Ireland of this Invaſion in 
ll England. 
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As this long Space of Time encourag'd the 
| Party of Henry, ſo it diſheartened the Friends of 
10 Richard, who would have appear'd in his Quarrel, | 
1 if he had been on the Place to have headed and ſup- 
ported them: Richard at this Time had acquired 


— — * — — ——— 222 8 
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110 great Reputation in ſubduing the 1riſ, over which 
11/418 People he had further extended his Conqueſts than 


W 
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og of hi Predeceſors in thee Linglogs: In this 
War he particularly diſtingui 


guiſh'd, by ſignal Marks 
of his Favour, the young Henry, Son to Hereford, 
who at the ame Time was actually diſpoſſeſſing 
him of his Crown; but it is the common Fate of 


Uſurpers to beas D e are wicked and 


unjuſt. 


Uron the firſt News, Richard immediately pre- 
par'd to come into England, ſending his Friends 
over before him to raiſe all the Force they could a- 


gainſt his Arrival; but prevented by ſome Acci- 


dents, or his own unaccountable Deſtiny, a great 
Power of Welſh, who had appear'd in Arms on his 


Behalf, impatient of Delay, diſbanded; ſo many- 


Accidents always concur to compleat the Deſtiny of 
the unfortunate. He had not been long landed, 
when he was ſurpriz'd by an Ambuſcade, and car- 
ried Priſoner to Flint Caſtle, to which Place Here- 


| ford with his Army ſoon reſorted, accompany*d by 


that Incendiary the Archbiſhop, who had the Aſſu- 
rance to appear in the Preſence of his injur*d Ma- 
ſter. At firſt Sight of the King the perfidious Duke 
with the moſt profound Diſſimulation flung himſelf 
at his Feet, declaring, he was only come to recover 
his Patrimony, and to procure the King's Honour 
and Safety, tho* at the ſame Time he had actually 
made him a Priſoner ; from hence they conducted 
him by eaſy Journeys to London, denying him in 
this Reſtraint the Neceſſaries fit for his Perſon ; up- 
on his Arrival they immediately clapt him in the 
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Tower, after which they call'd a Parliament, but 


in the Name, and by the Writs, of King Richard, 
the People at this Time not thinking they had 


Power to aſſemble Conventions without the ! 


Call of their lawful Prince: In this Parliament it 


was reſolved: to depoſe Richard, this Houſe of | 
Commons being fill'd with the King's Enemies, 
and the Creatures of his Adverſary, as it is uſual, 


in moſt Turns of State and Revolutions, for ' wiſe 


and honeſt Men to fit ſtill, while Fools and Knaves 
intrude 1 into nn and Power. . Fi 


To this End, they under- hand, by Promiſes, 
Threats, and other Arts, ſo work*d upon the Spi- 
rit of Richard, as to perſwade him to reſign his 
Crown voluntarily; which, they were conſcious, 
they had no Right to take away by Force. 
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HE King, finding it in vain to reſiſt, 

ſubmitted to his Deſtiny, thinking 

it better to do that with a good Grace 
and Air of Willingneſs, which he 

urs not prevent by ſtruggling in vain: Upon 


this he ſolemnly reſign'd his Crown to the Duke of 
Lancaſter and Hereford, his Couſin, capitulating 


but this poor Prince did not know an Obſervation 
| of one of the wiſeſt, but moſt unfortunate of his 

Succeſſors, that the Space is but ſhort between the 
Prifon and the Graves of Princes, 


Tuus ended the Reign of Richard the Second, 
2 magnificent, generous, and good-natur'd Prince, 
wth ſome Failings, and as great Virtues ; but he 
Was ſacrificed to the Ambition of his own Family: 
And now we ſhall ſee the aforeſaid Obſervation 
made true, for this unfortunate Prince did not long 
ſervive his Depoſition ; it being uſual for ambitious 
Men, 


only for a convenient Maintenance during Life; 
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Men, having once ſhaken Hands with Honour and 
Principle, to ſtick at no Villany to ſecure what 


: F they fafagiondys 


TAE are ſeveral Accounts of his Death; ume 
lay he was ſtarv'd, and others that he died with 
Grief; and ſome have affirm'd that he was kill'd by 
Sir Pierce of Exton, who ruſhing into his Chamber 
with eight arm'd Men barbarouſly murder'd him, 
but not till firſt by a deſperate Reſiſtance he had 
reveng'd himſelf by diſpatching four of the Aſſaſ. 
fins; a deplorable Fate, which might in probabi- 
lity have been prevented, if he had defended his 
Crown with the fame Reſolution he did his Life, 


—— 


In this Tragedy of Richard the Second we plain- 
ly ſee a conſpicuous Example of the divine Juſtice, 
which ordain'd that poor Prince to expiate the 
Crime of his Grand-father Edward the Third in de- 
poſing his own Father; the Ambition of that Prince 
being thus remarkably puniſh'd by the Diviſion 
of his Family, who in the two Branches of York 
and Lancaſter, for almoſt an Age together, tote 
out one another's Bowels, and involv'd their Coun- 
try in Blood and Deſolation z; the Experience of 
which one would think was enough to make Man- 
kind riſe in Arms, and extirpate ſuch ill Men, who 
to their Luſt of Power ſacrificed the Repoſe and 
Safety of whole Nations, 


N on mall we fre this Henry tiniſelf leſs E. 
n 


* 


nb for bis unjuſt Seizure of the Throne, tho? 
not immediately in his own Perſon, but in his 
Childrens Children, who, tho” innocent, muſt all 


be ſacrificed to the Manes of injur'd Richard; as 


alſo the factious Nobility, who aſſiſted the Ambi- 
tion of Henry in this unjuſt Revolution, muſt 


ſhare the Puniſhment as well as the Guilt ; moſt of 


theſe Men meeting their juſt Reward at the Hands 
of the Uſurper himſelf ; whom a little before, at the 
Expence of their own Honour and Conſciences, 
they had elevated to the Throne; beſides, their 
Poſterity for ſeveral Deſcents either fell by the 
Sword, or Axe fo Sacred 1 is the Blood of lawful 
Princes. 


* 


HENRY was no ſooner ſettled on the Throne, but 
he found the Uneaſineſs of a Crown wrong put on 
at firſt ; the Nobility, with the ſame Levity with 
which they had abandon'd Richard, beginning to 
grow weary of an Idol which they themſelves had 
erected : Upon this a Conſpiracy was form'd in the 
Houſe of the Abbot of Weſtminſter, to depoſe Hen- 
7y and reſtore Richard, who was not yet murder'd ; 
but, this Deſign being diſcovered, all the Conſpira- 
tors that were taken, without Mercy, were put to 
Death; the Duke of Surrey and Earl Saliſbury, tho? 
expiring of Wounds receiv'd in their Apprehen- 
hon, flagrante crimine, were be eheaded on the Spot; 
tne Duke of Exeter and Earl of Gloceſter afterwards 
on a Scaffold; after which follow'd the Execution 
of ſeyeral Gentlemen of Quality, with the greateſt 

Efuſion 
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122 A SHORT VIEW, Se. 
Effuſion of Noble Blood that ever was ſhed by the 
Hands of the Hangman at one Time in England; 
by which we may ſee how much better it is to fall 
into the Hands of a lawful Prince, than an Uſur- 
per, who thinks himſelf no longer ſafe than he is 
cruel ; the one, when oblig* d to puniſh, remember; 
that he is correcting his Children, and the other re- 
venging himſelt on his Enemies. Among the Oh. 
jects of Henry's Fury at this Time, I cannot for. 
bear to mention the famous Biſhop of Carliſle, who 
is reported to have made that memorable Speech 
in the Houſe of Peers at the Debate about depo- 
ſing King Richard; but, this Speech being to be 
found in all our common Chronicles, I thither refer 
the Reader, where he will find a great Example 
of Eloquence, Piety, Juſtice, Honour, and Cou- 
rage, in this noble Prelate, whoſe Virtue the ſame 
Order of Men in ſucceeding Times, on the fame 
Occaſion, had neither the Boldneſs nor Honeſty to. 
imitate : Some Perſons deny, that this Biſhop of 
Carliſie fat in this Parliament; but, let that be how 
it will, the Speech is nevertheleſs right and valy- 
ble for not being ſpoken, 


4 1 
1 a 
1 : 
1 
A -” 5 
ES + 

1 4 
5 > 
2 

* 1 
” © 
N 
14 

"$0 

EEE 
- © x 
47 2 
>! 3 
= 2 

45 : 1 
3 
1 
1 

1 * 

. 0 1 

E 5 

0 ' : 

\ +1 : N 

1 f 

TIS +3 

3... 35 
* th * 

2 . 

"My + 

- IF: 

* . 
i. 

e 

by * 

* . 

: 5 

3 

1 

„ 

8 Fay 
$5 F at 1 
Mo l 
7 1 
1 

6 14 

+ $8 3 

19 

"3 N 
3 

4 

2 is 

*X {2 93 

, 

: VP 

4 i” 

> Th 5 
* 

+3) BH 

P + 3 

8 21 - 

1 

» +. 
FR 
55 3K 
537.80 
all 
14) Hay 
or 5 12 

. 
+ BY 

* 
T. 

4.1 13 $8 
$1.9 

S944 38 

1 "2 3 
4 

$5 51 328 p 

1 
34 
49 

| 
1 
n 
= 1 
. 
i bs 
*1 
3 
* 
v.39 ql 

$3 54 
_ 

: is 
4 
418 
4 : * 
* 1 6% 
*'+ BY 
Hh o 
8 ;: 
ifs 
3 4 
4 
1 f 
; 

x 

190 

+ £ 
* 1 1 
8 

: 7 2 

3 

1 5 
one - | 

8 15 
{8H 

| IF 

r 
1: 

: 11 it 
: 8 
: L 

n 

+1 

7 
10 

FO. 

Ss 
f 
4 vid 

HEF + 

T1 This 

S142 
3 
4+ 

11 

; 
: 

+ BY 

{Ks | 

/ 
; > 38 

: M 

+I bf 

* £54 
get 
1 1 
N 
Ps 


0 
1 


T Hs Affair was ſoon over, but there follow'd 
another of more dangerous Conſequence; the Pier. 
tes, being diſguſted, revolt from Henry, and riſe in 
Arms; this Family by their Authority and Power 
ware the greateſt Inſtruments in the late Revolu- 
tion; but, now diſcontented, they thought they 


could pull down Henry with the ſome Eaſe they had 
elavated 


* we 
2 = — es 
"C2. 22 2 wry 
— vj 
_— 2 — 2 3 _ 
— —— 


elevated him before : Upon this they renounce their 
Allegiance, and ſend him a Defiance, at the ſame 
Time reproaching him with a Breach of Faith in aſſu- 
ming the Crown (which he had ſo ſolemnly forſworn 


on his Landing) and murdering his lawful Prince, 


whom he had firſt traiterouſly depos*d ; this Meſ- 


age was ſeconded by a good Army, gommanded by 


Harry Hotſpur, ſo calPd from his fiery e 
Son to the Earl of N. nnn 


THr1s Quarrel ſhews the Folly and Unreaſona- 
bleneſs of Men, who not guided by a Steadineſs of 
Principle follow the Dictates of their Paſſion ; for 
with what Juſtice could they upbraid King Henry 


with a Crown which they themſelves had given 


him ? Or call him an Uſurper, at whoſe Corona- 
tion they themſelves aſſiſted? But their Infidelity to 
Richard was to be puniſh'd now by the fame Hands 
which they themſelves had arm'd to their own De- 
ſtruction; for Henry, at the Battle of Shrewſbury, de- 
feats this Army, kills Harry Hotſpur, and takes his 
Uncle the Earl of Worceſter Priſoner, who ſoon after 


loſt his Head; in this Battle Henry gave incredible 


Marks of his Courage, by ſlaying no leſs than thirty- 


| fix with his own Hand. This Defeat ſecur'd the 


Crown and the Fears of Henry, who was moleſted 
no more during the reſt of his Reign, but by one 


Infurrection of the Earl of Northumberland, who 
periſhed in the Attempt: Thus for a Time lay ex- 
nguiſh'd the Great Houſe of Piercy, the Title of 


Northumberland being transferr*d to- another Fami- 
| R 2 ly: * 
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- 124 A SHORT VIEW, G. 
ly: This Puniſhment fell juſtly on their Heads, for 
their Ingratitude to Richard the Second, who firſt 
gave them that Honour which was taken away by 


the ſame” Perſon to whom they had Een 
Crown. 


-T Hos this pnjul Poſſeſlion, acquired io Blood, 
Vas confirm'd and ſupported by the ſame Methods 
and Principles; tho? this Severity in Henry reſulted 
rather from his Ambition, and the Neceſſities of his 
Circumſtances, than his Nature; for otherwiſe he 
was a very great Man, and adorn'd with ſo many 
Virtues, as would have made him worthy of 3 
Crown, if he had not ſo umuſtly deſir' d one. 


Bo r, as Violence never laſts very ho io the 
Reign of this Prince ſoon determined before he 
could enjoy the Fruits of his Toils and Dangers; 
for he died aſſoon as ever he began to be ſafe and 

i eaſy, leaving his great Qualities, as well as his King 

| [ ö dom, to his Son Henry the Fifth, who deſerved a 

WR" better Title than his Father could bequeath him. 
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Tz \| H IS 8 when he had aſcended the 
YRS 74 Throne, approv*'d himſelf a better Man 
than the Wildneſs of his Youth had 
promis'd ; he ſeem'd to have no Paſſion 
buta Thriſt of Glory, and to tread inthe Steps of his 


Great-Grand-father Edward the Third, by aſſerting 


his Title ro the Crown of Fraxce; this Humour of 
his was indulg*d and cherifh'd by the Clergy of this 
Time, who, apprehenſive of ſame Revolution in 
the Church 5 the Diſpoſition they found in the 
People towards a Reſumption of their Lands, 
thought by engaging him Abroad to divert the war- 
like Genius of this Prince from hearkening to any 


Propoſals that ſhould be made upon this Subject, 


which had already been debated in Parliament. 


Tnus encouraged by the Men whoſe Riches 
enabled them the moſt to ſupport him, he reſolv d 


on a War with France in Proſecution of his Title, 


which was barr'd by the Saligue Laws, and deriv'd 


as far backward as his Great-Grandfather's Mother, 
who 
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who * a Daughter of France; upon this Reſo- 
lution he ſends a moſt ſplendid Ambaſſy, whoſe 
Meſſage was not a little ſurprizing to the French 
Court, being no leſs than a a poſitive. Demand 
of that Crown; this Meſſage was juſtly deri- 
ded by the French, and the Deriſion as ſeverely re- 
veng'd by the Engliſh: His Army being ready, 
tho? not proportionable in Number to the Vaſtneſs 
of the Deſign, he embark'd for Normandy, where 
arriving he made himſelf Maſter of Harflue ; after 
which, marching into the Country, he was encoun- 
ter*d by a powerful Army, whom he defeated at 
the famous Battle of Agincourt, the Glory of which 
Day was a little ſtain'd by the Cruelty ſhewn to the 
Priſoners, who were kilPd in cold Blood after the 
Fight was ended: This our Writers excuſe by a 
new Alarm from the Enemy at a Time that the 
Priſoners exceeded the Number of thoſe who took 
them. Thus having forced his Way homeward, 
he return'd to London triumphant with a few Cap» 
tives, but a yu deal of Glory. 
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Tr next Year he renew'd the War with great- 
er Vigour and continued Succeſs, to which the Re- 
volt of the French contributed more than his own 
Strength and Power ; for, the Queen and Dauphin 
falling out who ſhould have the Regency during the 
Incapacity of Charles the Sixth, who was frantick, 
the malicious Woman, to gratify her Paſſion of Re- 
venge, choſe rather to deliver her Country into the 
Hands of Strangers than to ſubmit to her Son, who 
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"a puted her Authority; in this Point the Dauphin 
had certainly the Right on his Side in a Country 
ruled by the Saligue Law, nothing ſeeming more 
unreaſonable than that Women ſhould govern a 
Kingdom which they cannot inherit; with the 
Queen was joined in Intereſt the Duke of Burgun- 
dy, a Prince almoſt as con ſiderable as either the 
Kings of France or England; ſuch a Conjunction 
muſt evidently cruſh the Dauphin, who now had 
but a very inconſiderable AY to ſupport his Pre- 
_ tenſions. 


THz Queen and Duke of Burgundy, thus go- 
verning every Thing in the King's Name, contract 
a Marriage between Henry of England and Catharine 
of Valois; the Conditions of which were, That, du- 
ring the Life of Charles, the King of England 
ſhould have the Regency, and, after his Death, in- 
herit the Crown: Theſe Articles being ratify*d, 
and the Marriage celebrated, the French Nobility 
all ſwear Allegiance to the King of England: And 
now the Armies of both Kingdoms being join'd 
purſue the unfortunate Dauphin with a vaſt Power, 
conſiſting of ſeyeral Nations, which never fought 
before, nor hardly will again under the ſame Ban- 
ners, Burgundians, French, Engliſh, Scots, and 
Iriſb, the Dauphin, thus preſs'd, was forced to re- 
tire before his victorious Rival King Henry, who 
now committed an Action of ſuch Cruelty as made 
him unworthy his good Fortune; for at the Siege 
of Ae a Town which held out for the Dau- 

phin, 
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phin, to frighten the Governor into a Surrender, he 
commanded that twelve French Gentlemen of Qua- 
lity, who were Priſoners in his Cam p. ſhould be 
hang d in Sight of the Ramparts; an impious Vi- 

olation of Faith, after Quarter once given: This 


and the like Actions in ſome of the braveſt of our 


Princes, have made the Enghſp Story read a little 


too barbarous; it being to be lamented, that ſo ma- 


ny other great Virtues ſhould not be c J 
am. Honour, and Juſtice. 


Tkus we have ſeen how Henry the Fifth acqui- 
red the Crown of France, to which his Sword would 
have given him a better Title, than either his Ma- 


trimonial, or what he deriv*d from — Great- 


Grand-mother Queen Iſabel. | ; 


Bur Death ſoon after pos a * both to „ his 
Pretences and Victories, in the Height of which, 


and the Flower of his Age, he was ſnatch*d away, 


leaving his beautiful Wife, Queen Catharine, a * 


ſtreſs'd, but not inconſolable Widow. 


NOTWITRHSTAND "oy o the great Actions ef 
this Prince, and a continued expenſive War, he 
burdened his Subjects with leſs Taxes than ſome of 


his Succeſſors in Times of Peace; by which we 


may ſee how great Deſigns may be accompliſh'd 
by a good CEconvey and Frugality, - when the 
moſt boundleſs Sums, for Want of thoſe Virtues, 


have been found inſufficient in our own Days, 


either to procure the Safety of our Neighbours ot 
| ; our 


HENRY. vi. „ 


our own; a Misfortune more eaſily W than 
remedied in ſo abandon'd an Age, in which thoſe, 
who ſhould have protected, have endeavou r'd to 
plunder their Country, and then promiſe them 
ſelves Impunity to their Crimes "RA their logs, 
dence and N n 


Hv A * . 
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MMEDIATELY upon the Death of 
Henry the Fifth, his Son of the ſame 
Name was proclaim*d King of France 
and England; the Care of his Minori- 
ty was committed to his two Uncles, the Dukes 
of Bedford and Gloceſter, the firſt being left Regent 
of France, and the other of England; but the par- 
ticular Education of his Perſon was under the In- 
ſpection of the Cardinal of Beaufort: At the Begin- 
ning, under the Conduct of theſe great Men, Bed- 
ford, Saliſbury, and Talbot, the Engliſh Affairs met 
with ſo great Succeſs in France, that they did not 
ſeem to miſs their victorious Henry; but ſoon after 
the Dauphin, who upon his Father's Death had 


aſumed the Title of King, by the Name of Charles 
_ e - the 
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the Seventh, began to get Ground by the daily Re- 
turn of his Subjects to their natural Allegiance: To 
1 this Turn of Fortune the Superſtition of that Age 

1 not a little contributed, by the Opinion which the 
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common People had entertain'd of the famous Pu- 
celle, who, tho' a private Shepherdeſs, by a pretend- 
ed Revelation from Heaven, had infus'd fuck 
Courage into the diſpirited French, as to make them 
hope at laſt to recover their Country; tho? all this 
was a Contrivance in the French Court to work en 
the Superſtition of the People. | 


UN p ER the Conduct of this Virago, the French 
in ſeveral Rencounters defeated the Engliſh; this 
Succeſs rais' d the drooping Spirits of the one, and 
[ mortified the other, who now, by a new Series of 
ill Succeſs, found a viſible Revolution of their For- 
tune; but at laſt this famous Heroine, after having 
14 given wonderful Proofs of her Courage and Con- 
Wl i duct, fell into the Hands of the Duke of Burgundy, 


HAR who delivered her to the Regent, upon which her 
e 2 b | 
1 Proceſs being made, ſne was condemn'd and burnt 
N 
115 at Roan for a Witch; an Action not more cruel 
1 . than unjuſt. 
WE 

i EvxR after the Engliſh Fortune daily more 


and more declin'd, eſpecially upon the Death of the | 


9 Farl of Saliſbury, who was killed at the Siege of 
11 Orleans, on the Bridge of which City the Statue of 
. that Pucelle is ſtanding at this Day, and her Memo- 
11 ry 2 adored in France with all the Veneration wh 
whi 
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Nor long after intervent a. an a Fin 
gave the greateſt Blow to the Engl Fortune in 


Trance; this was the Miſunderſtanding between the 
Regent and the Duke of Burgundy, who upon; ſome 


Diſguſt meditated a Revolt from the Eugliſb to the 


other Side: As the Friendſhip of this great Prince 
contributed ſo much before to the Intereſt of Eng- 


land, ſo his Aſſiſtance, being withdrawn from 


one Side and added to the other, too powerfully 


turn'd the Scale. Soon after died the Duke of 


Bedford Regent of France, and with him the For- 
tune of England, if the great Talbot had not ſur- 
viv'd; but, as one ul Accident is always attended 
by een in a little Time he himſelf was taken 
Priſoner in one Battle, and ſoon after kill d in ano- 


ther, but not till by his great Actions he had re- 


flected as much Glory on his Country as on his 
illuſtrious Family, whole vouy Name was formide- 
ble to the An. 


Fel 


AMON wks — Perſons in this French | 


War, I cannot omit the famous Sir. John Falſtaff, 
who, tho' one of the braveſt and moſt active Men 
of his Time, being not only a great Officer, but a 
gallant Cavalier, has been ridicul'd and miſrepre- 
ſented by the Pen of a certain Poet, for an Original 
of Buffoonry and Cowardice, for no other Reaſon, 
but that ſome of his Poſterity had difoblig” d Mr. 

I 2 | Shakeſpear ; ; 
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upon the Stage, and, by the Immortality of their 


Power of any one Man of Wit to reverie the Cha- 


Engliſh to court the riſing Fortunes of Cbarles; all 
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Reign in England, and conſequently Diſtractions at 


intirely reſign'd himſelf to the Conduct of his 


f 
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l Shakeſpear ; ſo dangerous i it is to make Enemies of 
thoſe Men, who not only commend the preſent, 
but can look back into paſt Ages, bring the dead 


Writings, extend their Revenge to the End of the 
World: I mention this, not only to do Juſtice to 
the injur*d, but to ſhew the Vanity of troubling 
one's ſelf to acquire a Reputation upon any 'Other 
Account but our own Satisfaction; ſince tis in the 


racter and ſ ”_ the: Hero. 


17 HE Revolt of — was follow d by * 
Deſertion of the Duke of Britain, who left the 


theſe concurrent Misfortunes meeting with a weak 


home through the mutual Diſſenſions of the great 
Men, put an End to the Engliſh Dominions in 
France: But the ill Blood between the Dukes of 
York and Somerſet had more fatal Conſequences; 
York had laid ſeveral Accuſations to the Charge of 
Somerſet and Suffolk, but found no Remonſtrances 
could make any Impreſſion to their Diſadvantage 
on the King, who, proving a very weak Man, had 


Queen Margaret, Daughter to the titular King of ] 
Naples and Sicily; the Queen, a Woman of a Ge- f 
nius and Spirit above her Sex, find ing the Incapa- f 
city of the King her Huſband, who was fitter fora WM R 


Cowl than a Crown, by the Aſiiſtance of * 
a 


NIN A 8 
and others of that Party, aſſum'd the whole Ma- 
nagement of Affairs; the Dulee of York' ſaw hin- 
{elf in the laſt Danger while Somerſet continu*d in 
ſoch Authority and Power, eſpecially after ſuch an 
Example, as the Death of Humphrey Duke of Glo- 
ceſter, who had wrongfully been attainted, and after 
wards murder di in his Bet W * wee 


Bur che Ravp 'of' Somerſet 8 Grethe or ay 
Danger of his Power, were not the ſole Reaſons 
that oblig d the Duke of York to think his Removal 
neceſſary; conſcious of his own Right to the Crown, 
this Prince had begun to project ſome Deſigns of 
re-eſtabliſhing his Family upon the Ruins of the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, to whom Somerſet was intire- 
ly devoted by the Ties of Blood and Intereſt: To 
remove ſo great an Obſtacle, the Duke of York 
thought fit to ſtrengthen his Party by engaging the 
moſt conſiderable Men in his Intereſt; among 
theſe were the Earls of Salisbury and Warwick, 
who were Father and Son; the laſt of theſe Earls 
was called, by the common People, Mate- King, 
from the conſtant Succeſs which attended that Side, 
in the following Wars, to which he carried his 
Arms: The great Popularity of this Nobleman 
was acquired by his immenſe Liberality in Houſe- 
keeping, the only Way to be Great in that Age; 
for it is reported, that this Earl of Warwick us'd to 
ſpend ſeven Oxen at one Breakfaſt to regale the 
ny which made him ſuch a Darling of the 

common 


. | Þ 
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| common People, that at a Whiſtle he could ene 
1 want — at His men ese 
g t / 11 Ih of 1} 
ii 25 Ta 282 — Graphs Mmm concerted their 

5 Meaſures; ſince other Applications had no Succeſs, 
1 reſolve to remove Somerſet by Force of Arms; in 
. order to which, having rais d an Army in Hale 
NF and the North, they march for London, and are 


met in the Way by the King, Queen, and Comer. 
ſet, at St. Alban's, where was the firſt Blood drawn 
in this Quarrel between the two Roſes; in this 
Battle Henry was defeated and taken Priſoner, but 
treated with all manner of Reſpect 4 on. his Side 
fell the Duke of Somerſet, the pretended: Occaſion 
of the War, the Earls of Northumberland and 
Stafford. This Deciſion of Fortune put the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs intirely into the Hands of 
York, who as yet only pretended to redreſs Grie- 
vances, without laying any Claim to the Crown; 
immediately after the Victory, York and Warwick 
bring the King in Triumph to London, where they | 
obliged him to call a Parliament; in which it il 
. dian and Prote@or: of the Reade, tho the Kin 
11 vas 35 V ears of Age at this Time. „ 
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„. the Queen, that ſhe immediately rallied the Ruins | 

WER of the Lancaſtrian Faction, whom ſhe endeavour d 

R to inſpire with Sentiments of Revenge equal to het WM n 

wh ooyn; but the Fortune of this Great Princeſs was n 
11 5 


| 
[| Mt Ties ens ſo ws hs great Spirit « ] 
1 0 
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2 and Genius; — was de- 


feated again at the Battle of Northampton, whence 
ne narrowly eſcap'd with her Son the young 

prince of Wales, leaving the unfortunate Henry a 
ſecond Time Priſoner: This new Succeſs gave freſh- 


Hopes to the Duke of York, who convenes a new 


parliament in the Name of Henry; in this Seſſions 
ne thought it a proper Time to aſſert his Title to 
the Crown, which he knew indiſputably juſt : Up- 
on this Reſolution, he took his Opportunity in the 
Houſe of Lords, after he had firſt in a ſhort Ha- 
rangue declared his Right, and the Injuries which his 

Family had received from the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
to place himſelf on the Throne; every body was 


too conſcious of his Right to make any Oppoſiti- 


on, ſo that at laſt it was agreed in this Parliament, 
that Henry ſhould enjoy the Crown for his Life, 
and the Duke of York ſucceed him, | 


'Ta1s is certainly one of the moſt ſtrange Re- 


volutions that ever happen'd in any Country ; one 


might have thought the Crown of England at this 
Time ſecurely fix'd in the Houſe of Lancaſter, by 
a Preſcription of ſixty Years, a Succeſſion of three 
Kings in a lineal Deſcent, two of which were very 
great and valiant Princes; the third had been in 
Poſſeſſion almoſt 40 Years, and at this Time had a 
Son with the Title of Heir to the Crown: By this 
Example we may ſee, that no Time can eſtabliſh, 
no Sanction of human Authority confirm, what is 
rt originally in itſelf founded on Truth, Equity, 
an 


g 
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of xx, 


136 ASHORT VI EW, Ge. 


and Juſtice; ſo weak and fallible is that an 
Maxim, Fatium- valet, quod fieri 1 non debuit ; an 
Excuſe firſt invented to palliate the unfledg'd. "i 
lany of ſome Men who are aſham'd to be as 8 
1 yet a not the n to be honeſt. | 


A ER E We cannot but reflect on . Vringdis 
of theſe Times, in which both Sides might think 
themſelves in the Right, tho' the Houſe of Zork had 
 indifputably the juſt Title, in being deſcended from 
| Lyonel-Duke of Clarence, who was third Son to 
Edward the Third; whereas the Houſe of Lan- 
caſter derived themſelves from the fourth; but 
this was more than the common People knew, who 
could not be ſuppos'd to look back into Pedigrees 
ſo remote; they had ſeen a conſtant Succeſſion: for | 
three Deſcents in the Houſe of Lancaſtar; every 
Man in his own Perſon had - ſworn Allegiance to 
Henry the Sixth, his Father to Henry the Fifth, and 
his Grandfather to Henry the Fourth; all which 
Time the. Title pretended by the Houſe of York 
had lain dormant : Theſe Conſiderations could not 
fail to engage a great many honeſt and well-mean- 
ing People on the wrong Side; whereas in more 
modern Diſputes of Title, the Plainneſs of the 
Caſe has left no Room for any thing but Fool or 
Knave to whoever is not in the Right ; but it was at 
this Time the Will of Heaven equally to divide 
the Nation, that the War might continue the longer; 
the whole Body of the People being now to be pu- 


* for their Rebellion againſt Richard the 2 
| con 3 
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cond, * afterwards breaking thro? the Conſiitu· 
tion, in laying aſide the Family of Mortimer, who' 
were preſumptive Heirs, and had been ſo declared! 
by that King, in whoſe Room they unjuſtly ſubſti- 
tuted Harry of Lancafter, who could have no man- 
ner of juſt Pretence to the Crown till the Race of 
Mortimer Were extinct, | | | 


THAT [ojuſtice now evidently occaſion'd this 
long, bloody, and unnatural Civil War, in which 
were conſumed 200000 common Soldiers, 10000 
of the Nobility, Gentry, and Perſons of Diſtincti- 
on, all the Princes of the Blood, three Kings, 
and at laſt the great Race of Plantagenet extin- 
guiſh'd ; if all which Miſeries could have been 
foreſeen at the Depoſition of Richard the Second, 
it is probable the People of England would not 
have bought at ſuch a Price the Exchange as two. 

Kings, = 

ArTER this Settlement the Duke of York 
thought himſelf ſecure of the Crown, which he was 
deſtin'd never to wear himſelf, tho* it deſcended 
on his Family for now the Queen and the new 
Duke of Somerſet, who after the Battle of North- 
ampton were fled into Scotland, return'd with a 
great Power of Scots and other Northern Engi/h, 
once more to try their Fortune : Upon this the 
Duke of York, leaving the King in ſafe Cuſtody, 
immediately marches againſt Queen Margaret with 


much an inferior Force; but this ; Defect he.thought- 
= Sn, 3 


3 


—— 
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| 
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ſufficiently ſupply d by the Goodneſs of his 
Troops, relying too much on their Courage and 
his own good Fortune, which yet had never aban- 
don'd him: The Event ſhew'd the Raſhneſs of 


this Reſolution, which was contrary to the Advice 


of his Friends, who would have perſuaded him to 
ſtay till his Army grew ſtronger by freſh Re-in- 
forcements ; this Counſel was certainly right, but 
the Duke, blinded by his Deſtiny, and carried on 
by his natural Ardour, would nevertheleſs. engage 
the Enemy, by whoſe Number over- power' d, he 
loſt both the Day and his Life ; his Son the young 
Earl of Rutland, a Child of twelve Years old, was 
inhumanly ſtabb'd by the Lord Clifford, tho' he 
begg'd his Life on his Knees ; the Earl of Saliſbury, 
Father to Warwick, was taken Priſoner and behead- 
ed; nor was more Reſpect ſhewn to the Body of 


the Duke of York, whoſe Head, crown'd with a 


Paper Diadem in Derifion, by the Queen s Com- 
mand was ſet on the Walls of the City which gave 


him his Title. 


Tx HE World nad have ded to bath 
a new Turn of Affairs upon this Blow given to the 
Houſe of York, but the ill Star of Henry was ſtil 
too predominant ; the Earl of March, who Inhe- 
rited all the great Qualities of his F ather, as well 
as his Pretenſions, had at the ſame Time defeated 
a Party of Lancaſter on the Borders of Wales, in 
which Rencounter was taken Priſoner Owen Teu- 


gor, who married the Widow of Harry the F. ifth; 
this 


+ 


* 
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this Gentleman the Earl of March ſaerificed im- 
mediately to the Manes of the Duke of York, his Fa- 


ther; after which, marching to London, he pre- 
vented the Queen by getting there before her; 
upon which Margaret was forced to retreat from the 
sight of London back into the North: This gave 


an Opportunity to Edward to aſſert his Pretenſions, 


aſſume the Title of King, and by a noble Effort 


at once leap into that Throne, to which his Father, 
for Want of the ſame Reſolution, had waited ſo 
long to be led by the People. 


E DW ARD IV. 
[ 1460. J 5 


TA |ERE our Chronicles end the Reign of 
Sp Henry the Sixth, a mild, harmleſs, and 


Se devout Prince, who wanted Courage 
and Genius longer to ſupport ſo. ill a 
Title; however we ſhall once more ſee him on the 
Throne, and caſt down again by as ſudden a Revo- 
lution of Fortune. 


EDW A RD was hardly fix'd in his new Seat, 
„ before 
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before he ſaw himſelf once more oblig'd to win the 
Crown, before he could wear it; Henry and Marga- 


ret had ſtill on Foot a very conſiderable. Force in 
the North, which E dward thought neceſſary to 


vanquiſh, before he could quietly enjoy his good 
Fortune; upon this he marches Northward, and 
at the famous Battle of Towton once more n 
the Army of Henry: This cruel Day muſt fill the 
Reader with Horror, when he is acquainted with 
all the Circumſtances of this Battle, which is the 
moſt memorable of any ſince the Conqueſt, for the 
Obſtinacy of the Combat, which laſted two Days, 
and the Cruelty of the Slaughter, in the Account 
of which our Hiſtorians are ſo particular as to tell 
us a definite Number of the ſlain, viz. 36776: But 
what is more lamentable, this was all Engliſb Blood, 
ſhed by the mutual Rage'of Fathers, Sons, 2 
Brothers. This horrid Carnage was occaſion'd by 
an Order proclaim'd through Edward's Camp juſt 


before the Engagement, that none ſhould give or 


take Quarter, which cruel Injunction was ſo ſtrict- 
ly perform'd, that no Perſon of any Note was made 
Priſoner but the Earl of Devonſhire, who had the 
Fortune to meet with an Enemy more generous than 
to obey ſo barbarous a Command ; nevertheleſs this 


Humanity was of no further Service than to defer his 


Fate for a few Hours, in reſerving him for the more 
ignoble Stroke of the Axe; it being the Cuſtom of 
theſe Times, either to give no Quarter at all, or 
elſe immediately to execute the Unfortunate in the 
Field 
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kae of Bands, alter a" ſhort Time e | 


T urs \ Vietery eſtabliſh'd Edward in the —_ 


fon of the Throne, confirm*d not long after by 


another Advantage over the Enemy; ſo unſuccefs- 


ful at this Time were all the Attempts of the Houſe 


of Lancaſter , but what the Swords of his Enemies 
could not compaſs, the Deſtiny, or rather Impru- 
dence of Edward, will bring to paſs: This Prince | 
was the moſt beautiful Man of his Time, and not 
the leaſt voluptuous ; the Charms of his Perſon 
were none of the moſt inconſiderable Supports of 
his Intereſt 3. they had already made ſo deep an Im- 
preſſion on the Hearts of that Sex, who in all Ages 
behind the Curtain have govern'd the World, that 
the Citizens Wives, who are none of the moſt 
mortify d Part of Womankind, had generally en- 
caged their Huſbands in his Intereſts, whoſe Purſes 
were as open to Edward as the Arms of their 


Wives; thus this young King ſupported himſelf 


by a particular Conduct, which would have ruin'd 


another in the Eſteem and Affections of his Peo- 
ple; ſome of his Succeſſors, without other Helps 
but what they could get by their Gallantry with 
the Ladies, would have been deſpicably poor. 


Bu r tho? he ſucceeded ſo well with other Men's 
Wives, it was fatal to him to have one of his own, 


except he had made a more prudent Choice; for 


notwithſtanding he had been affianced to the Lady 
Bona, 


* 

; 
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Bona, Siſter to the French Queen, and Daughter 
to the Duke of Savoy, by his Proxy the Earl of 
Warwick, whom he had ſent over on Purpoſe ag 
the moſt proper Perſon to do Honour to that So- 
lemnity, nevertheleſs falling in Love with a young 
Widow in the mean time, whoſe Charms were as 
reſiſtleſs as her Chaſtity inexpugnable, he ſacrificed 
his Glory to his Paſſion, and married the Lady 
Grey, Relict of Sir John Grey kill'd on the Side of 
Lancaſter at the Battle of St. Alban's, at the fame 
Time declaring, that ſhe was only fit to be his Wife 
who had diſdain'd to be his Miſtreſs : This Match 
was very improper in every Reſpect ; firſt, the Diſ. 
parity of Condition, by which there was no Por- 
tion, Intereſt, or Alliances ; the Inconvenience of 
her having ſeveral Children already, beſides all the 
ill Conſequences which attend the Marriages of 
Kings with their Subjects, of which this was the 
firſt __— ſince the Conqueſt. 


54. 


As this Violation of Faith lefſen'd Edward, not 
only in the Eſteem of foreign Princes but his own 
Subjects; ſo this Affront to the Lady more parti- 
cularly irritated the Parties concern'd, France and 
Savoy, who highly reſented ſo great an Indignity; 
nor was the Earl of Warwick leſs ſenſible of his own 
Injury in this Affair, tho* Prudence for a Time made 
him ſmother his Reſentment till a fit Opportunity 
of Revenge; in order to which he works upon the 
flexible Nature of the Duke of Clarence, Brother 
to Edward, and debauches him from the Intereſt 


of 
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of his Family ſo far, as to conſpire the Reſtoration 
of Henry the Sixth; Warwick and Clarence, thus 
agreed, confirm their Friendſhip by a Marriage 
between the Duke and a Daughter of the Earl; 
after which they concert their Meaſures to make 
War on Edward and depoſe him : Upon this Re- 
ſolution they take Arms, and declare againſt Ed- 
ward as a Tyrant and Uſurper. The King, not a 
little ſurpriz d at the Defection of his Brother, raiſes 

a conſiderable Army to oppoſe his Enemies, when, 
lull'd into Security by the Cunning of Warwick, he 
was one Night ſurpriz'd in his Camp and made a 
Priſoner : Here was a ſudden Revolution of Af- 

fairs, which would have been more ſurprizing in 
any other Country leſs obnoxious to ſuch frequent 
Changes; but, before Warwick could make Uſe of 
his good Fortune, the Careleſneſs of his Brother 
the Archbiſhop of York, to whoſe Cuſtody Ed- 
ward was committed, by ſuffering his Priſoner to 
eſcape, fruſtrated all his —_— 


E DA RD at Liberty F raiſes new 
Forces, upon which Warwick and Clarence, unable to 
| reſiſt by having too ſoon diſbanded their Army, are 
forced to retreat into France, whence not long after 
5 returning with a few Troops lent by that Crown, 
and all the Refugees of the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
7 they form'd a very conſiderable Au in Favour of 
5 Henry, „ 

1 E D WARD, 


|} 
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EDWARD, unable to reſiſt this ſudden Invaſi- 
on, and perceiving a Defection of his People to the 
Enemy, thought fitter to retreat till the Storm 
ſhould ſpend its Fury, than, by ſtaying in a Houſe 
which was on Fire about, his Ears, by his own 
Raſhneſs juſtify his Fate; upon which Conſidera · 

tion, without one Stroke at this Time to ſave. his 

Crown, he privately retreated on Shipboard, and 

flew for Refuge to his Brother-in-Law the Duke of 

Burgundy: This Conduct of Edward was never 

afterward by his Enemies made a Pretence to re- 

flect on the Courage of this brave Prince, or invali- 

date his Title; the Word, Abdication, in the ab- 

ſurd Senſe in which it has been lately taken, not 
being known to the Simplicity of that honeſter Age, 


THIS wonderful Turn re- eſtabliſn'd the Red 
Roſe, and ſeem'd to extirpate the White; Henry, 
who had been nine Years a Priſoner in the Tower, 
is now again mounted on that Throne, with which 
he had ſo long been acquainted; but whether or 
no he diſtruſted his Fortune, or elſe had his Mind 
alienated from the World by a long Habit of De- 
votion in his Confinement, he ſeem'd not ſo much 
to reliſh this new ä as — have been 
—_— | 8 
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declar'd an Uſurper, and with all his Adherents 
attainted ; by which we may ſee how little Regard 


1 in this one * was to be had to the Decrees of 


i Soo after in the next Paelicment Edward i is. 
| 


"Vw 
Womb a — 


FFF 


table Nature of thoſe who choſe them; it being ro⸗ 
markable, that, all along in this Diſpute, the Pars 


of Burgundy with two. th 
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that 4 ho partook ſo much of the mu· 


liaments ever recogiz d the Victor, and attainted 


the Vanquiſh' d, with. the ſame Inco nſtancy as the 


Rabble — wbene ver a new Revolution gave 
them the Diverſion of a Holy-Day; Which way 
now preparing; for Edward afliſted by the Duke 
uſand Dutch, a Peqple 
deſtin*d,to make Revolutions i in England, lands ; in 
the North, where meeting with an unexpected Cold- 
neſs in the People, he thought fit, by a Meanneſs of 
Spirit unworthy his Character, to wave his Preten= 
ſions to, the C TOWN, and declare. he only came to 
poſſeſs his private Demeſnes ; 1 and, to make the 
World believe that he was in. earneſt, he wore the 
Cognizance, of. Prince Edward, Henry s Son, in his 
Camp: But, (005 a finding his Friends 
flock to him, "he marches for 5 — throws off 
his Diſguiſe, . and ſeizes the Ferſon of unfortunate 
Henry, who now Is convey'd again to his old Priſon 
the Tower; upon this the enſuing Parliament attaint 
the diſpoſſeſs·d Henry, and acknowledge the Right 
of Edward, whom ſix Months . the ſame Au- 
thority had declar'd an 8 


ED 2 RD thus refeated muft fake again "A his 
Crown; the Earl of Warwick had another Army 
ready to diſpute his Title, but by the Perfidy of 
Clarence, who now deſerted his Party and went to the 
King, hl great Man loſt both the Battle of Barnet, 

U and 
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and his Life: Tho" this Victory might Wem för 
ever to ſettle the Houſe of York on the Throne, a few 
Days diſcover'd that Edward muſt once more rene 
his Teils and Dangers; Queen Marg aret' and her 
Son Prince Edward land in the Weſt, whence de- 
ſigning to march into South Wales, where their In- 
tereſt lay, they are overtaken at Teuksbury by the 
victorious Edward; at this Place the Houſe df 
Lancaſter made their laſt Efforts, being defeated in 
a decifive Battle, and, for a greater Aggravation of 

the Misfortune, the poor Prince Edward, only Son | 
to Henry, and the laſt Hope of his Family, fell into 
the Hands of the Conqueror, who, with ungenerom 
Reproaches inſulting the Unfortunate, met with 
the ſame Return from the Fierceneſs of this young 
Prince, who aſſerted at this Time, with more 
Courage than Prudence, the Pretenſions of his Fa- 
mily; upon which, the brutal Dukes of Clocgfer 
and Clarence fell upon him, and with repeated Stabs 
put an End to his innocent Life: The Duke of 
Somerſet drag*d from the Altar, with ſeveral other 
Perſons of Quality, was put to 'Death, this being 
the third Duke of this Family ſucceſſively who had 
fallen in this Quarrel either by Sword or Axe; 2 

wonderful Fidelity, which ſeems to be tranſmitted 
to their Poſterity, by ſhining ſo conſpicuouſly at 
this Day in the illuſtrious Houſe of Beaufort: Not 
long after that Monſter the Duke of Gloceſter buried 
the ſame Dagger, already ſtain'd with the Blood of 
the Son, in the Heart of the Father, then a Priſoner 
in the Tower. Thus ended the miſerable Life of 


Devotion, could not defend him from the Ven- 


this Method of Providence in puniſhing the Chil- 


- Sacred for our Scrutiny, ſo it ſhould be too terrible 


n 
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Henry the Sixth, who had ſo long been the _ 
of Fortune, and whoſe Innocence, Simplicity, and 


geance due to the Guilt of his Grandfather Henry 
the Fourth, in uſurping the Crown of England; 


dren for the Crimes of their Fathers, as it is too 


not to frighten the thinking Part of Mankind from 
purſuing ſuch pernicious and fatal Examples. 


AFTER this laſt Victory, Edward had no more 
Occaſion to draw his Sword; this State of Tran- 
quillity gave him Leave to indulge his Genius, and 
facrifice the reſt of his Days to his Pleaſures, in 
which Courſe of Life he not long ſurvived, dying 
in the 41ſt Year of his Age; whether or no his 
Days were ſhorten'd by his own Intemperance, or 
the Practices of Gloceſter, who had already remov'd 
li Brother Clarence to make Way for his Ambition, 
Is uncertain. 
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& . W tal to \ hisFarnily: in Reſpect ofthis Mino- 
F= rity of his Children, than in the Choice 
of a Guardian, who was their unnatural a 
Uncle the Duke of Gloceſter; it is very wonderful 
how Edward came to make ſuch a Choice, Who 
could not be unacquainted with the villanous Dif- 
poſition of his Brother; but perhaps, apprehending 
his Ambition, he thought the ſafeſt Way was to 
gratify that Paſſion by advancing him to the ſu- 
premeſt Dignity next to the Crown, in Hopes this 
generous Confidence and Truſt would oblige him 
to a greater Fidelity in his Charge: If this was the 
View of Edward, he knew not thoroughly the Na- 
ture of that boundleſs Appetite, which no Circum- 
ſtances of Life, tho* never ſo great, ſo eaſy, glo- 
rious, and deſirable, can ſatiate; for, when one Pro- 
ſpect is attain'd, there ſtill remains a farther Object 
of the reſtleſs Deſire. 


TEX 
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Elizabeth ; but this Sermon had no other Effect, 
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| 4 : 5 73 CE 71 17 
1 HE fr Ae of Richard: W his il De- 
ſigns, was the Removal from the King's Perſon of 
all his maternal Relations, hom he firſt impri- 


ſon' d and then murder d ; upon which the Queen- 
Mother, apprehending juſtly the Conſequence, fled 
with her ſecond Son into Sanctuary at Veſminſter; 
this Flight of the Queen's with her Son not a little 


diſturb'd Richard, whoſe Aim would have been 
loſt, if he could not deſtroy both together; to re- 


move therefore this Obſtacle, he made Uſe of all 


his Addreſs and Hypocriſy to get the Child into 
his Hands; at laſt his profound Diſſimulation, his 
Vows, Oaths, and other Arts, had too powerful 
an Influence on the Fears of an helpleſs and diſcon- 
folate Woman; the Queen deliver'd her innocent 


Child to his bloody Executioner, who removes him 
and his Brother in great Pomp and State to the 


Tower, which in Reality he made their Priſon, and 


not their Palace. 


Tu next Advance thou ght neceſſary to prepare 


the Way to the Murder and Uſurpation was, to 
give the People wrong Impreſſions concerning the 


Legitimacy of his Brother's Children: This Task 
was undertaken by a mercenary Preacher of that 
Time, who in the Pulpit endeavour'd to vilify the 
Birth of the young Prince and his Brother, on Pre- 
tence that King Edward had been precontracted to 
the Lady Elizabeth Lucy, before he married Queen 


than 
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than to raiſe the Diſdain and Indignation of the Au- N 
dience _— the nen Preacher. M5 2-4 b 
| Nxvenmuzans, Richard and the Duke T f Buck : 
= their horrid Deſign; how? hu great Noble. 
man, who had Ambition and Pretenſions of his D 
own, came to be a Creature of Richard, and ſub- 4 
ſervient to this Deſign, is unaccountable ; ſome ſay, Wl 
the Protector promis' d him the Dukedom of Here- FT 
ford, to which belonged a vaſt. Demean ; but, what- ad 
ever Engagements were between them, it is certain ſbe 
Richard afterwards kept not his Word, Which fe 


might be the Reaſon of Buckinghom's Diſguſt. 
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Buckingham to ſet the Crown on | the 
Head of this Uſurper are too well 
known to be inſiſted on here; I ſhal 

| only therefore obſerve the remarkable Puniſhment 

| on Buckingham, and the expected Vengeance on 
| Richard, who no ſooner had robbed his W of 
eir 
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their Right, but he thought fit to finiſh hi Cruel) 


by the laſt Tnjuſtice in taking away their Lives; 
after which horrid Fact he grew as odious to hee: 
reſt of Mankind, 18 he was terrible'to HinſelE, 


Aud: tow | Followkd the juſt Phntimas ef ith 


Duke of Buckingham, ho fell a Sacrifice to tlie Se- 
curity of that Greatneſs which he himſelf had rais*d4 

whether or no Diſcontent, or Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience for the Share he had in the Injuſtice, firſt 


exaſperated him againſt Richard, is uncertain; but, 
ſoon after the Coronation of the Uſurper, he hew⸗d 
wo ſenſible! Marks of his Diſguſt, and retir d from 


court: This Conduct cbuld not fail to raiſe the Ty. 
rant's Jealouſy; for wicked Men are always ſuſpi - 
cious that every body will take from them, what 
they are conſcious to have raviſned from others by 

the ſame Violence: The Duke, being ſummond to 


Court, not only refus'd to obey, but flew into open 


Defiance by riſing” in Arms, which had no other 
Conſequence but his dn Ruin; for being deſerted 
by his Soldiers, whoſe Superſtition was affected by 
an extraordinary Inundation of the River Severn, 
he was proſerib d, taken, and executed. 


Arr ER this Succeſs Richard bad uo i 
Enemy to fear but the Earl of Richmond, who had 
been kept in nature of a Priſoner for a long Time in 
the Court of the Duke of Bretagne; the Perſon of 
this Nobleman Richard endeavour'd by all Means 


to ſecure 1 in his own Power ; eſpecially upon Advice 
ET that 
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that his Enemies deſign d to marry. him to his Bro- 

ther Edward's eldeſt Daughter, who. had the; indiſ- 
putable Title to the Crown. To prevent this fatal 
Deſign, he reſolv d to add Inceſt to his other Crir 


by marrying that Princeſs himſelf; in order to which 


he poiſon'd his Wife to make Room in his Bed, and 
at laſt got Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs's Perſon ;. but, 
before he could put his impious Deſigns in Execy- 
tion, the Earl of Richmond, ſpurr d by an abſolute 
Neceſſity, with ſome Troops and a few Followers 
of his Fortune, landed in Wales; the Eſteem of 
the one added to the Deteſtation of the other drew 


a conſiderable Army to his Banners; upon which 


Richard, with a Force that followed him more out 
of Fear than Inclination, marches againſt him, and 
at the Battle of Bo/worth loſt the Day, his Crown, 
and his Life together; but not till he had firſt given 


convincing Proofs of his undaunted Courage, which 


the Conſcience of ſo many Crimes could not ſtagger; 
a Reſolution, which ſhould have adorn'd a better 


Man, and defended a zue Tile 


In this wicked brings” 2 00 the Rei eign of the 
Plantagenets, there being at this Time one Male 
left of that illuſtribus Family, who was afterwards 
| ſacribiced to the SAY of Richard's Succeſſor. 


su en is the diſmal Cataſtrophe of Nader 
whoſe fatal Conſequences made ſo terrible a Hayock 
in this great Race, who had reign'd 300 Years with 


jo much Glory to themſelves, and Honour to their 
| Country, 


32 03 


an 
if 
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country, and might in Probability have ſat on this 
Throne till the End of the World, being ſo nu- 
merouſly branched, if they had not deſtroyed one 
another by Diſcord and Civil Diſſenſion, to gra- 
tify an N and boundlcſs T hirſt of Empire. 
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W122 SE, FT ER the Fight, Sir William 

= Stanley, to whoſe Revolt from the 
. Party of Richard was owing the 
Victory of Richmond, finding the 
— Crown of the ſlain Uſurper in the 
F ld 55 Battle, plac'd the glorious Spoil on the 
Head of the fortunate Conqueror z which Cere- 
mony, ſeconded by the Acclamations of the Sol- 
diers, who ſaluted him King, gave Henry a Title 
to a kind of military Election, tho' he was fonder 
of a Right by Conqueſt, and his Pretenſions to the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, both which he ſeem' d to pre- 
fer to that which was his juſteſt and ſtrongeſt, the 
Matrimonial Title, the laſt being cemented by the 


Affections of the People, who were generally de- 
voted 


XD. &f 4 bz 
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voted to the Houſe of Jork: This happy Union in 
the Perſon of Elizabeth, Daughter to Edward the 
Fourth, put an End to that fatal Diviſion, which 

near fourſcore Years had fill'd England with a con- 
ſtant Scene of Blood and Horror. 

TAI s Henry Tudor we may reckon among our 
great, wiſe and valiant Princes, tho? his natural 
Frugality, eſpecially in his latter Years, degene- 
rated into the neighbouring V ice of Avarice, which 
had very ill Conſequences on the Property and Eaſe 
of his Subjects: My. Lord Bacon, who has particu- 
larly wrote the Life of this Prince, has taken great 
Pains to ſet him out in the moſt ſhining Colours, 
as a perfect Pattern of conſummate Wiſdom ; tho? 
after all, he ſeems rather to give the World an Idea 
what ſuch a Prince ſhould have been, than really 
what he was; his Virtues being ſtain'd by ſome In- 
ſtances of Ingratitude and Cruelty, which laſt Qua- 
lity ſeems to run in a conſtant Vein with one Ex- 
ception, through the whole Race of Tudor, more 
or leſs, as we ſhall find in the Sequel of their Story. 


HENRY had no ſooner confirm'd himſelf on 
his new Seat by a Marriage with the Princeſs Eli- 
zabeth, but he ſhew'd an Inſtance of his Ingrati- 
tude by a Coldneſs and Neglect of that Princeſs, 
to whoſe Right he was ſo oblig'd for his own; 
which Benefit he was ſo onvilling to acknowledge, 
that he deferred the Coronation of his Queen as 
long as he could, till the Diſcontents and Murmurs 

X 2 of 


Fortune to be illuſtrated by ſo great a Pen, and 
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of the People oblig d him to that Ceremony; this 
impolitic Neglect of the Houſe of York reviy'd 
the Affections of the Nation to that F amily, and 
made him be haunted with thoſe Spectres aſter- 
ward, which diſturb'd a great Part of his Reign, 


TRE Impoſtures of Lambert Simnell and Per. 
in Warbeck, both ſupported by the Dutcheſs | 
of Burgundy, a mortal Enemy to the Houſe of 
Lancaſter, are the moſt ſurprizing Incidents in the 
Engliſh Story; but ſince both theſe Adventures 
have been written ſo accurately by the great Lord 
Bacon, it would be an unneceſſary Preſumption to 
trouble the Reader with any Relation of thoſe 
Affairs; for which Reaſon I ſhall be ſhorter in the 

Account of this Reign, which has had the good | 


only take Notice of two indelible Blemiſhes in his 
imaginary Hero. 


Tux firſt was the her ſhewn to Edward 
' Plantagenet Earl of Warwick, who having been 
confin'd from his Infancy, firſt by Richard the | 
Third, and afterwards by the preſent King, was | 
drawn into a Conſpiracy by Perkin Warbeck a Pri- 
ſoner at the ſame Time in the Tower, to make his 
Eſcape, which Attempt was juſtifiable by the Laws 
of Nature and Self- preſervation; thus, for no other 
Crime but too near a Title to the Crown, was this 
poor Prince put to Death: But what aggravates the 


Barbarity was, that this Perkin underhand was em- 
1 
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ploy'd purpoſely to decoy this unhappy Youth into 


that Deſign, that the ſuſpicious Henry might have 
1 Pretence to take away his Life: This Earl of 
[Varwick was the laſt Male Plantagenet, and cer- 


| tainly an Object of Compaſſion, if it were only an 


account of his Simplicity and Innocence, occaſion'd 
by his cloſe Confinement; for it is reported, that 
he was ſo perfectly ignorant of the World, as to aſk 
what Creature a Cock was when he ſaw one from his 


Window. 


Tx next will bean Inſtance of as much Ingra- 
titude as Injuſtice in this Prince ; Sir William Stan- 
ley, his Chamberlain, the Perſon. who had ſet the 
Crown on his Head after the Battle of Boſworth, 
was executed for Words only, which a very hard 
Conſtruction could wreſt into Treaſon : My Lord 
Bacon endeavours to palliate this Action by an Ex- 
cuſe, which, inſtead of Extenuation, aggravates the 
Horror of this Ingratitude; his Words are, That 
the Death of this great Man was ſweeten'd to Henry 
by a vaſt Conſiſcation; as if the Atrocity of the Fact, 
in taking away an innocent and deſerving Man's 
Life, were leſſen'd by an Addition of Injuſtice, in 
robbing his Poſterity, Covetouſneſs being a very 
il Excuſe for Murder; if the Hiſtorian had only 


defended this Conduct by the Neceſſity of the 


Times, and Henry's Apprehenſions of Dangers, it 
would have been more pardonable, it being only a 
Weakneſs to be timorous,. but a Crime to be un- 
pſt ©". c; 5 
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IT nx laſt· Tears of this King's Reign were total; 7 
lh ſpent in-plundering the People, by reviving ob- 4 
ſolete Penal Statutes, which brought in the ZExche- 
quer vaſt Confiſcations, tho' attended by the Curſes 
of the People ; the two chief Inſtruments of this 
Oppreſſion were Empſon and Dudley, two Pro- 
jectors, who juſtly afterwards ſuffer*d for theſe Vio- 
lences in the ſucceeding Reign of Henry the Eighth, 
to make Way for whom his Father opportunely 
died juſt as he came of Age, before he was diſ- 
turb'd by the Ambition, great Spirit, and better Ti- 
tle of his Son, whoſe Principles probably would have 
very little reſtrain'd him from ſuch a Conduct to- 
wards his F — 
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Ns HE Greatneſs of Mind in i this Prince, 
due Beauty of his Perſon, Magnifi- 
| cence, Courage, and other great Qua- 
| 8 lities, preſag d a more auſpicious and 
* ſhining Reign than what we ſhall ſee blacken'd i 
1 the higheſt Examples of barbarous Tyranny; 
Reign, which even the moſt flagitious of the — 


Emperors, Chriftiern of Denmark, Don Pedro of 
Caſil, 


— 
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Caſtile, or the Ruſh ian V. afilouich, could not exceed. 
in ſome Inſtances of Blood, Cruelty, and immenſe 
profuſion; ſo juſt and true is that Aſſertion of the 
great Raleigh, That, if the Pifture of Tyranny were 
loſt, the Original might be retriev'd in the Life of 
this King; the very Commencement of whoſe 
Reign was ſtain'd with Blood, at which Time Prin- 
ces generally turn their beſt Side outermoſt, by, 
Acts of Mercy and Indulgence, to give the People 
the better Impreſſions of their future Government. 
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Tus weft nobis Blood ſhed, was that of Dela- 
pool Earl of Suffolk, who had been detain'd in Priſon = 
ſeveral Years by Harry the Seventh, who only ſpa- 
red his Life upon a Parole given to Philip the 
Archduke, when that Prince unworthily deliver'd 
this unfortunate Nobleman, upon a Promiſe not to 
take away his Life; but, as if ſuch an Evaſion could 
ſalve his Honour and Conſcience, Henry upon his 
Death-bed commanded his Son to ſecure him; a 
very odd Legacy of Blood to be left by a dying 
Man, whoſe Thoughts ſhould have been otherwiſe 
imploy'd in the laſt Moments; this Injunction was 
not more uncharitably left by the Father than im- 
politicly executed by the Son, by which Action 
he gave his People a new Specimen of that Cruelty 

which ſo conſtantly rag'd the reſt of his Reign, 
which commencꝰ'd indeed with an Air of Magnifi- 
cence and Grandeur above the Luxury of that 
Time; nothing to be feen but Tilts, Tournaments, 


Balls, and ſuch Diverſions, in which the King = 
ſe 
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ſelf, very graceful i in his Perſon, and adroit in his 
Exerciſes, had always the moſt conſiderable Part, 


but tho? theſe Entertainments might ſeem worthy a 
great young Prince, who had a mind to ſhew the 


World the Magnificence of his Court, yet they 
were very fatal in their Conſequences, by giving 


him a conſtant Habit of Expence, till the Freaſures 


of the Crown were ſo exhauſted, as to put him | 
upon thoſe impious Meaſures to ſupport his Neceſ- 
ſities, 7 Sacrilege and unjuſt Confiſcations. 


Bu T now, to ſhew the World his Puiſſance and 
Power, as well as Riches and Grandeur, he reſolv'd 
on a War with France, in which he was not ſo ſuc- } 
ſeſsful on an Element, which Nature ſeems to 
have appropriated to the Triumphs of the Engliſh; | 
for, in an Attempt upon Breſt, his Fleet was de- 
feated, and Sir Edward Howard, who commanded, | 
being boarded by the French Gallies, was with a | 
half Pike thrown into the Sea and drown'd ; but, 
tho' he was more fortunate in his Enterprizes on | 
Land, yet the Succeſs did not anſwer the Vaſtneſs | 
and Expence of the Preparations, which were as | 


magnificent as warlike ; the Engliſh Camp in this | 


Expedition having more the Air of the Eaſtern | 
Luxury, than that rugged Simplicity and Plainneſs 
which made the Arms of our Anceſtors at Cre 
and Poictiers at once ſo terrible and ſucceſsful : The | 
very Sails of his own Ship, in which he went to | 
Calais, were all Cloth of Gold, with all other pro- | 


portionable Marks of Parade and Oſtentation in 
the | 


the Furniture tad other HG of his Ada! 


which were no ſooner debark'd, but Henry immedi- 
ately march' d and laid Siege to Teroenne; while he 
lay before this Place, the Emperor Maximilian came 
to the Exgliſb Camp, and, putting on the Croſs of 


St. George, ſerv'd as a private Centinel, with a Sti- 


pend of an hundred Crowns per Dien, an Honour 
that was never done to any King before: The French 


feſolv d to raiſe the Siege, but were defeated in the 


Attempt, and, from their making leſs Uſe of their 


Swords than their Spurs, this Battle was call'd by 


that Name; upon this Succeſs, inſtead of purſuing 


his Victories after the Surrender of this Town and 
alſo Tournay, which he took ſoon afterward, Henry 
ſpent the Reſidue of the Campaign in Balls and Re- 
vels, having ſeveral Ladies in the Camp to com- 
pleat theſe Diverſions ; while he lay before this laſt 


Place, there happen'd a Paſſage, which I mention 


only to ſhew the different Notions of Honour in 
paſt Ages from what we find in our own degenerate 
Times; James the Fourth of Scotland, in Defence 


of his ancient Ally the French King ſent his Herald 


Lyon King 'at Arms to defy Henry, and denounce 
War againſt him, in caſe he did not immediately 
defiſt from moleſting his good Friend the King of 
france; Henry, having given Audience to the He- 
rald, diſmiſs*d him with a conſiderable Reward and 
Contempt of his. Meſſage : This is a much nobler. 
Method of making War, than by a Violation of 
the Law of Nations to ſteal into one another's Ter- 
tories, without any previous Declarations of Ho- 
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ſtility, or the leaſt Complaint of an Injury, and at. 
the ſame T1 ime with the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations 
deny by the Mouths of their Miniſters any fuch - 
Intention; ſuch. is the Difference between lutle 


Burghers in a Common+wealth,:, and generous 
Princes, who think the Preſervation of their Ho- 


nour the chiefeſt Support of their Majeſty: The 
King of Scots, to be as good as his Word, invades 


England, but was defeated by the Earl of Surrey, 


and lain at the Battle of : Flodden ; this being the 
third King of Scotland either kilPd or taken'Priſoner 
in the Invaſion of England ſince the Conqueſt, 
which Conſideration one would think ſhould make 


Buchanan not brag ſo much of his LO $ 


ITE Venen over the ae 


HEN R Y wing ubm aha two "Trina re- 
turns triumphant, after a Conſumption of mote 
Treaſure in this one Campaign, than ſome of bis 
Anceſtors ſpent in the Reduction of the whole 
Dutchy of Normandy; this War, and his other 
riotous Expences, reduc'ꝰd him to great Neceſſities; 
the Sum of One Million Eight Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds, which was left in ready Money by his-Fa- 


ther, being all waſted, beſides the conſtant Reve- 
nues of the Crown : This forced him to call a Par- 
liament, who ſeem'd willing to ſupply the Necel- 


ſities of the Government with as much as they 


thought reaſonable ; but when Cardinal Wolſey de- 


manded Soo, ooO J. which he propos' d ſhould be 


rais "d by a Tax of four — in the Pound, they. | 
fell | 


Ditatii 
been f 
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fall i into great H cats and Debates ; ' nevertheleſs at 
laſt, to comply with the King s Defires as far as 
they could, they agreed to two Shillings, which 
the People no ſooner heard, but they threaten'd to 


tear their Repreſentatives to Pieces for being fo free 


of their Money; by which we may ſee the different 
Tempers of our Anceſtors and Ourſelyes, who are 
ſo much better Subjects, as lately to petition for 
heavier Taxes, after having given ſo The Kent 
many Years together twice that Sum ; ram 

ſo far can a Spirit of Faction tranſport Mankind 
even to Pati themſelves. | 


HE N R y forc'd to 5 contented with this 1. 8 
ply, carry'd on the War againſt France till both 
Sides equally weary deſir'd Peace, which was ſoon 
after ratify*d, when Francis the Firſt of France was 
releas*'d from his Captivity in Spain. This Peace 
with France made ill Blood between Henry and the 
Emperor Charles the F ith, which Miſunderſtand- 
ing partly laid the F oundation of thoſe Diſorders, 
that have ſo much blacken'd the Memory of this 
prince; for his Picque to the Emperor, and his 
own vicious Inclinations together, firſt made him 
hearken to any Notion of the Unlawfulneſs of the 
Marriage between himſelf and Catharine of Arra- 
gon, who was his Brother's Widow, and Aunt to 
Charles the Fifth ; for it is very unconceivable that 


ſuch a Scruple ſhould be real after 20 Years Coha- 


bitation, the Lawfulneſs of this Marriage having 
been ſufficiently canvaſs' d before, when they thought 
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it neceſſary to have a Diſpenſation from the Pope: 
Tis thought that Wolſey firſt put this Notion into 
his Head to gratify his Revenge on the Emperor | 


for making him miſs the Papal Chair; others ſay, 


his Confeſſor Longland firſt ſtated this Matter, and 


that the French made ſome Scruple in this Point, 
when a Match was propos'd between the King's 
Daughter Mary, born of this e and the 


Duke of Orleans. 


Br the moſt probable Opinion is, that this 


voluptuous Prince rather follow'd the Dictates of 
his Luſt, than any real Emotions of Conſcience; 
for he had already fix' d his Affections on Anne Bo- 
len, who had been bred with his Siſter in the Court 
of France; the Charms of his new Miſtreſs made 
him fo much more diſreliſh his Wife, the Diſparity 
of whoſe Age had render'd her not very agreeable 
at firſt, ar ſne was ſomewhat older than Henry; 
fo that it is highly probable the Deſire of a younger 


Bride made him ſo earneſtly ſue for a Divorce, in | 
which Affair the Delays and Shuffling of the Court 
of Rome made him ſo impatient, that in Revenge 


he threw of the Obedience to that See, and was 


divorc'd by Cranmer at Home, made Archbiſhop 


of Canterbury for this Purpoſe : Thus was Catha- 
rine of Arragon, aſter ſo long a Cohabitation, and 
being the Mother of three Children, repudiated, a 
Woman of ſuch exemplary Piety and other great 
Virtues, as gave a Reputation to the N 
1 28 
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Ar the ſame Time Henry, not able to mortify 
his Paſſion any longer, privately. married Anne of 
Bolen, who was a young Woman rather agreeable 
than handſome, but of greater Beauty than Reputa- 
tion, having been bred in a Court that was too de- 
bauch'd for Virtue long to ſubſiſt unblemiſh'd ; 
bur, tho* ſhe might be innocent in the main, ſhe was 
certainly not of ſo clear a Character as a certain 
Author would inſinuate, who has writ a tedious 
Hiſtory of the great Revolution in- the Church at 
this Time; but we muſt not too implicitly rely on 
the Credit of a Perſon whoſe Diſingenuity in that 
Book, by a falſe Quotation of Records, in inſerting 
ome Words, and leaving out others, as they would 
make for his Purpoſe, beſides the Partiality of his 
other Writings, has juſtly ſunk him in the Opinion 
of all good Men long ago, nor is he now leſs deſpi- 
cable in the Eyes of his own Party; fo that all the 
Dirt, that he has flung on Meſſieurs Maimbourg 
ad Varillas, may be juſtly retorted on himſelf, if 
ay thing could mortify a Man of fo much Aſſu- 
ance, as to pick out thoſe very Crimes to charge on 
others, of which his own Conſcience muſt needs tell 
tim he is ſo guilty himſelf; this is a very unaccoun- 
table Weakneſs, but common to all diſingenuous 
Natures. 


THIS Marriage of 0 8 0 Anne Bolen 
was the Ruin of MWolſey, who, if he did influence 
lim in the Scruple of his firſt Marriage, never de- 

= d 
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| Deſign t to prevent his Marriage; began to be diſſa- 


before above the Condition of e Pl. Subject. 


er's Dog had worried the Faire Buck i in Chriſtendom, 


P PR : 
r * 
2 * » 


fign'd to carry that Affair ſo far as that the King 
ſhould marry that Lady, who was ſuſpected of 1 
theraniſm. The King, perceiving that the Cardinal 
Juggled \ with him in this Matter, and underhand re 
tarded his Divorce in the Court of Rome, with a 


tisfy d with him, and at' laſt threw bim to the 
Ground with as much Levity, as he had rais d kim C01 


In this Revolution of Br Fortuhe gh whit F 
very little Compaſſion, having diſguſted the World 
by his Pride and Inſolence when in Power, a F ault 
almoſt inſeparable from the Meanneſs of his Birth 
and Profeſſion; but the greateſt Obloquy that he 
lay under was occafion*d by his procuring the Death 
of the Duke of Buckingham, the laſt Duke of that 
Noble Family; this gave Occaſion to the Empe- : 

ror Charles, according to the Wit of that Age, to 
make a wretched Clinch, in ſaying, That a Butch- | 


OI SE Y, thus deſerted TY the King, was ex. 
pos'd to the Malice of his Enemies, who chag d. 
him in Parliament with ſeveral Articles containing 
High Miſdemeanors, one of which is very remark- 
able, That, having the French Pox upon him, he pre. 
ſum' d to breathe in bis Highneſs's Face; either that 
Diſtemper | was more infectious, or Majeſty more | 
ſacred, in thoſe Days, than ours, for, if ſuch a Pre- 


ſ umption was as criminal now, the . and Cou- 
' chit; 


— 


EA þÞ E N RN y Hz A | 167 
chles < Princes, would. not dn ſo nt much 
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was his Creature and Servant; his wonderful F ide - 

lty to his Maſter, whom he ſo, well defended, hen 
atack'd by the Houſe of Commons, firſt re- 
commended him to the King, who rais'd him ſoon: 
alter from an equal Meanneſs of Birth with that of 


his firſt Patron, to the Dignity of Earl of Eſſer and 


Vicar General of England: This Crommell was 
Henry's chief Inſtrument in demoliſhing Abbies 
and Religious Houſes, to which Attempt the King 
was firſt eneourag d by the Example of Wolſey, who 
had ſuppreſſed ſome: little Foundations to endow: 
his Colleges at Oxford and Ipſwich, It is certain, 
there were very great Abuſes in theſe Places at this 
Time, which requir'd a Reformation ; but on the 
other Hand it is very ill Surgery to lop a Limb, 
while there is any Hopes of a Cure; there is no 


and Inconveniences; but, if the Good on the other 
Hand out- ballances the Ill, we ought ſo to diſtin- 
guiſn, as to preſerve one and remove the other: 
Theſe Places were firſt founded by the Piety of our 
Anceſtors, with a charitable Deſign, to give a Re- 
treat to ſuch Perſons as had a mind to a them- 
ſelves from the Affairs. of the World, and dedicate 
their Lives to the Service of God in a State of Qui- 
et and Devotion: By theſe People were the Hun- 
gry fed, the Naked cloathed, and the Dead buried, 
with 


human Inſtitution, but will be liable to ſome Er rors | 
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with all other Acts of Charity which ſeem ſo efſen- 
tial to the Spirit of Chriſtianity ; but to all this may 


be objected, that, tho? theſe were the Deſigns of the 


firſt Founders, theſe Houſes by the Corruption of 
Time were degenerated into Nurſeries of Sloth and 
Lewdneſs; however, tho' there might be ſome 
Inſtances of this Nature, it doth not follow that an 


Inſtitution ſhould be aboliſh*d for the Abuſe of it, 
any more than that there ſhould be no Inns to re- 
ceive honeſt Travellers, becauſe fome publick 
Houſes harbour Thieves and Highwaymen ; a fe- | 
vere Viſitation might have corrected theſe Abuſes, | 
without turning looſe ſo many Religious into the 

World, which by the moſt ſolemn Vows they had 
abandon'd before, and in which the greateſt Part 
were unable to ſubſiſt for Want of an Education to 
have qualified them for other Profeſſions ; but it is 


no Wonder if the looſer Part of theſe People them- 
ſelves willingly embrac*d this Releaſe from their 


Vows, Mankind being generally more prone to | 
Pleaſure than Mortification and Penance ; it is no 


Wonder if a great many thought it more agreeable 


to lie in a warm Bed, and in the Arms of a beau- | 
tiful Wife, than in a Cell on a Mat, with Hair Shirts | 
and Midnight Diſcipline: If theſe poor Orders | 


have miſtook the Way to Heaven, which they take 


ſo much Pains to find, all we can ſay is, that they | 


are very unfortunate to deny themſelves the Com- 


forts of this World, and at laſt not to meet the Re- 


wards of the next. 


To | 
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To the Want of theſe Retreats, eſpecially Nun- 
neries, in a great. Meaſure are to be, aſcrib'd the 
ſeveral Inconveniences we lie under at this Day; eſ- 
pecially ſince the frequent Marriages of the meaner 
and indigent Clergy, who, having no temporal 
Eſtates to ſupport their Families after their Death, 
leave their Wives and Daughters deſtitute and 2 
ſitous, who being too proud, or lazy, to work, 
often take ill Courſes to ſubſiſt; all which might be 
prevented, if there were Places to receive and ſup- 
port them in a virtuous and comfortable Way of 
Life: From this Defect reſults the Lewdneſs of 
theſe abandoned Times, more than from any Vici- 
ouſneſs in the Temper or Conſtitution of the Eng- 
if, ſince we ſo ſeldom find theſe Diſorders in Wo- 
men of Birth, Fortune, and Education; while others 
in ill Circumſtances generally facrifice themſelves 
to their Vanity and Neceſſities; the Deſire of fine 
Cloaths, and to live voluptuoufly with Splendor, 
having too ſtrong an Influence on the Virtue and 
Conſtancy of a young Woman, without a great 
Guard of Principle; eſpecially when theſe Temp- 
tations meet with that Sweetneſs of Temper, that 
Softneſs and Good-nature, which is, or ſhould be, 
eſſential to the charming Sex. „ 


HEN RY, having glutted his Avarice with 
theſe Spoils, which in the Main did him no great 
Good, the greateſt Part of theſe Lands being ſold 


for almoſt nothing, or elſe given to the rapacious 
= Courtiers, 


Courtiers, relaps* d into his old Fits of Cruelty, of 


Aſſeverations her Fidelity to his Bed. This was | 


ments to do Juſtice to her Reputation, when telling | 
Truth could have no other Conſequence but her 


VIII. at this Time began to grow unwieldy through | 
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which his new Wife Anne Bolen muſt now be the 
Object: Whether or no he really believ'd the Crime 
with which he charg'd her, Adultery, or elſe, grown 


weary of her Embraces, remov'd her to make Way 
for another more agreeable, is uncertain z however, { 
on a ſudden ſhe was committed to the Tower, and k 
ſoon after arraign'd, condemn'd, and beheaded: It MI 
is remarkable, that this Lady's own Father ſat as | ; 
one of her Judges, and gave the firſt Vote to pro- | e 
nounce her guilty; the World was ſurpriz'd that 

upon the Scaffold ſhe neither own'd or deny'd her Ny 
Crime, of which ſhe took not the leaſt Notice, tho! l 


no leſs than Adultery and Inceſt with her own Bro- 
ther: This ſeems to confirm the Proverb, that Si- 
ence gives Conſent. The Lady Catharine Howard, 
afterward in the ſame Circumſtances upon the ſame | 
Occaſion, tho' ſhe own'd ſome Failings before Mar- 
riage with the King, aſſerted with the moſt ſolemn | 


natural, and makes the Conduct of the other the | 
more unaccountable, that any innocent Woman | 
ſhould not think herſelf obliged in her laſt Mo- | 


own Juſtification.. This gave a Handle to her Enc- | 
mies to inſinuate, that the Daughter ſhe lately bore 
was begotten by her Brother, a young Man in the | 
Flower of his Age and Vigour. Whereas Harry | 


an enormous Corpulence of Body, which, with 
other | 


4 


HENRY: VH. a9 


4 8 contracted by his conſtant De- 
| bauches, ſeem'd. to render him leſs capable of 
getting a Virago. After all, her abſolute Silence 
extinguiſn'd even the Charity of thoſe, who, un- 
willing to think that Queen Elizabeth ſhould be 
born of ſuch a Mother, would have been glad of 
of any Handle to believe that unfortunate Woman 
injur' d. upon which he married Jane Seymour, by 
whom he had Edward the Sixth, which Son, ſome 
report, he brought into the World with as much 
Violence as he us'd to ſend his Wives out, by com- 
manding the Belly of his Mother to beripp'd, when 
her Delivery was deſperate z . Fs, Story, n 8 
en to ſupport ir, nj i 


$6 
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AFTER. the Death of Nane Seymour, he W 
Ame of Cleve, Daughter to the Duke of that Name 
in Germany, with whom, tho' he bedded conſtantly 
for ſix Months, he never conſummated the Mar- 
tiage, and at laſt moſt ſhamefully repudiated her: 
The next bold Woman who ventur'd to be his 
Wife was the Lady Catharine Howard, who ſoon after 
underwent the Fate of Anne Bolen, being accus'd 
of the ſame Crime, of which, as I have juſt now inti- 
mated, ſhe averr'd her Innocence with the moſt ſo- 
lemn Proteſtations at her Death, tho? ſhe own' d her- 
ſelf criminal before Marriage: Upon this paſs'd a 
moſt abſurd and unreaſonable Act of Parliament, to 
make it Treaſon for any Woman, not a Virgin, to 
marry the King ; by which any. pretended Maid, 
vio had the Misfortune to be lik*d by Henry, was 

22 reduc'd 


reduc'd to the Dilemma of ſpoiling her Fortune by 
accuſing herfelf, which is contrary to the Law of 
Nature, or elſe to venture her Neck, in caſe of a 


Diſcovery. But his Inconſtancy was not greater to 
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his Miſtreſſes than his Favourites, of which Levity 
in the King's Nature Cromwell ſome Time before 
had taſted the Effects, who, falling into his Dif- 
pleaſure on the Account of making that Match with 
Anne of Cleve, was attainted by my a ex- 


ecuted. 


AFTER this follow'd nothing but daily Execu- 
tions, the moſt Noble Blood being pour'd like Wa- 


ter on the Ground by the Luſt and Cruelty of an 


inhuman Prince, who ſeem'd now to have his Con- 


ſcience ſear*d, and to thirſt the more for Blood, the 


more he drank ; which when we conſider, W hat an 


Idea muſt we form of this profligate Age, when 
Parliaments were ſo devoted to attaint, Judges to 


condemn, and Juries to find guilty, the moſt Inno- ; 


cent, and ſometimes the moſt Deſerving, at the 


Beck of ſuch a brutal Tyrant, whoſe Fury equally 
rag'd againſt all Ranks, Sexes, and Conditions? 


No N of Blood could protect the Nobility ; 


no Reverence to the Sanctity of their Profeſſion, the 
moſt holy Prelates; nor the Reſpect owing to the 
tender Sex, the moſt innocent Women, from be- 
ing made Objects of his Cruelty; for Margaret 
Counteſs of Salisbury, his own near Kinſwoman, 
and the only ſurviving Perſon of the Name of Plan- 


tagenet, Daughter to the Duke of Clarence, and 
Siſter } 
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Siſter to that Earl of Warwick, who was ſo unjuſtly 
put to Death by Harry the Seventh, was arraign'd 
| and condemn'd for no other Crime, but writing an. 
affect ionate Letter to her Son Reginald Pool: This 
Lady, not more illuſtrious for her high Birth than 
Piety and other extraordmary Virtues, not thinking 
ft to ſubmit to her unjuſt and infamous Sentence, 
ſtruggled with the Executioner on the Scaffold; 
upon which ſhe was forcibly drag'd down to the 
Block, by the Hands of a Ruffian — in her 
| hoary Locks, made venerable by almoſt cighty 
Years, a Spectacle of Horror which would have 
rais'd Compaſſion in all Breaſts fuſceptible: _ noble 
and generous Impreſſions. 


TRE valiant and noble Earl of Surrey, notwith- 
ſtanding} his great Services, underwent the ſame 
Fate; ſoon after which the Tyrant died himſelf, 
unpitied even by his own Creatures, and execrated 
by all good Men, having own'd himſelf to his Con- 
feſſor, That he had never ſpar d Man in his Rage, 
wr Woman in his Luſt: The undiſturb'd Reign, 
and peaceable Death of this cruel Prince in his Bed, 
ſhews the unaccountable Temper of the Engliſh, 
o have moſt commonly in all Ages been inſolent 
and mutinous to their mild, lawful, and virtuous 
Princes; and on the other Hand, fawning and ſub- 
miſſive to Tyrants and Uſurpers; otherwiſe it is 
unconceivable that Harry the Eighth ſhould die in 
his Bed and Charles the Firſt upon a Scaffold, a 


Prince, whoſe tranſcendent Virtues, ſo far above 
— 
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the reſt of his Rank, have added a Dignity to the 


Name of King, and given a new Luſtre to the Ma- 


jeſty of crown'd Heads: This King left his fixch 


Wite the Lady Catharine Parre a Widow, who 
happen'd to die a natural Death, by having the 
the good Fortune ſo ſoon to loſe her Huſband ; for 
a Warrant was actually ſign'd to have ſent her to 


the Tower for a Heretick next Day, if the King's 


ſudden Illneſs and Death had not prevented the Ex- 


ecution of that Deſign. The Duke of Norfolk 


eſcaped by the ſame propitious Incident; for he was 
to have follow'd his Son the Earl of Surrey that 
very Day, on which the Bounty of Heaven thought 
fit to relieve the World from ſuch a Monſter. 


EDdwaRrD VI. 


L 1547. 1 


S DWARD the Sixth was no more [thin 
„nine Years old upon the Death of his 
<=! Father, by whom he was left under the 

= Guardianſhip of twenty-eight” Perſons; 
but, to avoid the Inconvenience of ſo many Gover- 
nors, the young King's Uncle, the Earl of Hert- 


ford was choſen Protector, and ſoon after 3 
Duke 


nin 


EDWARD VE” we 


Duke of Somerſet; this young Prince firſt eſta- 
bliſh*d the Reform'd Religion, to which his Father 
had open'd the Way, by annulling the Pope's Su- 
premacy, tho” that Prince himſelf died in the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome, if in any; if this 
King had reign'd any conſiderable Time, the 
Hierarchy of the Church would probably have been 
deſtroy d, and the national Religion reduc'd to 
the Form of Geneva; for in this Reign the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Durham was difloly*d, and moſt of the 
| others robb'd of their Lands by Dudley, Somerſet, 
and the other Courtiers, the firſt of whom, tho?” 
he died a Roman Catholick, made no Scruple to 
ſwallow Church-Lands ; theſe Lands were not taken 
by Force, but baſely ſurrender*d by Men, who were 
made Biſhops on that Condition : Ridley particu- 
larly gave to the Crown the Flower of the Demeſnes 
belonging to the See of London, by a ſolemn In- 
denture under his Hand ; an odd Kind of Simony ! 
It is common to give Money for Biſhopricks, but 
theſe Men gave the Biſhoprick for a Share of the 
Money and the Title; ſo that it is not unlikely that 
— thoſe Men, whoſe inſatiable Avarice was yet un- 
glutted with the Spoils of ſo many Religious Houſes, 
would too eaſily have worked on the Zeal and pliant 
Nature of this young Prince to have given away 
the Lands of the Church, on Pretence of a purer 
Reformation z which impious Deſign about one 
hundred Years afterward involv*d three flouriſhing 
Kingdoms in a diſmal Civil War and Confuſion = 
nineteen Years together. To the immature Death 
of 
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of this Prince, therefore, the Church of England at 
this Day owes the Preſervation of her Revenues, 


and the Decency of a comely Worſhip in the Ser- 


vice of God; for Somerſet himſelf was a Zuinglian, 


and the reſt of the great Men at this Time inclin'd 
more to thoſe rigid Principles of Calviniſm, which 
have diſgrac'd the Reformation, than the preſent 
Conſtitution of the Church of England. 


EDWARD had not been longunder the Tuition 


of Somerſet, before the Artifices of Dudley Duke of 


Northumberland began to make a fatal Diviſion be- 


tween his two Uncles, the Protector and the Admi- 


ral: This Miſunderſtanding was firſt created by the 
Folly and Vanity of their two Wives; the Protec- 
tor's, ſeeing her Huſband the firſt Perſon next to 
the King, thought ſhe ought to ſhare the ſame Pre- 
eminence in her Sex, and take Place of the Queen 
Dowager, who had married the Admiral, the Pro- 
tector's younger Brother: This Diſpute between 
the Women made ill Blood, and drew the Huſ- 
bands by degrees into the Quarrel, upon which So- 
merſet picq'd, gave Way to the Accuſations againlt 
his Brother ; which falſe Step ended in their mutual 


Ruin, by weakening their Intereſts; for the Ad- 


miral had no ſooner loſt his Head by a Warrant 
under the Hand of his Brother, but Northumber- 
{and began to foment a F action at Court to under- 


mine the Protector himſelf, which Point he carried 


at laſt, by diſpoſſeſſing him firſt of his Authority, 


and then his Life, on a Statute of his own making 
for 


EDWARD, VL , 12 


* being charged with a Deſign to kill N, orthumber-. : 
land, he was found guilty and beheaded : Some are 
of Opinion, he might have been ſav d by pleading 
his Clergy ; but, whether he did not know that, or 
elſe that this Favour is not allowable in the Caſe of 
this Felony, he ae d the Nx. hs 


DU DLE 2. es ton ! thoſe who 
could the moſt oppoſe his ambitious Deſigns, per- 
ſuaded the young King to deſtroy his Father's Te- 
W fament, and diſinherit his two Sifters, by leaving 
che Crown to the Daughters of the Duke of Suffolk, 

to the eldeſt of whom he had purpoſely married his 

fourth Son the Lord Guilford Dudley. And now he 

thought it high Time the King ſhould live no long- 

er; for he died ſoon after, in the 16th Year of his 
Age, and the 6th of his Reign, a very hopeful a 
young Prince, of whom the famous Cardan, who ſlaw _ 
and perſonally convers'd with him, has given us a 
very great Character, both as to his natural and ac- 
quir'd Parts, which he had improv'd above his 
Years in all manner of manly Erudition: The Pre- 
cipitation of his Death, if not immediately caus' d, 
was generally aſcrib'd to the Ambition of Northum- 
berland, who had placed his Son the Lord Rqber?, 
afterwards the famous Earl of Leiceſter about his 
Perſon ; after which Time the King was obſerv'd 
never to enjoy his Fh. N f 


Ho v little al the Teſtament of the King 
has in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, will be ſeen in the 


hort and mock Reign of the Lady Jane Gray, 
18 | which 


in due Order the Throne, according to the Pre- 


a Foundation of Right and Juſtice, were no longer 


to have deſpis'd: Upon this Mary writes a Letter 
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which laſted no more than ten Days; for tho“ the 


two Princeſſes Mary and Elizabeth were legitimated 


and illegitimated, according to the Power of the 
prevailing Faction, or the Caprice of their Father; 
notwithſtanding that, they both fucceſſively aſcended 


ſcription of the Laws and Cuſtom of England; ſo 
little at this Time regarded were all ſuch irregular 
Proceedings, which, not eftabliſh*d originally upon 


in Force than Fower and F anon Pn: ſuppor 
them, os 


* 1553. "268 8 ye 


1 E. Princeſs Mary, eldeſt Daughter to hy 
Henry the Eighth, by Catharine of " 
Arragon, was remote 1n the Country 2 

an 


DW 5 when her Brother died, which gave 
Northumberland an Opportunity to inforce the Will 
of King Edward, and proclaim the Lady Jane 
Gray Queen of England, a young Lady of extra- 
ordinary Qualifications above her Sex and Age, 
who, in Complaiſance to her Father, accepted | 
Crown, which ſhe had Greatneſs of Mind otherwiſe 


to 
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to the h do demand her Right; to which the 
Lords return her an inſolent and peremptory An- 
ſwer, that ſhe was illegitimated by Parliament, and 
had no Right: After which, they ſend the Duke 
of Northumberland with an Army to ſuppreſs her, 
while at the ſame Time the Gentry. of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, flocking to the Princeſs, proclaim her at 
Norwich: This put the Council into a great Con- 
ſternation, and made every one endeavour to ſhift 
for himſelf, by making his own Peace, Here we 
ſhall ſee an Example of the baſeſt Treachery that 
ever was committed by Men, who are diſtinguiſh'd 
by particular Marks of Honour from the reſt of 
their Fellow Subjects; the Duke of Northumber- 
land, when he was to march againſt the Princeſs, 
began to make ſome Scruples, apprehending in- 
deed what afterwards came to paſs: Upon this the 
whole Privy Council, by the moſt tolemn Aſſeve- 
rations, declar'd they would live and die with him; 
yet theſe ſame abandon'd Men, by the Time that 
Northumberland was arrived at Cambridge, revolt 
from the Lady Jane, and proclaim the Princeſs 
Mary; but what is more unaccountably baſe, the 
lame Perſons afterwards ſat upon him as Judges, and 
condemn'd him to die for a Treaſon, which they 
themſelves had commiſſion'd him to act; ſuch was 
the End of all the ambitious Projects of this great 
Dudley, who, though he was one of the moſt wicked 
and flagitious Men of his Time, yet he deſerved a 
tairer Trial, and more- proper Judges than thoſe, 
Who, guilty of the ſame Crime, ſhould have been 
Aa 2 Companions 


cy impracticable; the Neceſſity of this Juſtice be- 
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| Companions of his Fate; ſuch was that Order of 
Men, of whom the Folly of our Lawn has made 


it criminal t to - aroma Truth. 


WII I Dudley were e two more, which 


Was all the Blood ſhed at this Time, and upon this 


Occaſion ; which is a convincing Proof of the mer- 


_.ciful Diſpoſition in this Queen, who was by much 
the leaſt inclin*d to Cruelty of all the Tudor Race; 
This is own'd by Dr. Burnet himſelf ; who ſays, 


ſhe was a Woman of great Bowels: This Confeffion 
praceeded not from any Principle of Sincerity in 
that Author, who is ſeldom guilty of doing too 
much Juſtice to his Enemies; but from a Deſign, 
in taking away the Odium from the Queen, to 


lay a greater on her Religion. Edward the Sixth 
was ſo very young when he died, we cannot be cer- 
tain what he might have prov'd at laſt ; but we 


ſhall ſeldom find an Example of ſo much Goodneſs, 
as to let a Rival in Empire hve, who had been pro- 
claim'd Queen, and acted as ſuch, by which the 
had forfeited her Life; nevertheleſs Mary put not 
the Lady Fane to Death in ſome Time, till the 
Folly and Ingratitude of her Father the Duke of 


Suffolk, by riſing in Arms again, made the Life 


of his Daughter and the Safety of the Queen incom- 


patible: Upon which, the poor Lady Jane, with 


her Huſband the Lord Guilford Dudley, was be- 
headed; tho' the Queen had a great Inclination to 
fave her, if Reaſons of State had not render'd Mer- 


10g 


— 
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1 ng beaches by the Inſurrection of Myat, who at 
the ſame Time was in Arms againſt the Queen; ſo 
that we muſt not abſolutely charge upon her the 
Death of ſo many poor People who ſuffer d on Ac- 
count of Religion; this was rather the Fault of the 
Conſtitution at this Time, than the Queen's. Na- 
ture, the Secular Power being only the Executio- 
ner of the Eccleſiaſtical Sentence. 


THE Din of Wyat being ſuppreſs'd, 
Mary proceeded in her Match with. Philip Prince of 
Spain : In the next Parliament was reſtor d the Su- 
premacy of the Pope, in which Seſſions the whole 
Netion by their Repreſentatives receiv d Abſolution 
from the Hands of Cardinal Pool, and thus freed 
from the Schiſm, as they call'd it, were received 
into the Boſom of the Church: By this we may 
ſee the Levity and looſer Principles of this profli- 
gate Age, who changed their Religion as often as 
their Prince: The Year after this Marriage "there 
was great Hope of the Queen's Conception, which 
vaniſh'd at laſt in a Tympany; this Diſappoint- 
ment, together with an ill Habit of Body, increaſed 
by her Diſcontent for the Abſence of Philip, the 
Loſs of Calais to the French, and other concurrent 
| Cauſes, made ſo deep an Impreſſion on the Spirit 
of this Princeſs, as ſoon after ſhorten'd her Life, 
by flinging her into a Fever of which ſhe died. 
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= Heir of Harry the Eighth, ſucceeded ac- 
= = cording to Right and her Father's Te- 


Ng 


baſtardiz”d by Act of Parliament, on the Diſgrace 
of her Mother. As this Reign makes one of the 
greateſt Figures in the Engliſh Story; ſo it is 2 
Demonſtration, that the Fair Sex have a Genius 
equally capable of Government with Men, if they 
had the Advantages of the ſame Education. This 


Princeſs revers'd all that her Siſter had done in Fa- 


vour of the Roman Catholick Religion, which ſhe 
aboliſh'd, and reſtor'd the Reform'd: In- this 
Affair ſhe proceeded gradually with great Prudence 
and Temper, by which Conduct ſhe prevented” the 
dangerous Conſequences of too haſty a Change: 
The firſt Step was, to order that the Service of the 
Church ſhould be read in the vulgar Tongue; after 


which, ſhe by degrees aboliſh'd the Supremacy ot | 


the Pope, and aſſum'd that Title to herſelf, which 


at firſt ſeem'd a Jeſt to the reſt of the World, by 
reaſon 
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ſtament, notwithſtanding ſhe had been 


4 
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reaſon of the Incapacity of her Sex for the Miniſte- 
rial Function: Tho? all this was done by Authority 
of Parliament, which was ſo neceſſary to give a 
Sanction to this Change; however ſhe took ſome 
Meaſures at firſt which were equally illegal, tho? 
not ſo fatal as to one of her Succeſſors; this was an 
aſſuming to herſelf, by Virtue of her Prerogative, 
a Power of diſpenſing with the Laws; for She re- 
mov'd the School-maſters of Eaton and Wincheſter 
upon no other Pretence, but becauſe they were Ca- 
tholicks, and plac'd in their Room Proteſtants, 
before ſhe had call'd any Parliament to repeal thoſe 
Laws, which had made Popery the eſtabliſh*d Re- 
ligion of the Country : This Action was undoubt- 
edly as arbitrary in this Queen, as the ſame Mea- 
ſures of the late King James; it being equally as 
great a Violation of the Conſtitution, for a Pro- 
teſtant Prince to diſpenſe with Popiſh Laws, as for 
a Catholick with Proteſtant; but ſuch is the Parti- 
ality of Mankind to their own Cauſe, as to call the 
ſame Actions Crimes in their Enemies, which they 
reckon Viren in their ＋ riends. 


THr1s Change of Religion being 1 ſettled, 
Queen Elizabeth was ſolicited by her Parliaments to 
change her Condition, and give the People Hopes 
of Poſterity to fill the Throne; which Propoſitions 
ſhe always heard with Indignation, and rejected the 
Offers of ſeveral Princes, who aſpir'd to her Bed; 

among whom her Brother-in-Law, King Philip, 


was the firſt and moſt conſiderable, who, foreſee- 
5 
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ing the Objection that might ariſe from ther being 
Siſter to his former Wife, offer'd to procure a Diſ⸗ 
penſation from the Pope: As a Conſent to this Pro- 
poſal would have been an Acknowledgment of the 


Authority which ſhe had abrogated; ſo it would 


alſo have confirm'd the Marriage of her F ather 
with his firſt Wife Queen Catharine, and made her 
own Mother's unlawful ; upon which this Propoſal 
was rejected, as well as all other Pretenſions: The 
Reaſons that might engage this Princeſs to lead a 
ſingle Life are uncertain ; ſome think, this Reſolu- 


tion proceeded from a boundleſs Thirſt: of Power, : 
of which ſhe could not find in her Heart to com- 


municate a Share even to a Partner of her Bed; o- 
thers ſay ſhe was conſcious of ſome natural Infir- 
mities, which incapacitated her for ſuch a State of 
Life: whatever the true Reaſon was, ſhe reign d 
with more Glory than with the greateſt Partner in 
the Empire of the Univerſe; and, had ſhe not 
ſtain'd her other Virtues by that infamous Conduct 
to the Queen of Scots, ſhe had gone to the Grave 
with the Character of being as Good and Juſt as 
ſhe was Wiſe, and Great ; but the Cruelty of her 
Father was a little too predominant in her Nature. 


TRR firſt Occaſion of drawing her Sword were 
the Troubles of Scotland; in which Affair the 
Meaſures ſhe took redouyded not ſo much to her 


Intereſt and Advantage, as they were deſtructive to 


her Honour and Conſcience. How far one Prince 


may aſſiſt the Rebels of another, in Time of actual 
War, 
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War, I leave to Civilians and Caſuiſts to decide; 
-but to raiſe and encourage Sedition among the Sub- 
jects of another Prince, with whom there 1s out- 
T2 ly a good Underſtanding, is certainly a Viola- 
tion of the Laws of Nations, and all that is Sacred 
between Man and Man: The Tumults in Scotland 
about Religion, ſo ſcandalous to the Reformation, 

gave an Opportunity to Queen Elizabeth to foment 
a Faction againſt the Queen of Scots, of whoſe Title 
to the Crown of England ſhe was ſo jealous ; for, if 
the Marriage between her Father and Anne of Bolen 
were not lawful, Mary of Scotland had undoubtedly 
a certain Right, to which ſhe inopportunely laid 
Claim upon her Marriage with Francis the Second, 
by quartering the Arms of England. Tho? this im- 
prudent Conduct in the Queen of Scots might juſtly 
irritate and diſguſt Elizabeth ; yet ſhe had Reaſon 
to be ſatify*d afterward, when, upon a Treaty be- 
tween them, the Scotch Queen renounced all Claim 
and Pretence to the Crown of England, during the 
Life of Queen Elizabeth: This was a greater Con- 
firmation of her Title, than if it had never been 
diſputed before; tho? at the ſame Time ſhe refus d 
to ratify the Treaty of Edinburgh, in which there 
were ſome Clauſes relating to the Subjects of Scot- 
land, in which Elizabeth, without any Jult Reaſon, 
would intermeddle. 


THz Queen of Scots, upon this Refuſal, was 
deny*d Leave to paſs through England to her own 


Kingdom ; but, what was more ungenerous than 
B b this 
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this Denial, a Fleet was ſent to intercept her in her 
Paſſage by Sea: But, notwithſtanding all the vi- 
gilance of the Engliſh, in a great Fog ſhe went by 
their Fleet undeſcry'd, and arrived fafely in Scot- 

land, where we cannot chuſe but pity this poor 
* Princeſs, who was now obliged to live among ſuch 
lamentable Creatures as the Scotch Fanaticks, after 
having been bred in the politeſt Court of the Uni- 
verſe : She had not been long at Home, when the 
Ambition of her baftard Brother the Earl of Mur. 
ray, on whom ſhe herſelf had conferr'd that Title, 
began by his Artifices to lay the Foundations of all 
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| N thoſe Evils which involv'd this poor Princeſs in great 1 
| | Troubles the reſt of her Life, and at laſt terminated | 
5 in her final Deſtruction; all which Misfortunes were 
| immediately owing to the unjuſt Politicks of Queen t 
1 Elizabeth, who always underhand, and ſometimes \ 
0 openly, abetted the Rebellion of Mary's Subjects, t 
T6 even when ſhe moſt pretended to be her Friend and \ 
if ſupport her Cauſe ; till at laſt ſhe had redue'd this n 
| unfortunate Queen to a Neceſſity of demanding that ec 
Protection, which ſhe had not the e to in 

give her. C 

| F. 

T rt Queen of Scots, after a Treatment in her ve 

own Country which fill'd the reft of Mankind with MW © 

Horror, thought ſhe could fly no-where ſo pro- na 

perly for Refuge, as to her Siſter of England, whom W to 

Honour, Conſcience, Good-nature, and Nearneſs the 

of Blood, oblig*d to protect her; but the unhappy de. 

Queen was miſtaken, ſhe had only now eſcap'd W to 


from 


from her own barbarous Subjects, to fall into more 
cruel and inhoſpitable Hands: The ill Uſage 
of this Princeſs in both Kingdoms muſt give the 

reſt of the World a ſtrange Idea of our Barbarity, it 
being impoſſible ſuch Beauty and Majeſty in Diſtreſs 
could want Protection in any Country, where the 
Mien were ſuſceptible of Love, Honour, or Pity. 


' MARY was no ſooner arriv'd in England, but 
ſhe ſent a Letter to Elizabeth, in which ſhe gave 
her an Account of her Circumſtances, and Sen d 
her Protection, deſiring at the ſame Time to be ad- 
' mitted to her Preſence, that ſhe might have an Op- 
portunity to clear herſelf from the ſlanderous Aſper- 
ſions, with which her Enemies had loaded her; of 
theſe the chief were Knox and Buchanan, the firſt of 
whom was a turbulent Preacher and mutinous En- 
thuſiaſt ; the other would have been the greateſt 
Writer among the Moderns, if his Sincerity, the 
moſt neceſſary Quality in an Hiſtoriap, had been 
equal to his Genius and Capacity; but notwithſtand- 
ing he had ſo much endeavour'd to blacken the 
Character of his Miſtreſs, by the moſt impudent 
Falſhoods that Diſingenuity and Malice could in- 
vent, when he came to die, which is a Time, if 
ever, one may venture to believe even a Scotch Fa- 
natick, he recanted all that he had ſaid derogatory 
tothe Honour of that injur*d Queen. This Requeſt, 
tho' ſo very reaſonable, Elizabeth thought fit to 
deny; but the true Reaſon was, the Envy ſhe bore 
to the Beauty of Mary, to whom ſhe was unwilling 
B35 2 - 0 
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to be a Foil by being ſeen at the ſame Time; the 


Deſire of being admired, as it is the moſt common 
Paſſion in the fair Sex, ſo it was the moſt deeply = 
rooted in Elizabeth, which Vanity was ſupported 

by the Inſincerity of her Looking-glaſſes; but, not- 


withſtanding the good Opinion which Elizabeth 
had of herſelf, the Queen of Scots was too inconte- 
ſtable a Rival for ſuch a Diſpute, being as much 
above her in the Empire of Beauty, as below her 
in that of Fortune : To theſe Charms of her Perſon, 
and the natural Vivacity of her Wit, ſhe had added 
the Ornaments of Letters, a great Knowledge in 


Books and foreign Languages, being Miftreſs not 


only of the Living, but the Dead; with all other 


Qualifications, not only uncommon to her Sex, but 


even admir'd in Men, who make thoſe Accompliſh- 
ments their only Buſineſs. 


Trzse diſtinguiſhing Charms were none of the 
leaſt Cauſes of Mary's Misfortunes, by firſt making 


ill Blood in the Heart of Elizabeth towards her: 


In Confirmation of this Opinion, Melvil tells a Story 
that is not a little ridiculous, That, being aſk*d by 
the Queen how her Siſter of Scotland danc*d, he 
reply'd, except your Majeſty, the beſt in the 
World ; which ſhe taking only for a Compliment 
to herſelf, ſnew'd a viſible Change in the Air of 
her Countenance, and immediately retir*d into her 
Cloſet, and, as he ſays, wept two Hours; how 
he came to be acquainted with that Secret, I cannot 


inform the Reader : By this we may ſee how liable 
we 
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we are to be miſtaken, when we ths of Cauſes 
and Effects by the outward Appearance of Things; 
whereas, could we dive into the ſecret Receſſes of 
Man's Mind, we ſhould find ſome of our moſt hid- 
den and ridiculous Paſſions give Birth to the moſt 
important Events, and govern the World. 


TH x Queen of Scots, unable to get Admittance, 
now plainly ſaw what ſhe muſt expect at the Hands 
of a cunning and jealous Woman, who had given 
her civil Invitations, and ſo many Promiſes of Pro- 
tection, only to draw her within her Power: But, 
tho* the World was generally ſo abandoned ar 
this Time, there were ſome few of the Engliſb 
who had Compaſſion for diſtreſs'd Innocence, among 
the Nobility, the chief were the Duke of Norfolk, 
one of the moſt conſiderable Subjects of Europe at 
this Time, the Earl of Suſſex, and Leiceſter himſelf, 
who, tho' one of the worit of Men, pretended at 
leaſt to be aſhamed of this infamous Conduct; but 
the Generoſity of the Duke had the more fatal Con- 
ſequences on the Life and Fortune of that worthy 
Nobleman, who, impos'd on by the Craft and Cun- 
ning of Leiceſter, was drawn into a Deſign of Mar- 
riage with the Queen of Scots. Murray himſelf had 
hit propoſed this Match to the Duke, with a De- 
fizn to finiſh the Ruin of the Queen his Miſtreſs with 
Elizabeth, whoſe jealous Nature he knew would en- 
tertain the laſt Apprehenſion of ſuch an Alliance 


this Amour was carried on by ſecret Intrigues and 


ſeyeral Love-Letters to Queen Mary, all which 
were 


e 
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Hands 


were conſtantly intercepted, and came to the 
of Queen Elizabeth. 22 


of Love and Ambition to purſue this Match with 


ſome Warmth and Earneſtneſs; however, he never 


deſign'd to accompliſh that Affair without the 


Queen's Knowledge, and Leave firſt obtain'd; in 
order to which he defir'd Leicefter to procure her 


Conſent, which he promis'd to do, tho' he never de- 
ſign'd to ſerve the Duke; for he daily deceiv'd him, 


by pretending a Want of Opportunity; upon which 


the Duke of Norfolk reſolv'd to ſpeak himſeif, but 
was prevented by the freſh Aſſurances that Leiceſter 
gave him of performing his Promiſes immediately : 
But Leiceſter, inſtead of managing this Affair with 
Sincerity, when he ſaw a proper Juncture of ill Cir- 


cumſtances for the Duke, finiſh'd his Ruin; for ob- 


ſerving the Queen grow daily more jealous of the 
Duke's deſign'd Marriage, which was no Secret to 
her, and at the ſame Time alarm'd with the Noiſe 
of a Rebellion in the North, he thought this the 


moſt proper Time to make his villainous Deſigns 
ſucceed, when the Queen's Fears thus heighten'd 
made her the more ſuſceptible of any Impreſſions : 


To this Purpoſe the perfidious Leiceſter counterfeits 
himſelf ſick, and pretends to be in the laſt Danger 3 
upon which the Queen, who had always a great Af- 


lection for him, came to make him a Viſit ; when 


being alone together, Leicefter, after ſeveral Gri- 
maces, and counterfeited Sighs, on Pretence of diſ⸗ 


charging 


Tx0' the Duke might be hurried by his Paſſions 
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charging his Conſcience, ſets forth the dangerous 

Confequences of this Amour between the Duke of 
Norfolk and the Queen of Scots; not letting Eliza- 
beth know, that he had been commiſſioned by the 
Duke to aſk her Conſent ; but made as if this Diſ- 
covery had merely proceeded from a Senſe of her 
Danger, and his- own Compunction and Penitence. | 


Tris Trick had its defign'd Succeſs ; Eliza- 
beth, with all the Fear and Jealouſy of her Sex, 
ſwallows the Bait, and ſends the Duke to the Tower; 
ſoon after which he was condemn'd and executed: 
This Thomas Howard Duke of Norfolk had the vaſt- 
eſt Demeſnes of any Subject ever in England, 
which gave him an Occaſion to ſay at his Trial, 
that his own private Patrimony was greater than 
the Revenues of the Crown of Scotland : All this 
vaſt Eſtate was given away among the hungry 


Courtiers, without Regard to the Innocence of his 
Children, 


TXr1s Example of Perfidy will give the World 
a Character of Leiceſter, who had all the Ambition 
and ill Principles of his Father Northumberland ;, he 
broke the Neck of his Wife down Stairs to make 
Room in his Bed, when he ſhould have the Hap- 
pineſs to accompliſh his Deſigns on Queen Eliza- 
beth, the Hopes of which made him obſtruct the 
Match, underhand, which Elizabeth had propoſed 
between the Queen of Scots and himſelf, who pre- 
terr'd the happy Grandeur of his own plain Miſ- 


ſtreſs, 
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ftreſs, to the unfortunate Beauty of the moſt charm- 


ing Woman then alive: But Leiceſter was not alone. 
in this Court, which had the moſt wicked Mini- 


ſtry that ever was known in any Reign. 


|  ArrTe R this 3 Elizabeth beg to 8 | 
ciſe great Severity on the Engliſh Roman. Catho- 
licks, to which ſhe was inſtigated by Leiceſter, 


Wal ſingbam, and others, who, having already taſted 


the Sweetneſs of Confiſcations, deſign'd to make 
that Party deſperate by ill Uſage, in ' Hopes they 
would rebel and forfeit their Eſtates; but, when 
Truth enough could not be found againſt them, | 


Walſingbam, by counterfeit Letters, and Confeſſi- 
ons extorted by the Pains and Terrors of the Rack, 


tumultuated the People with chimerical Dangers, | 
only to prepare them for the intended Murder of 


the Queen of Scotland, in whoſe Behalf the Remon- 
ſtrances from the ſeveral Courts of Europe, join'd 
to the Condeſcenſions of this poor Princeſs, who 
offered to ſign a Charte blanche, and ratify whatever 
ſhould be demanded, were all to no Purpoſe; nor 
was there indeed any juſt Ground to hope for her 
Liberty, after the Meaſures that Queen Elizabeth 
| had lately taken, by which ſhe convinc'd the World 
of her ill Intentions to Mary, by ſuppreſſing the 
ſmall Remnant of a Party who adhered to her in 
Scotland; for ſhe aſſiſted Morton with Men and 
Cannon in the Reduction of Edinburgh Caſtle, 
which was defended by ſome gallant. Men, who, 


in ſo general a Corruption, retain'd a Senſe of their 
Honour 
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Honour and Duty: Theſe brave Men, campell d 
to ſurrender, were - ſacrificed to the Revenge of 
Morton, who was: made Regent by the Intereſt and 
Power of - Elizabeth, notwithſtanding the whole 
World knew how great a Hand that N ableman had 
in the Aſſaſſination of the late King: Nor was ſhe 
leſs concern d to ſave his Life, when by the divine 
Juſtice he was afterwards brought to condigu Pu- 
niſhment for that horrid Murder, which he own'd 


at his Death; the forward Appearance of Elizabeth, 


in Behalf of a Man condemned for ſo flagitious a 
Crime, gave her Enemies an Occaſion to affirm, that 
ſhe was not unacquainted with the Deſign of that 
Murder: But, however, ſhe. made herſelf a Party, 
and contracted a Share of che Guilt, in ſupporting 
the known Aſſaſſines to the very laſt; but we ſhall 
have the leſs Reaſon by and by to wonder at any 
Thing ſhe did to Darnley, when we ſee what an 
Outrage will be committed on the Perſon of his 
unfortunate Widow, whole : ee nowW a 
French Men 


TRE Emig and eee * Walfingham, 
who was the moſt deeply dipped in the Blood of 
this Princeſs, had inveigled ſeveral Catholicks and 


others into a Deſign of reſcuing the Queen of Scots 


by Force of Arms; for this Habington and others 
were executed : The People frighted, and alarm'd 
with this Confpiracy, they thought it a proper Time 
to bring on the Tragedy, which they had been ſo 


long preparing; at firſt they were at a Loſs on what 
| CE Statute 


*' we. 
— 
. 
— — — —U— — 
5 
— 9 


* 1 o _ ” 
— ̃ e . eee tbe CE 
— 8 _ — Wy, 1 $1. ona rg > 


66 


194 A SHORT VIEW, '&c. 


- Statute to indite her: That of the 25th of Edward 
the Third not laying hold on her Caſe, they reſolve 
to proceed on a Statute made in this Reign, ſome 
Time before, for this very Purpoſe; but the Queen 
of Scots, aſſerting her Soveraiguty and Indepen- 
dance, refus'd to acknowledge the Authority of any 
earthly Court, till threaten'd to be condemn'd for 
Contumacy. After having in vain requeſted to be 
heard before the Queen in Parliament, ſhe ſubmitted 
to her Trial, at which Time ſhe confeſs'd, That, 
through Deſpair of her Liberty, ſhe had endeavour d 
to make her Eſcape, in which ſhe thought herſelf juſti- | 

fied by the Laws of Nature and Self. preſervation; but, | 
as to any Deſign againſt the Perſon or Authority of | 
the Queen, with the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations ah de- | 
clared her Innocence. Nevertheleſs the barbarous 
Delegates, forme Time after, proceeded to the infa- 
mous Sentence ; and, that the whole Nation might | 
ſhare the Guilt, it was contrived afterward, that the 

Parliament ſhould follicit the Queen of Scots Death, 
which Elizabeth was to deny ſeveral Times, till at | 
laſt ſhe ſhould ſeem to comply, as if tir'd with the | 

repeated Remonſtrances of her People: The Houſe | 

of Lords particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves m | 
this Affair by an Addreſs againſt the Queen of Scots, | 
worded in a very ridiculous Cant, ſetting forth the 

Judgments of God on Saul, for ſparing the Life of 

Agag, and on Ahab for Benbadad; thus were the | 

Scriptures perverted to deſtroy an innocent Wo- 

man : This odd Petition, much fitter for Fanatick | 

Tub- preachers, than Cavaliers and Men of Ho- 

nour, 


nour, aſh give us a dene Idea oft the; Nau 
at this Time. 


Now follow'd the ſecond AR of Hyman in 
Queen Elizabeth, through a Shame to juſtify what 
ſhe had ſo little Conſcience as to command : The 
Queen of Scots muſt be executed without her Know- 
ledge ; but the Perſon mult be very ignorant of the 
World, who could be impos'd on by ſuch a Shift; 
every-body, who is acquainted with the Govern- 
ment and Conſtitutions of England, knows that the 
Privy-Council, and the Miniſters of the Law, durſt 
not proceed in any Affair of that Nature, eſpecially 
in ſo unprecedented a Caſe, without the Authority 
of the ſoveraign Power; but, ſuppoſing a Poſſibility 
of that extraordinary Conduct in the Privy-Council, 
it is unconceivable that no-body in the mean while 
ſhould acquaint the Queen with what was tranſact- 
ed, who had Time enough to have countermanded 
the Order for the Execution, if ſhe had inclin'd to 
Mercy; however Daviſon the Secretary, to blind 
the World, as if he had acted on his own Head, 
was ſentenc*d in the Star- Chamber to pay 10000 J. 
Fine, and to ſuffer Impriſonment, during the 
Queen's Pleaſure ; but underhand the Fine was re- 
mitted, and he privately rewarded ; tho* at his 
Trial he made it appear in his own Defence, not- 
withſtanding he was as tender as he could of the 
Queen's Foce that he had acted nothing in 
this Affair, but for what he had plain Inſinuations 
of her Pleaſure, tho? not poſitive and direct Com- 

Ce mands; 


mands; ſo that the whole Juggle is plain by Davi- 
ſow s own Vindication, who was brought into the : 
Office merely to n has Torn. 


Tos: 18 5 3 e, tha ja he had 
no more Conſcience than the reſt, was a Man of 
better Senſe, came to the Queen, and conjur'd her 
not to commit ſo infamous an Action, which would 
ſtrike at herfelf, and affront the common Majeſty of 
crown'd Heads; upon which the Queen aſk'd him, 
I hat ſhe ſhould do in this Caje ? Send an Apothecary 
Madam, (reply*'d Leiceſter) and not an Hangman; 
if ſhe muſt die, let it be done with Decency. Prudence 
would certainly have rather follow'd this Advice ; 
for, if ſhe had Authority to put her to Death, the 
Manner, as to the conſcientious Part, was a Thing 
indifferent; this would have prevented the ill Con- | 
ſequences of ſo dangerous a Precedent, which as 
England only could give, ſo the horrid Example 
could be follow *d in no other Countty beyond the 
Bounds of our unfortunate Iſland ; for, when it was 
debated among the Regicides, what they ſhould do 
with the Perſon of this Queen's Grandſon Charles 
the Firſt, Harry Martin propos'd to ſerve him as 
they had done his Scotch Grandmother before. 


TE Manner 1 this Queen's Death, her Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God, her Greatneſs of Spi- 
rit, which ſeem'd ſupported by ſome other Power, 
than the common Aſſiſtance of natural Courage, | 
have recommended her Natne to the Veneration of 

future 
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future Ages, and cover d the Authors of this barba- 


rous Cruelty with indelible Infamy and Reproach; 


the Perſons, who were commiſſion'd to ſee the 


Execution perform'd, were the Earls of Shrewſbury, 
Kent, Derby, and Cumberland, one * of whom had 


ſo diveſted himſelf of common Humanity, as to 


toſs up his Cap, and huzza, at the Cutting off the 
moſt charming Head that ever wore a Crown: But 
this was not the only Circumſtance of Barbarity 
ſhewn to this Princeſs; they would not permit her 
Women to take care of her Body when the Blow was 


given, which would have prevented ſome Indecen- 


cies that happened, and would have hindered the 


Hangman from telling the World the Colour of 
her Garters; nor was this all, they carried their 
Cruelty to ſuch a Degree, as to deny her the Aſſi- 
ſtance of her Ghoſtly Father in her laſt Agony, a 
Favour not refus'd by Chriſtian Charity to the moſt 
common Malefactor; they reſolv*d to be all of a 


Piece, and ſhew no more Mercy to her Soul than 


Body. 


SUCH was the deplorable Fate of Mary, Sove- 
raign Queen of Scotland, and Dowager of France, 
in a Country, whither ſhe was invited by the moſt 
ſolemn Aſſurances of Protection, Honour, and Safe- 
ty; all which were violated, firſt by an Impriſon- 
ment of nineteen Years,. and afterwards by an infa- 
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mous Death : This unparallel'd Action juſtly fill 
with Horror and Reſentment all the other Princes 
in Europe, who had in vain ſollicited her Cauſe. 


IN the mean while Elizabeth, conſcious of the 
Obloquy ſhe had contracted by this Cruelty, preten- 
ded to reſign herſelf to Horror and Contrition; 
ſhe drove her Counſellors from her Preſence, and 
ſeem'd inconſolable, by abſtaining from Meat and 
Light, for a Time; ſhe wrote a Letter to the King 
of Scots to excuſe the Death of his Mother, by lay- 
ing the Blame on her Miniſters, who, ſhe pretend- 
ed, had acted in this Affair without her Know- 
ledge : James the Sixth at firſt would not ſee the 
Meſſenger, and ſeem'd full of Reſentment for this 
Indignity offer'd to himſelf in the Perſon of his 
Mother ; however by Degrees he mollify*d, and at 
laſt contracted a firm Friendſhip with her by an | 
Eaſineſs and Good-nature, which have been ſo fa- 
tally hereditary to his Family. f 


Bur notwithſtanding a great deal of this pretend- 
ed Sorrow was nothing but Grimace and Hypo- 
criſy, it is certain, that upon cooler Thoughts 
Elizabeth felt great Remorſe of Conſcience for this 
Cruelty, inſomuch that ſhe never afterward enjoy'd 
the ſame Quiet of Mind as before, being ſenſible 
how much her Reputation ſuffer'd on this Ac- 
count. 


Tu Pretence of revenging this univerſal Af. 
front 


RX 


front gave a Colour to the Spaniard in his deſign' d 
Invaſion of England, which Attempt happen'd ſoon 


' Preparations, in which three Years were conſum'd, 
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after, in the wonderful Year 88. When we con- 
ſider this ſtupendous Deſign, the Vaſtneſs of the 


the Greatneſs of the Armament, both as to Num- 


ber and Largeneſs of the Ships, on which 19000 
Landmen were imbark'd, with all manner of war- 
like Proviſions proper for ſuch an Expedition, 
which was ſupported by the Purſe and Puiſſance 
of the greateſt Monarch at this Time in the Uni- 
verſe ; we cannot ſufficiently adore the divine Good- 


neſs in fruſtrating this Attempt, and reſcuing our 


Anceſtors from the Hands of the worſt Maſters, 
and moſt cruel People under the Sun ; for, if the 
Prince of Parma, Governor of the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands, had once made a Deſcent with 50000 
Veteran Troops join'd to the 19000 Spaniards on 
Board, the Fate of England in probability had been 
decided, and we at this Day a Province to Spain, 
notwithſtanding any. Defence thar could be made 
by the raw Militia encamp'd at Tilbury; for it is 
an Obſervation worthy to be remark*d, that, not- 
withſtanding the Inhabitants of this Iſland have in 
all Ages been brave in their Perſons, and tenaci- 
ous of their Liberty to the laſt Extremity, however, 


by an unaccountable Fatality, this Country has al- 


ways been ſubdu'd by every Nation, who once ſet 
Foot on Shoar with a form'd Deſign of Conqueſt; 
witneſs the ſucceſsful Invaſions firſt of Romans, 


then Saxons, then Danes, and laſtly Normans. _ 
THE 
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Tz HE Defeat of chis vaſt mba FR the 
Engliſb into as much Reputation, as the; Spaniard 
into Contempt, whoſe ill Succeſs in this Expedition 

gave the firſt Blow to that over-grown Monarchy, 
whoſe boundleſs Ambition, ſupported by ſo great 
Power, was juſtly grown formidable to ah reſt of 
their — 
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Succeſs, purſu'd her good Fortune, and, not content- 
ed to repel her Enemies, follow'd them to their own 
Doors, and carried the Terror of her Arms to Spain 
itſelf, where ſhe ſhew'd that Nation a more ſucceſs- 
ful Way of Invaſion, by taking Cadiz with a Fleet 
and Army, under the Command of the Earl of 
Eſſex, who ſucceeded Leicefter in her Favour, and 
was thought to lie the deepeſt in her Heart of any 
Minion: This young Nobleman, beautiful and 
brave in his Perſon, elated by the Favour of his 
Miſtreſs, could endure, thro' an Inſolence and 
Fierceneſs in his Temper, no Rivals in Power and 
Authority ; this made him, by fomenting a Sedi- 
tion, and all the Arts of Popularity, endeavour to 
remove his Enemies Raleigh and Cecil, who were 
of the contrary Faction to his Intereſt : For this 
Behaviour being chaſtis*d-by the Queen, he grew ſo 
impatient, and deſperate, as to fly into open Rebel- 
lion; for which Crime he was at laſt put to Death, | 
after a great Struggle and Reluctance in the Brealt | 


of the . WhO could hardly conſent to the 
| Death | 
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Death of a Perſon for whom oncè ſhe had ſo tender 
an Affection. The Death of this great Fayourite 
diſturb'd the laſt Scenes of her Life, and flung her 
into a ſettled and habitual Melancholy, in which ſhe 
died after a long, glorious, and proſperous Reign, 
which would have been more ſhining in Story, if 
ber Stars had not made her Contemporary with the | 
Queen of Scots. On her Death-bed ſhe gave Or- 
ders that no one ſhould ſee or touch her Body, ex- 
Y cept one particular Lady, whom ſhe appointed to 
lay her out; this confirms the Opinion of thoſe who 
believe it was the Conſcience of ſome natural De- 
fect that made her averſe to Marriage. The Death 
of this great Princeſs put an End to the Name of 
Tudor, and made Way for the moſt virtuous Race 
that ever ſat on the Throne of England. 


SECTION 
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N the Death of Queen Elizabeth, 


1 
[ * 
282 


who, being deſcended from Marga- 


Seventh, united in his Perſon all the ſeveral Preten- 


ces to the Crown of England that could be derived 


from the reſpective Races of Kings that ever had the 
Government of this Iſland; ſo that the Britiſb, Sax- 


on, Daniſh, and Norman Blood, thus center' d in the 


Veins of this King, gave the Family of Stuart a 


James the Sixth of Scotland ſucceeded, 
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clearer Title to the Crown than any Soveraign 


Houſe in Europe can boaſt. 


LUron the firſt News of Elizabeth's Death, 
5 | 'Fames, | 
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James, who could hardly believe his good Fortune, 
by eaſy Journies came to London, leaving the bar- 
ren Heaths and Mountains of the North, for a more 
ſouthern, fruitful, and opulent Kingdom; this Uni- 


on of the two Crowns did not add more to the 


Fortune of the King, by an Increaſe of Riches, 
Grandeur, and Power, than to the mutual Happi- 
neſs of both People, who, from hereditary and al- 

moſt implacable Enemies, were made F riends, and 
Fellow- Subjects, 


T x x Advantages, with which this Prince came to 
the Crown, were ſo very great, as to give him an Op- 


portunity of eſtabliſhing not only his own, but the 
Safety and Quiet of his Succeſſors, if he had fol- 


low'd the prudent Conduct of his Predeceſſor Eli- 


zabeth in cruſhing, by a neceſſary Severity, a cer- 
tain Faction of Men, then call'd Puritans, whoſe 
Principles are inconſiſtent with Monarchical Govern- 


ment: Theſe Men had no ſooner erected their ve- 


nomous Heads, in the Reign of that Princeſs, but 
they were opportunely ſuppreſs*d by the Vigilance 
of the Government, in enacting Penal Laws, which 
were put in Execution with all the Rigour that their 
flagitious Principles deſerv*d ; to this wiſe Conduct 
is chiefly owing the Quiet of ſo long and proſpe- 


rous a Reign; but James, with a Lenity ſo inſepa- 


rable from his Family, was willing to ſhew himſelf 
the common Father of all his Subs cd and, tho? he 
did not much encourage, however, by not puniſh- 
ing with Severity, he gave the F action Opportu- 

D d 2 nity 
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nity to increaſe | in as and diffuſe their 
Poiſon. 


however, the ill Conſequences were deferr'd to di- 


the more wonderful in a Prince, who had fo dear- 
ly to his Coft experienc'd the Principles of theſe 
Men in his own Country, where he had been trea- 
ted with ſo much Diſreſpect by his Preſbyterian 
Subjects, beſides the horrid Uſage of his Mother, 
whom they forc'd into Exile, after having loaded 
her with ſo many Indignities at Home: But the 
Truth is, there is ſome Difference between the 
Engliſh and Scots of this Perſuaſion, who, happen- 

ing by their natural Temper to be more violent in 


worſe Men, as they are better Preſbyterians, 


I T was not long before theſe ill Principles ap- 
pear d, by the Diſcovery of a Plot, which, tho? 
originally Puritan, conſiſted of ſo many ſeveral 
Sorts of Men, as made the World wonder how ſuch 
different Intereſts could join in any one common 
Deſign ; for in this motley Conſpiracy were Papiſts, 
Church-men, and Puritans, who all. agreed to over- 
throw the Government, before they knew what to 
erect in the Stead ; for this Plot were condemn'd 
the Lord Cobham, his Brother the Lord Grey of 
Wilton, Sir Griff:h Mur ham, two Prieſts, and the 
famous 


Tuo this fatal Neglect had not ſuch an imme- 
diate Influence on the Happineſs of his own Reign, 


ſturb the Peace of his Son's: This Tenderneſs was 


their Paſſions, are in this Point only ſo much the 
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famous Sir Valter Raleigh, who was more lamen- 
ted than all the reſl: This great Man, in the Time 
of Queen Elizabeth, was of that Faction in her 
Court, who, devoted to the Houſe of Suffolk, were 
Enemies to the Scotch Intereſt ; this made him be 
diſcountenanc'd by King Fames, upon which, 
through Diſcontent, he engag'd' in this raſh Conſpi- 
racy ; the two Prieſts and the Lord Cobbam's Bro- 
ther were executed; all the reſt, tho* condemn'd, 
were ſaved by the Clemency of this Prince, by 
which he gave his People a Specimen of that Ten- 
derneſs of Blood which has run through all the Race 
of the Stuarts; it being a Remark worthy ' Obſer- 
vation, that there was more Blood ſhed in almoſt 
any one Reign of the Tudors, than all the four 

Stuarts put together, when we have excepted thoſe 
who were murder*d by the pretended Parliaments 
in the Time of the Civil Wars, as alſo a great many 
innocent Perſons who ſuffer'd in the Popiſh Plot, 
againſt the Conſcience and Inclination of the Prince 
then reigning, which muſt therefore not be accoun- 
ted any Acts of the Crown; but, notwithſtanding 
the uſua] Clemency of James, he was prevail'd on 
by the Artifices of Gondamour to put the gallant 
Raleigh to Death fifteen Years afterwards upon the 
old Sentence, whoſe Force, in the Opinion of Law- 
yers, was deſtroy*d, by his having a Commiſſion in 
the mean Time that gave him Power over the Lives 
of others, and conſequently made him Maſter of 
his own: This Action was therefore inexcuſable, 
and reſulted more from Want of Courage in this 

Prince 
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Prince than his Cruelty, being not more unjuſt than 
mean-ſpirited, and the greateſt Blemiſh of his 
Reign, except the ill Treatment afterward of the 


great Lord Bacon, who, being one of the firſt Re- 


ſtorers of Philoſophy and other Sciences, next after 
Sir Thomas Moore, made his Country known to the 
learned World abroad: This illuſtrious Perſon, ha- 
ving paſs' d all the Degrees of his Profeſſion to the 
Dignity of Lord Chancellor, and a Peer of the 
Realm, was attack*d with ſo much Fury by a Facti- 
on at Court, that no Innocence or Merit could pro- 
tect him from undergoing an infamous Sentence, 
Fine, and Impriſonment during Pleaſure, . being 
charg'd with the Faults of his Servants, for whom 
he was not anſwerable: As to his own Part, he was 


only affected with receiving a Sett of Gold Buttons, 


in Value not above 30 J. too ſmall a Bribe to cor- 
rupt a Man, who either had ſo great a Contempt 
for Money, or ſo little knew the Uſe of it, that he 
would careleſsly leave Sums of Gold untold on 


his Table, to be plunder'd by his meaneſt Domeſ- 


ticks: But this was not all; this great Man was 
ſuffer'd to ſtarve for Want of Bread in his own 
Country, to whom he had done ſo much Honour; 
the Reſentment of which Cruelty made a learned 
Foreigner call him at the ſame Time the Glory and 
Infamy of the Engliſh Nation, 


Nor long after, broke out a Conſpiracy of a | 
more horrid and dangerous Nature, being the moſt 1 


* Treaſon that ever was harbour'd in the 


Breaſts 


* 7 — > -- ö : - 
rl 4 3 , 7 ” - a 5 f 484 2 5 
1 ; ? > Bo} if} © 15 20 
L oF * 1 8 a. 4 us . 8 . 2 7 - 2 


Breaſts of Men; this impious Deſign gave the 
greateſt Blow to the Catholick Intereſt in England, 
by rendering that Religion ſo odious to the People : 
The common Opinion concerning the Diſcovery of 
this Plot, by a Letter to the Lord Monteagle, has 
not been univerſally allow*d to be the real Truth of 
this Matter; for ſome have affirm'd, that this De- 
ſign was firſt hammer'd in the Forge of Cecil, who 
intended to have produc'd this Plot in the Time of 


Queen Elizabeth ; but, prevented by her Death, he 


reſum'd his Project in this Reign, with a Deſign to 
have ſo enrag' d the Nation as to have expelled all 
Roman Catholicks, and confiſcated their Eſtates ; 
to this End, by his ſecret Emiſſaries, he entic'd 
ſome hot-headed Men of that Perſuaſion, who, 
ignorant whence the Deſign firſt came, heartily en- 


gag' d in this execrable Powder-Treaſon ; tho' this 


Account ſhould not be true, it is certain that the 
Court of England had Notice of this Plot from 
France and Italy, long before the pretended Diſ- 
covery z upon which Cecil, who knew the whole 


Matter ſeveral Weeks before, fram'd that Letter 


to the Lord Monteagle, with a Deſign to make the 
Diſcovery ſeem the more miraculous, and at the 
ſame Time magnify the Judgment of the King, 
who by his deep Penetration was to have the Ho- 
nour of unravelling ſo ambiguous and dark a Rid- 


dle; this gave Occaſion to the Court Paraſites of 


this Time, to extol on all Occaſions the profound 
Wiſdom of this King, whom his Flatterers have 
call'd, the Solomon of England: But notwithſtand- 


ing 
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208 ASHORT VIEW, &c. 
ing this Prince had certainly good natural Parts, 
and more Erudition than is common to Perſons of 


his Rank; however, he ſeems to have rather Cun- 
ning, than what we generally call Wiſdom, the 


Tracks of which are not ſo very plain, either in his 


Conduct, Speeches, or Writings, to intitle him to 


Inſpiration : This Flattery ſo rais'd the Vanity of 
King Fames, as to make him manage a Diſpute in 
a Conference at Hampton-Court with the Puritan 


Divines, whoſe Arguments, tho* refutable by an 
ordinary Logician, would have been more efficaci- 


ouſly anſwer'd by the Penal Laws put duly in Exe- 
cution, than all his Majeſty's Royal Syllogiſms; 
but he was ſo negligent in this Matter, that he 


made Abbot, a Man ting'd with Puritaniſm, Arch- 


biſhop of Canterbury, who, by encouraging others 
of the ſame Principles, firſt undermin'd the Peace 


and Authority of that Church, of which he had the 


Honour to be the Head. 


T H E Reign of this Prince being a conſtant Se- 
ries of Tranquillity at Home, and Peace with our 
Neighbours Abroad, will furniſh us with leſs Mat- 
ter than turbulent and tempeſtuous Times; the 
whole Buſineſs of this Court was, the Intrigues 
of Favourites, and the Reſult of Eaſe and Luxury, 


| Maſks, Balls, and ſuch Diverſions, Entertainments 


of foreign Miniſters, and ſometimes their Maſters 
Chriſtiern of Denmark made no leſs than two Viſits 
to his Brother-in-law King James, beſides the 


| Pallgrave, who came, and in Perſon married the 


Princeſs 
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Pri dock Ekaazrrb, which Matck Hoya not a lit- 
tle unfortunate, by the fatal Ambitiofi of that Prince 
in unjuſtly aſpiting to the Crown of Bobemia, which 
Country he was not only forc*d to abaridoh, but 
loſt his 6wn Patrimony the Palatinate. King Jamer 
was a Man of too much Honour to ſupport this 
Injuſtice z however, he had ſo great a Condeth for 
his Daughter, and het Children, as to leave nothing 
untry'd that might reſtore them to their Juſt and he- 
reditary Poſſeſſions; but the Puritans, who now were 
grown ftronger, and began to be form'd into 4 
Party againſt the Government in Church and State, 
laid hold on this Occaſion to aſpetſe the King, and 
leſſen him in the Eſteem of the People, by inter- 
preting his Coldneſs in this Affair to proceed from 
his Diſaffection to the Proteſtant Intereſt, for which 
Reaſon he would not hearken to the Cries of his + 
Children; but James was not of the ſame Mind 
with theſe People, who meaſure Honour, and Con- 
ſcience, only by Intereſt, and think nothing unjuſt 
that is profitable: The Experience of this Prince 
ſew'd him how dangerous, as well as diſhonoura- 
ble, it is, for one King to ſupport the Rebellion of 
another's Subjects; that Practice in Queen Eliæa- 
beth had been already too fatal to his own Family, 
not to make him avoid the ſame Injuſticę to others; 
but, to ſhew the World how much the Reſtitution 
of the Palatinate was on his Spirit, this only Rea- 
lon, contrary to his Inclination, made him em- 
brace the Offer of the Spaniſh Match for his Son 
Prince Charles, which was then thought the only 
E e Means 
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Means to bring the Houſe of Auſtria to Reaſon ; ; 
and, that this might more ſpeedily and effectually be 
concluded, he condeſcended to ſend his only Son 
khither in Perſon; for this Action, in ſending the 
Heir of the Crown into Spain, King James was 
very. much cenſur*d, tho* without any Reaſon or 
- Juſtice, for the Prince return'd in Safety again | 
without a Spaniſh Wife: Soon after this, follow'd 
the Death of King James, occaſion'd by an Ague, 
tho' the Malice of ſome gave out that he was 
poiſon d; „ ON Opening the Body no Symptoms 
of Violence appear d; but, on the contrary, all the 
Signs of a natural Death. 


[ 1625. ] 
E are now come to a Reign which 
might have promis'd to all reaſonable 
$355 Men the higheſt Felicity imaginable ; 
== the Engliſb Nation at this Time ſaw a 
young Monarch aſcend the Throne adorn'd with 
every Virtue that Plato would have wiſh'd in 4 


King, or old Rome in a Dictator; ſuch was Charles 
the | 


CHARLES IL * 
the irt, whoſe Misfortunes are the more unaccoun- 
table, 1 in happening to a Prince Wh deſerv'd the 
higheſt Veneration of his Subjects, and to have 
been the happieſt of Mankind; for he had the 

moſt Virtues, and the feweſt F aults, of a any Engliſh” | | 

King ; nevertheleſs he has been unjuſtly cenſur*d by 7 

all Parties; but it is ſo difficult to pleaſe every one, 

that his Enemies have tax'd him with too much 

Obſtinacy, and his Friends with too little Reſolu- 

tion; however, we may affirm, that, excepting 

ſome falſe Steps, his Conſent to which, contrary 

to his own Opinion, was extorted by the Impor- 

tunity of his falſe Friends, who betray'd him, the 

four Cardinal Virtues never more conſpicuouſiy 

met in any one Perſon, whom Story has produc'd | 

on the Theatre of the World; his Juſtice was 
extended to all Mankind, and more to his Enemies 2 
than himſelf ; his Prudence made him bend with : | | 
the Storm to ſhun the Danger, by always yielding 

to the Violence of the Times, except when his 

Honour and Conſcience bad him be ſacrific'd; his 
Temperance the Diſingenuity of his Enemies never 

diſputed; and his Fortitude was eminently ſeen in 

his heroick Fents under his Sufferings. 


# 


H ow ſuch a Prince ſhould miſcarry, the Curio- | : 1 


, W ftyof the World will enquire: To find the Cauſe of 
| W ib: Misfortunes, we muſt firſt conſider the Cir- 
: W cumſtances in which he found himſelf upon his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, and, in the next Place, the 
Temper and Condition of the People he came to 
EE 2 govern z 


— 


* 
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govern ; his Father at his Death had left him un- 
der an Engagement to make War on the Houſe of 
Auſtria, for the Recovery of the Palatinate, to car- 
ry on which, there were not only no Subſidies yet 
granted, but an Exchequer exhauſted, and in Debt; . 
ſituous; "theſe Wants he laid before his firſt Par. 
liament, not only by his Chancellox's, as his Prede- 
ceflors were wont, but by his own Mouth from the 
Throne, in a Speech ſo, moving and patheti ck, as 
would have made Impreſſions « on apy Men w ho had 
the leaſt Concern for the Honour and Intereſt of 
their Prince and Country: But this Parliament had 
not that common Complaiſance, which is uſually 
ſhewn to new Kings, before they have given their 
Subjects any Cauſe of Diſguſt; they ſoon, by the 
Returns they made to this Speech, let him know 
that he ſhould have no Supply, but what he muſt 
purchaſe with his Prerogatiye z they ſtarted ima - 
ginary Grievances, and complain 'd of evil Coun- 
ſellors, the common Pretences of Sedition. The 
Cauſes of this Diſaffection and Brutality we are now 
to conſider: The Puritan Party bore a great Sway 
in the Houſe of Commons; I have mentioned theſe 
People in the foregoing Reigns, in which their 
Credit and Numbers were inconſiderable; but, to- 
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ward the latter End of King James, they were in- 
g creas'd in bath; and, having chang'd their com- 
ö mon Name, were divided into Independants, Ana- 
baptiſts, and Presbyterians; the laſt were the moſt 
11 conſiderable, but all join'd in an equal Averſion to 
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the . Chureh and png * ihe Preach» 

ers of theſe Perſuaſions, tho, in Compariſon with the 
Orthadax Clergy, very ignorant and illiterate, by 
a counterfeit Sanctity and Strictneſs of Life, had 
wonderfully infipuated themſelves into the Eſteem 

of the People; ſo that, by Degrees, not only the 
Vulgar, but moſt of the Tradeſmen in great Cities, 

many of the richer Gentry, and ſome few of the 
Nobility, began to be poiſon'd with their Fanatick 
Principles: Theſe Men let flip na Oecaſion of 
blackening the Church; they laid hold on every 
caſual Immorality in the meaner Clergy, te expaſe 
the whole Order to the Contempt of the People 
they preach'd up the Dectrine of the Sabbath, on- 
ly to make the King and Biſhops odigus, who, in 
Concurrence with the reſt of the Chriſtian World, 
Reform'd as well as Romiſh, had tolerated Sports on 


that Day after divine Service this Dactrine the, 


urg d with ſo much Vehemence, that they made 
it more criminal to violate the 7ewwsfp. Sanftity of 
this Day, tho” without any Ground from Reaſon, 
Scripture, or Authority of the Church, than to 
le with their Nieces and Siſters, of which Crimes 
ſome of the leading Saints were convicted; and, that 
they might run as far as. they could from Chriſti- 
anity, they almoſt fell into Fudai/m: Their chief 
Aim, in carrying this Doctrine to ſuch an Extrava- 
gance, was not only directed againſt the King, but 
to aſperſe and vilify Archbiſhop Laud. This illu- 
ſtrious Prelate, whoſe Name cannot be mention d 
wrkout the profound eſt Veneration by every true 
Son 


* 
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Son of the Orthodox Church, was the chief Object ; 
of their implacable Malice, only for endeavouring 
to maintain the Dignity of the Hierarchy, and re- 
pair, if I may uſe the Expreſſion, the' ſpiritual 
Dilapidations of his Puritan Predeceſſors, by intro- 
ducing Diſcipline, Order, and Decency, all which 
had been ſo ſcandalouſly neglected for ſome Time 
before; but his chief Crime was, endeavouring to. 
introduce a Liturgy in Scotland, conformable to 
that in England; this was never forgiven by thoſe 
furious Covenanters, who with an inveterate Rage 
purſu*d him to the Block: Nor was the Diſinge- 
nuity of his Enemies leſs than their Malice, for they 
charg'd him with being Popiſhly affected, notwith- 
ſtanding his noble Defence of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion againſt Fiſher the Jeſuit : However, in ſpite 
of Calumny and Detraction, the Wiſe and Good 
will ever reverence his Memory; and, as he was 
one of the greateſt Men the Reformation has pro- 
duc'd, always look on him as a ſingular Ornament. 
of that Church, for whoſe Altars be died a Mar- 
tyr. To theſe were join'd another Sort of Men, who 
were furious Enemies to all reveal'd Religion, but 
now aſſum'd a Cloak of Sanctity, that they might 
ſhare in the Plunder of the Monarchy and Church; 
theſe laſt were the true Anceſtors of ſome of our 
modern Whigs, who have juſt as much Conſcience. 
and Religion, as their Progenitors ; but the moſt 
conſiderable Men in this Faction were that Part of 
the Nobility and Gentry, who, being Men of Let- 


ters, had por'd ſo long in their Studies over muſty 
Books 
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Books 1 Politicks, as to fall in Love with a Com- 
mon- wealth; every one fancied: himſelf a Marius or 
Hlla, and long' d to be beating out one another's 
Brains with Stools and Benches, at every Election 
of a Magiſtrate: The firſt . of a Common- 
| wealth were put into their Heads by the late Exam- 
ple of the States of Holland, who, having about 
thirty Years -before revolted from their natural 
Prince the King of Spain, and form'd themſelves 
into a Republick, began to grow conſiderable in the 
World for Riches, Strength, and Power ; the Suc- 
ceſs of theſe Fiſhermen made our Republicans mad 
to follow the Meaſures of a People, who were de- 
ſtin'd to ruin our Trade by their Avarice, and our 
Morals by their Example: A Parliament conſiſting. 
of ſuch Men as theſe could not fail to uſe all Means 
of undermining a Government they were reſolv*d to 
ſubvert : The firſt Attack they made upon the 
King, was through the Sides of his Favourite the 
Duke of Buckingham : This Nobleman had been 
recommended to King James, not only by the 
Beauty of his Perſon, which made him an Orna- 
ment of the Court, but by the ſhining Qualities of 
his Mind; being magnificent in his Nature, gene- 
rous, affable, and perfectly well bred ; an Encou- 
rager of Merit even in his Enemies, and a Patron 
of Learning; but a little too fierce and haughty. 
Theſe great Qualifications of Courſe muſt rend 
him an Object of Envy and Hatred to Men, whole 
Principles were diametrically oppoſite, being little, 
mean. ſpirited, . ſplenetick F anaticks, whoſe 
Blood, 
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. - Blood, ſour'd with a falſe Spirit of Religion, made 
them Enemies to all Gallantry and Grandeur. Hers 


Trrs Parliament, having thus ſhew'd { dan- 
gerous a Diſaffection, were diſſolv'd by the Pru- 
dence of the King, tho they had given him no 
great Subſidy; this undutiful and factious Beha- 
viour oblig'd him, under ſuch great Preſſures, to 
take extraordinary Meaſures, but warranted by the 
frequent Examples of his Predeceffors on like Oc- 
caſions; the Cries and Clamour of his People in Be- 
Hhlaalf of the Proteſtant Religion, and not the Pique 
of the Duke of Buckingham, had engag d him, 
in Defence of the Rochellers, in an expenſive War, 
in which they had entangled him, on Purpoſe that 
he might become precarious, and he at their Mercy, 
who had not Generoſity to relieve his Neceſſities at 
a leſs Expence than the deareſt Jewels of his 
Crown, in lopping his Prerogative: This put him 
upon the Projects of Loans, Benevolences, and 
Ship- money, in which he was juſtify'd by nume- 
rous Precedents, and the Opinions of his Judges; 
but, ſuppoſing he was never ſo much in the Wrong 
as to this Matter, he ſoon made a ſufficient At- 
tonement, by a Renunciation of all ſuch Pretenſions 
for the Future, and obliging himſelf to do ſo no 
more; Repentance is all the Satisfaction we can 
11 make to Heaven for our Failings, and certainly 
11 ought to have contented Subjects. That it had been 
the Cuſtom of our Engliſb Kings to ſupport tkeir 


great Neceſſities by a voluntaty Contribution from 
| their 
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it is unneceſſary to ſpecify any particular Lnſtances./ 


Tre ſacceeding Parliament trod in the Stepd of. 


their Predeceſſors, whoſe Violence they imitated 
by a freſh Attack 1 upon the Duke. of Buckingham, 
againſt whom they were furniſhed with Matter by 


the Malice of my Lord of Briſtol, who, having been 
Ambaſſador at the ſame Time that the Prince and 


Duke were in Spain, upon a Miſunderſtanding be- 


tween them, conceiv d ſo mortal a Hatred againſt 


Buckingham, that he meditated nothing leſs than 
his Ruin: This Quarrel gave an Opportunity tothe 
Parliament of ſupporting the Earl's Accuſations with 
their own Impeachment, and brought the King ints 


the Quarrel, who being the beſt Judge of the Matter, 
ſupported Buckingham againſt Briſtol, between whom 


and the Duke there were murual Recriminations. 


SOME of the Articles againſt the Duke were 
falſe and groundleſs; others maliciouſly wreſted, 
as nothing is more eaſy than to give a Reverſe of 
any Action; and ſome Things, which were alledg'd 
as Crimes, the Generality of Mankind will call Vir- 
tues ; this Article was, That, making Uſe of the 
great Power he had with the King, he had advanc'd 
bis Kindred and Relations. How great a Crime 
this was, the Duke's own Anſwer will ſatisfy: 


That he believ*d be were rather worthy to be con- 


demn'd in the Opinion of all generous Men, if, being 
in ſuch Favour with his Prince, he had only minded 


bis own Advancement, and forgot thoſe whom the 
F tf . = 
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their Subjetts is paſt Diſpute; of this we alan ſuch 
frequent Examples all along in our Chronieles, that 
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Ties of Blood bad 2 particularly recommended 40% Bi 
Care. So unreaſonable are ſotne Men, as, for 
Want of Faults, to reproach _ N Virees: of 


* org e 


＋ HIS San itt. Hader; in . People, 
which increas'd every Day, oblig'd 1 this great, but 
unfortunate Prince, to frequent Diſſolutions of his 
Parliaments, in Hopes to heal theſe Diſtempers, to 
the Cure of which he contributed every Thing i in 
his Power; he granted the Petition of Right, and 
abridg'd his own legal Authority, merely to ob- 
lige his People, by ſuch convincing Teſtimonies 
of his Bounty and Goodneſs; but all in vain, there 
was no pleaſing a Sort of Men, who were refoly'd 
to quarrel with him, whether he would or no; this 
forc'd him to a Reſolution of having no more Par- 
liaments for a Time, in Hopes the ill Humours, 
which had fermented ſo long, would of themſelves 
ſubſide, when they ſhould no longer be ſtirr'd by 
Oppoſition : But this Prince was deſtin*d to have 
no Reſt from his Troubles; he had no ſooner put 
an End to the Seditions in England, by a Diſſolu- 
tion of the laſt Parliament, but he found new Tri- 
als of his Patience, by the factious Behaviour of his 
- Scotch Subjects: Theſe Seeds of Diſſenſion, if not 
ſow d at firſt, were improv'd and cultivated by the 
Artifices of Cardinal Richlieu, who conſtantly for 
ſeveral, Years had his Agents in Scotland, who kept 
open the Breach between the King and his People. 


Wh beſe horrid Fanaticks had oblig'd themſelves by 
a moſt 
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= moſt pm bees to deſtroy the eſtabliſn d 
Hierarchy, and introduce in the Stead their own 
wretched Diſcipline; but the King, who knew theit 
miſchievous Principles, was not inſenſible how ne- 
ceſſary it was to put a Stop to the growing Evil, 
which, if not check d, would have very fatal Con- 
| ſequences, not only on the Peace of the Church, but 
the Safety of the Crown, whoſe Intereſts ſeem'd fo 


interwoven, as mutually to ſupport each other: In 


order therefore to reduce his Scorch Subjects, he 
rais'd an Army in England; but by the Intereſt the 
Covenanters had here among their godly Brethren, 

and the Treachery of ſome Perſons in his own 
Court, he was hinder'd from chaſtiſipg thoſe Re- 
bels, when he had a ſuperior Force: A. timely 
Suppreſſion of theſe Scotch Vipers might in human 
Probability have prevented the Diffuſion of the 
Poiſon, and that unnatural Rebellion, which ſoon 

after broke out in England ; but it was the Fate of 
this Prince, and indeed his Family, to be always 
betray d, and eſpecially by thoſe who lay under 

the moſt indiſpenſable Obligations of Gratitude and 

Fidelity; for ſo abandon'd were the Villains of this 

Court, that ſome of his Bed-chamber-men made 

no Scruple to pick the King's Pockets when he 

was in Bed, and copy his Letters, which ny ſent 

to the Crime 


Tux Scots; having invaded England, oblig'd | 
the King to call a Parliament, he had try'd in the 
Tear 403 but, finding the Commons purſue the 

EAI | ſame 
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ſame ee he was forc'd to diſſolve them 
after a Seſſion of 22 Days: But now approach'd his 
Fate, for being oblig'd to call another, that unfor- 
tunate Parliament aſſembled in November, the ſame 
Year; theſe were the Men who, for 19 Years to- 
gether, except ſome Interruptions of their Power, 
domineer'd in a deſpotick Manner, and took away 
the Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates of their Fellow- 
Subjects, while, on Pretence of delivering them 
from imaginary Evils, they involv'd them in real. 
It is ſurpriſing to reflect how ſo inconſiderable a 
Part of the Nation, as the Republicans were at this 
Time, to which Number I confine thoſe who de- 
ſign' d to change the Government into a Common- | 
wealth, ſhould promiſe themſelves Succeſs in ſo | 
bold an Undertaking, as the Subyerſion of a Mo- 
narchy, almoſt as ancient as the Rocks of our 
Illand; for, tho? the leading Men, by their ſpecious 
Pretences, drew in vaſt Numbers to take their Part, 
however the Majority had no further View than to 
ſecure thoſe Liberties, which their factious Chiefs 
had made them believe were invaded. 
TEE firſt indirect Attack, made on the King 
by this Parliament, was through the Sides of my 
Lord Strafford, his chief Miniſter, who was a Gen- 
tleman of great Parts and Abilities, and firſt of that 
Party in former Parliaments, who being moderate 
Men were for redreſſing Grievances by calm, legal, 
and decent Methods, according to the Preſcription 
of the Laws, without a Violation of the Duty . 
ow. 
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d their Prince, or the publick Tranquility; but? 
ee a Diſcovery of the ill Deſigns of the Fanatick 
Party, he went over to the King's Side, charm'd 
with that Goodneſs, and Virtues, which' needed 
only be known to be reverenc'd: This Deſertion 
of the Cauſe was a Crime which theſe Men could ne- 
ver forgive; upon this Account they had "reſolv*d 
his Ruin, and in order to their Revenge exhibited 
numerous Articles againſt him, moſt of which he 
ſatisfactorily anſwer'd, and thoſe, which did ſeem to 
affect him, amounted to no more than Miſdemean- 
ors; but, when the Laws would not reach his Life, 
they reſolv'd to ſupply that Defect by the legiſla- 
tive Power, and ſo paſs d the infamous Bill of 
Attainder, of which they were leſs aſham'd than 
afraid, for they inſerted a Clauſe to prevent the Uſe 
of this Caſe as a Precedent for the Future, as if what 
was Juſtice to one, was not the ſame to the reſt of 
Mankind: The King long heſitated in paſſing this 

Bill, which was contrary to his Conſcience; till, 
attack'd on every Side by the Sollicitation of his falſe 
Friends, and the Clamours of the Rabble, he yield- 
ed at laſt to the Artifices of the perfidious Biſhop 
of Lincoln and others, who, trick'd both the King, 
and eh e into their mutual Ruin, YO 


Nor hie ever went fo near the Heart of 
Charles, as the Death of this Great Man, for which 
he afterwards teſtify*d ſo much Remorſe on the 
Scaffold; a happy Penitent, who had no other 
Crime to Charge on his Conſcience, but what was 


extorted 
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extorted from him by the Violence of a Rape on his 


ö R . eel 


ASH OR 


Inclinations but not long after, more fatally abus d 
by thoſe in whom he too much confided, he was 


advis'd to paſs that Act to make this Parliament un 


determinable, but at their own Pleaſure. To chis 
unhappy Step is to be aſcrib'd the ſubſequent 
Calamity of King and Kingdom: It is reported, 
that, the next Morning after the fatal Conſent given 
to that Bill, the Earl of Dorſet came cover'd into 
the King's Bed- chamber, and, when admoniſh'd 
to think were he was, anſwer d, Tbat there 4vas no 
King of England; which in Effect was true, the 


Power which ſhould defend the Throne being alie- 


nated and given into the Hands of Men, who made 
no other Uſe of this Power, n to e them- 
ors, their King, and TIE? 


\ F% 


TI HE . no . ſaw chemlelves SY 


ſters of their own Time, to ſit as long as they 


Pleas'd, but they pull'd off the Mask, and, by de- 


manding the Militia, which was Taking the King's 
Sword from his Side, convinc'd the World of their 
ill DeGgns:: The Power of the Militia was an inſe- | 


parable Right of the Crown, and could not be 
transferr d to other Hands, without che King's 


manifeſt Deſtruction; of this he was too ſenſible to 


grant ſo unreaſonable a Demand; but the Com- 
mons repeating their Violence, and inciting the 


Rabble in vaſt Numbers to inſult him at his Palace- 


Gate, oblig'd the King to retire with his Children 
o dene. ; after which, finding that no 


Condeſcenſions ; 


\ 
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Condeſtenſions could bring them to a Senſe of their 
Duty, he made a Progreſs into the North, which 
was more free from the Infection that: had ſpread 
| 1 South and midland Parts of the 
Kingdom, by being nearer to London, the very 
„ of Sedition: Upon this, the Parli- 
ament made actual War upon the King, by ſeizing 
his Town of Hull, to which Place they ſent Sir 
Joby Hot bum, who refus d the King Entrance, when 
he came to the Gates: Notwithſtanding this Act of 
Violence, which was actual Treaſon and Rebellion, 
theſe Men had the Aſſurance to tell the World that 
the King firſt made War upon them. This ſtrange 
Procedure deſtroy' d all Hopes of a Recanciliation $ 
alter ſuch an Indignity, the King found it inconſi- 
ſtent with his Honour, or the Duty of the Truſt 
repoſed in him, to treat with ſuch abandon'ꝰd Men, 
till they ſhould make him Reparation for this Af-- 
front; but, the Parliament perſiſting in their Mu- 
tiny, and thro? Conſcience of their Guilt beginning; 
to arm, the King found it neceſſary to accept the 
Offers which the Nobility, and Gentry, in the 
North made him, to guard and defend bis Perſon: 
After which, marching to Nottingbam, he erected 
his Standard, and ſummon'd his People according 
to the Obligations of their Allegiance to defend his 
Crown and Dignity, againſt his open and profeſs*d 
Enemies. Thus began the diſmal War of 4, 
which, by the juſt Judgment of God, ended at 
laſt in the Confuſion and Diſgrace of the firſt Con- 
triyers. Whoever will take the Pains to conſider: 
the 
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the Motives and Steps to this War, and imparti- 
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ally weigh the: Merits of the Cauſe on either Side, 
by readirigthe ſeveral Remonſtrances, Speec 


— both of King and eee 


certainly acknowledge that the King was only on 
the Defenſive Side; and that the Meaſures he took 


were no more than what were abſolutely neceſſary 
to defend his Perſon and Authority againſt the rude 
and unjuſtifiable Attacks of a popular Faction, who 


bad viſible Deſigns of ſubverting the eſtabliſh/d and 
ancient Government. The Nation thus divided 
into two Parties, Caviliers and Roundheads, the 
Church intirely, and the moſt virtuous Part of the 


Nobility and Gentry, ſided wich the King; with 


the Parliament the trading Part of the Nation gene 


rally, whoſe Principles were more eaſily corrupted, 


than thoſe of a more generous Education: The 
Officers of tlie Parliament Army, excepting ſome 
few Perſons of Quality, who at firſt engag' d, but 
ſoon repented, conſiſted chiefly in Soldiers of For- 
tune, ſome of whom, having been bred in the Ger- 
man Wars, came over upon theſe Diſſenſions at 


Home, and ſided with that Party who had the moſt 


Money to pay them, vithout entring much into 
the Merits of the Cauſe on either Side; the reſt were 
Bankrupts and broken Tradeſmen, whoſe deſpe- 
rate Circumſtances made a War neceſſary to mend 
their Fortunes in the Publick Ruin: That theſe 
People ſhould engage againſt the Crown is no 


Wonder; but what ſeems unaccountable 18, that 


and 


any of the Nobility, who all derive their Luſtre 


CHARLES :iL-<  -aes 
and Privileges from the Prince, ſhould not think 
themſelves oblig'd, as well by Intereſt as Duty, to 
ſupport the Crown, after whoſe Fall, they could 
not expect to ſtand themſelves; the T rot of which 
will appear by the Event. 
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v ARI ovs were the Succeſſes of this cruel War, 
in which ſeveral bloody Battles were fought with 
alternate Fortune: In the Beginning the King 
ſeem'd to have the Advantage, whoſe Troops, car- 
ried on by a Principle of Honour, moſt commonly 
routed the Enemy, till at laſt their Want of equal 
Courage was ſupply*'d by Enthuſiaſm, which made 
the Viſionaries fight more like Furies, than Men; 
nevertheleſs, the King had one Opportunity put in- 
to his Hands of making an End of the War, if his 
good Genius had inſpir'd him with Reſolution to 
lay hold on this favourable Occaſion; but, inſtead 
of marching to London with a victorious Army, 
here the Parliament had none to defend them, by 
a fatal Advice, whether maliciouſly or ignorantly 
given, is uncertain, he ſat down before Gloceſter, 
which Place, being vigorouſly defended, kept him 
ſo long in Play, till the Parliament, who before 
deſponded, had Time to recover their Conſternati- 
on, and raiſe a new Army, which turn'd the For- 
tune of the War: It is certain, that the Faction at 
this Time were under ſo great a Terror, that the 
Leading Men had conſulted their Safety, in having 
Veſſels ready to have tranſported them to France 
and Holland, in caſe the King had march'd directly 
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to London, where he had no inconſiderable Party 


to have join'd him; by this Conduct he would have 
unkenneld the Vermin at Weſtminſter, and ſo made 


himſelf Maſter of the factious City, whoſe inexhau- 


ſtible Riches were the chief . and Nouri. 
ment of _ Rebellion. 


AFTER this fatal Error, the King's Affairs 
daily declin*d, to which Turn of Fortune ſome Miſ- 
underſtandings among his own Party not a little 


"contributed : However, if the Scotch Covenanters 
had not come in to the Aſſiſtance of their Brethren, 


it is probable the King would have been able to 
have ſupported his Cauſe in England; but this new 
Army conſiſting of 20000 weigh'd down the Scale: 


This perfidious People, notwithſtanding they had 


engag*d themſelves upon the Concluſion of the laſt 


Peace, in which the King had granted all their | 


Deſires, never more to bear Arms againſt him, ne- 
vertheleſs broke all theſe ſolemn Proteſtations, and 


conſpir'd his Ruin in Concert with the Engliſh Par- 


liament; this conſiderable Addition made the Par- 


liament too ſtrong for the King long to oppoſe, ö 
who, after the fatal Battle of Næſeby, loſt all Hope | 


of Succeſs in his Affairs; this Defeat was the moſt 
conſiderable that happen'd in all the War, the King's 
Army being entirely routed, his Cannon, Bag- 
gage, and Ammunition taken; and, among other 


Spoils of the Field, his Cabinet of Letters were ſent | 


to the Parliament, who, now no longer reſtrain'd 


within =y Bounds of Reſpect i their Prince, 


vey | 
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baſely expos'd the Secrets of Man and Wife, by 
printing the Letters between the King and Queen; 
which illuſtrious Princeſs was worthy better Fortune 
than what ſhe found from the Hands of thoſe 
Brutes who, contrary to the Tenderneſs and Indul- 
gence of our Laws to the Fair Sex, voted her guil- 
ty of High-Treaſon, only for Obeying the Laws of 
God, Man, and Honour, in aſſiſting the King her 
Huſband ; which ill Treatment ſhe bore with a 
Greatneſs of Mind and Courage above her Sex, ſo 
as to convince the World that ſhe was worthy to be 
the Wife of Charles the Martyr, and Daughter to 
Henry the Great: This Example was enough to 
frighten foreign Princeſſes from venturing to match 
into a Country, where common Decency, and the 
Law of Nations, were ſo little obſerved. 


TRE King, upon this Run of ill Fortune, his 
Garriſons daily ſurrendering, quitted Oxford, which 
was the laſt conſiderable Place that held for him; 
and, thus deſtitute of Friends or Council, put him- 
ſelf into the Hands of the Scotch Army who lay be- 
fore Newark : Immediately upon this, the Parlia- 
ment of England ſent to demand his Perſon; this 
was at firſt deny*d by the Covenanters, who enter'd 
into a moſt ridiculous Diſpute, whoſe King he was 
moſt, tho* neither had ſhew'd themſelves his Sub- 
jects before; but at laſt for a Sum of Money they 
baſely deliver'd him to his mortal Enemies, not- 
withſtanding the Promiſes of Protection they had 


given him. 
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Tuvs was this unhappy Prince now a Prifonce 
to his own Subjects; who, how well they made 
good the ſpecious Pretences, when they firſt took 


Arms againſt him, have convinc'd the World: 


They then declar'd, that they fought for the Hon- 


our and Safety of the King, whom they pretended 


to reſcue from ill Hands, and make him a glorious 


Prince, which in one Reſpect they perform'd, by 


giving him Martyrdom, the only Crown they had 


not Ambition or Malice to take away; he had not 


been long a Priſoner, when the Independant Party 
in the Houſe and the Army, who had different 
Views from the reſt, ſend a Cornet with a Body of 
Horſe to ſeize the Perſon of the King, and take 
him by Violence from the Parliament Commiſſi- 
oners; the Army had been now new-modell'd by a 
Selt-denying Ordinance, as they call'd it, of Parli- 
ament, which made their own Members incapable *? 
of Commands; by Virtue of this Order, the 
Officers that were Members, and the Nobility, had | 
quitted their Commands, and ſo made Way for 
a more popular Party, who were now Independants, 
to come in their Room; this was the Faction who 
had ſeiz'd the King, in order to their impious De- 
ſign of putting him to Death. The Parliament were 
ſtartled at this Violation of their Authority, in ſeize- 
ing the King, who was their Priſoner, upon which | 
ſeveral Remonſtrances paſs'd between them and the | 
Army; but how could theſe unthinking Men ex- 


pect any Deference or Obedience from Perſons, in- 
to 


1 
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to whoſe Hands they themſelves had put Arms, 


and taught them to rebel againſt the only Power, 
to which 1 o a Dr. 


Ix the mean while the Independant Party, ſup- 
ported by the Army, after all the Condeſcenſions 
of the King, as far as his Conſcience would permit, 
notwithſtanding both Houſes had voted his Con- 
ceſſions a Ground of Peace, refolv*d on his Trial, 
and to bring him, as they callꝰd it, to Juſtice; 
having firſt purg' d the Houſe by a Secluſion of a 
great Pare of their Members, who, tho' they had 


gone thus far Hand in Hand, were not harden” d 


enough to comply with this laſt Villainy. 


NEVERTHELESS, the abandon'd Miſcreants, 


ſupported by the Fanatick Army, had the Impu- 
dence to perpetrate the execrable Deed, by putting 
their anointed Soveraign to Death at the Gate of 
his own Palace: This deteſtable Action render*d 
at this Time the Engliſh Nation odious to the reſt 
of Mankind, and made the remoteſt Savages 
bluſh at the Infamy of their Fellow-Creatures ; 

notwithſtanding, we have lived to ſee the Time, in 


the Reign of his Grandſon, when the Preſs and the 


Pulpit have ventur'd, if not to juſtify, to extenuate 
this horrid Violation of all that was Sacred. 


SUCH was the End of this pious Prince, whoſe 
ſad Cataſtrophe could not be prevented by the Re- 
monſtrances, Petitions, Sighs and Tears of his 

People: 
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People There had ſeveral Deſigns been laid for his 
Eſcape; but his own Deſtiny and the ill Genius of 


England were too ſtrong to be reſiſted. Some have 


aſſerted, that Cromwell himſelf, upon the Diſguſt be- 
tween the Army and Parliament, who deſign'd to 


diſband then), had made ſome Advances of Recon- 
ciliation with the King, whom he offer'd to reſtore, 


not only to his legal Authority, but to make him 


as abſolute as the Grand Seignior, on Condition he 


would maintain the Army, govern deſpotically, and 
ſupport their Ambition; but the good Prince, ſo 
far from being guilty of thoſe Deſigns, with which 
his Enemies tax'd him, would not purchaſe his 
Life, Liberty, and Revenge, at the Expence of his 
Conſcience : Nothing could certainly have been 
more agreeable to human Nature, if not corrected 


by the higheſt Spirit of Chriſtianity, than to. have 


had his Enctnies deliver'd into his Hands by thoſe 
very Men whom they had arm'd for his Deſtructi- 
on: But this generous Refuſal had too fatal Conſe- 
quences; ſo much is it ſafer to be really a Knave, | 
than only to be call'd ſo; for, if he had been the | 
Man his Enemies repreſented him, he might have | 
ſav'd himſelf at their Expence: The flagitious 
Cromwell, finding the King incapable of ſerving his 


Ends, from that Moment reſolv'd his Ruin, and 
afterward took other Meaſures to — his 


Greatneſs, | 


. 


Sv cn was the Conſcience of this good King, of 


which he ſhew'd the ſame Tenderneſs in that noble, 
tho' 
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tho? fatal Defoncs of Fa cſtabli wa Chu rch, hich 
coſt him his Life at laſt, Let. his Enemies ſay 
what they will, nothing is more certain, than that 


he dy'd a Martyr to his Religion, For Proof of 
which, I believe, all will allow, that, before the 


War broke out, if he would, by a Violation of his 
Coronation-Oath, have ſacrific'd the Church, diſ- 
ſolv*d the Hierarchy, and have heartily eftabliſh'd 
Preſbytery, diſcharg'd his Biſhops, and have made 
Dr. Calamꝭ, and thoſe of that Stamp, his Chaplains, 
there would have been no civil War; and that, 


notwithſtanding all the Pretences of Male-admini- 


ſtration, he would have been reputed a Saint by 


thoſe very Men, who took up Arms againſt him: 


This granted, it was plain that he was ruin'd mere- 
ly on Account of Religion, of which it is not ſafe for 
a King of England to have too much: We have had 


no more than two Princes on the Throne fince the 


Reformation, who were truly ſincere in their re- 


ſpective Perſuaſions, and what was their Fate? One 
loſt his ans and the other his Crown. | 


Hz RE we muſt b ſome Reflections on the 
juſt Puniſhment of the Preſbyterian Party, who, be- 
ing the firſt Contrivers of the Rebellion in 41, were 
now not only expell'd the Houſe, and diſgrac'd, 


but ſome of the principal Leaders fin'd and impri- 


ſon'd, by their own Fellows, and Confederates in 
their common Rebellion, being treated with the 
ſame Severities as Cavaliers and Malignants; theſe 
Men firſt ran the King down, and the Independants 
| | cut 
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232 A SHORT VI EW, Sc. 
cut his Throat; the Scots ſold him, and the Eng- 


liſh murder'd him; both Parties, both Nations, as 


they were Partakers of the Guilt, ſoon felt the 


Vengeance due to ſo execrable a Treaſon and Par- 


ricide: Nor did that Part of the Nobility eſcape 


better, who, having join'd in the War, continu'd 


to fit at Weſtminſter after the Death of the King, 


and the Diſſolution of the Government in Church 


and State: But, to the Honour of that illuſtrious 
Body, the Majority of whom were loyal, theſe 


were but a very few, being only a Rump of the 


| Lords, as the Commons were of the Lower-Houſe, 
who now voted themſelves uſeleſs, and turn'd 
them out of Doors; notwithſtanding which Indig- 


nity, ſome were ſo very mean-ſpirited as to wave 


their Hereditary Right in a nobler Station, and fit 
by Election in the Houſe of Commons, even in 
their blue Ribbonds, thoſe Badges of Honour they 
had receiv'd from the Crown, and in no better 
Company than broken Attornies and Brewers 


Clerks. 


I T muſt certainly at this Time have been a great 
Satisfaction to the Cavaliers, notwithſtanding their 


own Mistortunes, to ſee their Enemies reduc'd to 


the ſame ill Circumſtances with themſelves, with- 


out the Comfort of a good Conſcience to ſupport 


them; ſo juſt and remarkable was the Puniſhment 
of theſe thoughtleſs Lords, who, not content to en- 
Joy their Privileges, Eſtates and Honours, under 


the Protection of a mild and gracious Prince, join'd 
With 
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CHAR b. ES I. 233 
with a —— Faction to ruin the M onarchy, and 
pull down the Church, forgetting that they were 
Kinſm en to that Throne, which could not be ſhaken 


without ſtaggering themſelves, nor deſtroy'd. with- | 


out dragging them into the ſame Gulph-of Ruin. 


Now they ſaw the diſmal Conſequences of their Folly 


and Ingratitude to the beſt of Princes; they 
found themſelves infulted by Dray- men and Cob- 


lers, and domineer'd over by the very Dregs of the 
People, for of ſuch conſiſted | the Officers of this 


Army, who now tyrannically govern'd the Nation 
ſome of whom were ſo very obſcure and mean, that 
they had no Names but what were given them by 
the Pariſhes that bred them: They now ſaw them - 
ſelves very much miſtaken in thinking to form an 
Ariſtocracy, which muſt have been the Deſign of 
thoſe Lords, who help'd the Commons to deſtroy 
the Monarchy 3 but they found to their Coſt, that 
the Dregs of a Democracy were the natural Corrup- 


tion of our Government, aſſoon as the Conſtitution 


was diſſolved; they now ſaw themſelves on a Eevel 
with the reſt of their Fellow- Subjects, ſtripp'd of 
the Privileges they enjoy'd above thoſe of their 
Rank in other Countries, and in no ſmall Danger 
of returning to the Place from whence ſome of them 
came, the Bar, or the Counter, and ſinking into 
the Body of the People, to be no more ann d 
by Title chan Merit. . 


15 


* CHARLES. 


9 < — — — — 7 po 2 = 
2 caſh - rr = — we —— — —— * 
—— 
uy ————— ö— 2 * — — — — —— * _ 
—_ — — — = — — — — —— 1 5 * 
Dr 1 2 
> 


— 
— 


— 


2 2 
— 2 
—— 


— 


Pp mY nnn . 


— — — oe 
— * 
— — — — 


. 8 dy * oF C i ow 9+ > -—— 0 "EIA — a 
* _ . a — C 7 4 — 2. — — = 2 — p — — oe Be £ N e — - — N — — 

— — — | 

— — ——— — N — — — — 222 . EEE her moee Bren rey ee EI RN TR 6 - — = - IL : : - 
r pb —_— 8 — OE 2 WWII An 2 — 5 xo =, 2 — > * > . > 27 — 2 2 — — 
— — 3 . ICT —— 3 „ > ds 
—_— . — n 5 2 * * * % 
. b . ene jp teat — * — * - — —— an ——— — * 7 * * — — a 
— Om N pom yt — * 22 2 * — wht Lp 0995 7 ” rnd me re no 3 — EIN — — 4 > 284 © — — _ . 2 . 
—— — — - — . — — — _ — —ę— w — - 
5 — < — — een — — —2—— = — — * wi © * 
S , "= — — nnm—_—_ * +. pr — — — — — — 1s on len: , 2 2 * * — 0 
= — 0 - - . A by _ n 5 C - "I of v7 N ACS: 2 — 2 2 I = —— Ne r eee 5 — — 
d — — 2. —— — — — * —_—_— - n * — — — _ — 
* * 
TAL - 7 1 " . _—— — — 0 = — 4 2 — — - — . —— —‚—— as oe 
aA Ines; — —_——— * A 5 — — = — a — ESC. = — 2 0 5 
— —— b as whe 4 1 — 0 
2 2 — . — p — — 1 =: Lv! „ — — —— 2 * 
* . —— — — * — — — 4 * k — . —— = 
2 — - - guy 9 — — — £ _ — — 3 — 4 he My f 
1 — — 2 „ + 80) 9G, — 2 — — — 
— by — ——— y — — 8 
— 80 1 —— —_ . — * — rang —. — _ —_ —— —— — SE 8 —— — —— av — — — — — , 
bY 7 — — — — a 2 ———— r 2 2 — — Env _ II 1 a a * a 
= 2 N - — ant An 22 — — — — — — 4 
— — ſs ne. _ Pup ———— — - of 2 —— — 
- - * . 
4 2 . * 1 


© *4%2 n 2 
—_ Lag bro 2 
ACER ——— 


— 7 “ — 


#3 44 


n= * L * 8 Wis 


1 1648 . 


ERE legally denied the Reign of Chart 
the Second, but we ſhall ſee a long Pa- 
rentheſis of Troubles and Confuſions 


— between this Time, and his happy Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Throne: This Prince was in Exile, 
when he heard the diſmal News of his Father's 


Murder; upon which he immediately aſſum'd the 


Title of King; nor indeed was it any more than 
a Title, till his Reſtoration in Eugiund, notwith- 
ſtanding he was call'd to the Throne of Scotland, 
where the Covenanters had now quarrel'd with 
their Engliſh Brethren, in ſpight of the folemn 
League between them; the Scots pretended to blame 
the Engliſh for the Murder of the King, tho 
common Charity will hardly oblige us to believe 
the Sincerity of their Compaſſion for a Prince whom 
they had taken ſuch Pains to ruin, or that Men of 


ſuch horrid Principles could have any Reſerve of 


Conſcience; the Truth was, they now grew appre- 


henſive of the growing Common-wealth in England, 
whole 


as 
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whoſe Principles they knew too well, not to appre- 
hend the Ambition of a People, whom no Allianees, 
or Covenants, could bind; this Conſideration, more 


than any Senſe of Duty, made them reſolve to re- 


ſtore their lawful Prince, and ſet on Foot the Treaty 
of Breda, which had like to have been interrupted 


by an Action of the moſt unparallel'd Barbarity 


than ever was committed by a civiliz'd Nation; 
this was the Execution of the great Montroſe, for 


no other Crime, but acting by the Commiſſion of 


that Prince, whom they were going to reſtore : 
Nothing can make his Country amends for the In- 
famy of this Cruelty, but her having had the 
Honour to produce fo brave a Man, whoſe Great- 
neſs of Mind, Courage, and Fidelity, tho* they 
ſeem'd buried with him, we ſaw lately break forth 
again, collaterdily' in the n and Blood of a 
Graham, * a | 


Tux King, after ſome Reluctance upon this 
Occaſion, condeſcended to accept a Crown, which 
was not worth the taking from the Ground; for he 
was no ſooner arriv'd, but his firſt Entertainment 


was the Spectacle of Montroſe's Quarters, his moſt 


gallant and faithful Servant; ſoon after he found 
the Treatment of his own Perſon all of a Piece with 
the reſt of their Actions; they forbad the Towns, 


and Burroughs;! to make him any en allow d 
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% ASHORT VIEW, Ge. 
bim no more Money, than they thought fit for tins 


Pocket, kept him under Correction, and, in ſhort, 
treated him more like a School-boy, than their 


Prince: This unaccountable Carriage, with the Fu- 


ry of their Zeal and Enthuſiaſm, would make one 
think that theſe People, ſo different from the reſt 


of Mankind, were certainly poſſeſs'd with an evil 


Spirit; but, notwithſtanding the general Frenzy, 


which over-ran that Nation at this Time, there 


was {till a gallant Party left, who, not poiſon'd with 
the Principles of the Kirk, retain'd the Fidelity and 
Bravery of the ancient Scots; but they were too 
weak to ſupport the Intereſt and Honour of their 


Prince, againſt the more powerful Faction of the 


Covenant: The King himſelf was ſo ſenſible of 
their ill Uſage, that he once deſign'd to go away, 
preferring the Miſery of begging his Bread. in a 
foreign Country, to the titular Government of ſo 
wretched a People ; but he wasat laſt perſuaded to 


return from the Highlands, and do ſo much Vio- 


lence to his Nature, as to breathe the ſame Air with 
thoſe F anaticks. 


Tur Reſtoration of the King in Scotland and 
the Preparations for War juſtly alarm'd the Rump 
at Weſtminſter, who, to prevent the Deſigns of 


their Enemies, ſent Cromwell, now newly made 
General, into Scotland, where he had ſeveral Skir- 
miſhes to the Diſadvantage of the Scots ; till, reduc” d 
to great Want of Proviſions, he was forced to re- 


treat Homewards, and at laſt was ſo ſurrounded by 
the 


eK AER 1% 


the more numerous Enemy, that his Condition was 


thought deſperate: This ſo raiſed the inſolent 
Hopes of the Covenanters, that they coneluded 


the Day their own, while the godly Miniſters in 


their frantick Viſions went about from Rank to 

Renk, aſſuring the Soldiers that the Lord of Hoſts 
was on their Side; that there was'no Need to uſe 
their Weapons, for the Lord had deliver'd the 
Enemy into their Hands; ſuch was the Affurance 
of theſe Enthuſiaſts, when Cromwell, made deſpe- 
rate by Neceſlity, fell upon them, and ſo cudgell'd 


the Saints, that for a good while after they had a 
very ill Opinion of the Friendſhip of Heaven: This 
Vas that memorable Battle of Dunbar, fought on 


the 3d of September, a Day ws hs counted auſpi- 
cious to that Tyrant. 


HERE we muſt deſcant a little on the Force of 
Enthuſiaſm z Mahomet eſtabliſh'd his Religion by 
no other Means, and his Succeſſors in a little more 
than ſixty Years conquer*d a greater Extent of 
Ground, than the Roman Empire, by downright 
Dint of Enthuſiaſm : The Anabaptiſts in Germany, 


did Wonders againſt regular Troops, and our 


Engliſh Fanaticks in the Parliament Armies were 
invincible. The Scottiſh Covenanters are the only 
Exception. This Defeat at Dunbar, the wonder- 
ful Victories of my Lord Montroſe, and their laſt 
Behaviour at Bothwell-Bridge, ſufficiently confirm 


this Aﬀertion: Tho', at that laſt Place, they had a 
General 


ww 
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General * to their Enemy, who was not very fond 
of doing them much Harm, So remarkable it is, 


that the Scots, who in all Ages and Countries di- 


ſtinguiſh*d themfelves by their perſonal Bravery, 
whenever they fought upon common Principles, 
like other Men; no ſooner ran mad with Religion, 
but they turn'd arrant Cowards; for, whenever they 


| choſe Jeſus Chriſt for their General, they —— 1 


ran away, and made leſs Uſe of their Swords than 
Bibles. 


T n1s Defeat was a great Blow to the King's 


Affairs; not for the Loſs of thoſe Covenanters, 
who were his Enemies, and deſerved to be extir- 
pated, but in reſpect to the Reputation and Strength 
which it gave to the growing Commonwealth in 
England. However, with the-Ruins of this Scotch 
Army, and ſome other Troops which he had on 
Foot, he afterwards reſolv'd to try his Fortune in 
England, after having firſt been crown'd at Scoon ; 


and now giving the Engliſo Army the Slip, he 


march*d to Carliſie, and ſo through the North- 


weſt of England to Worceſter, where he haulted to 


take Breath and refreſh his weary Troops, fa- 
tigued with ſo long a March, and the continual 
Skirmiſhes in the Way; his Forces being conſide- 


rably diminiſhed, as well by Loſſes as Deſertions; . 


for great Numbers daily flole away upon the ill 


* of their * ſo that the * had not f 
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at Wercefttr above 1 2000 effective Men, the Coun - 
try not coming in as was expected; not through 
any Want of Courage or Inclination in his Friends, 
who had all along given ſuch wonderous Proofs of 
an invincible Fidelity, but the Militia, being every 
where in Arms, prevented their deſign'd Rendez- 
vouzes ; nevertheleſs che brave Earl of Derby ap- 
pear'd in the royal Cauſe, for which he was barbar- 
ouſly put to Death by the Uſurpers, notwithſtand- 
ing the Parole of Quarter given upon his Surrender; 
but it was no Wonder, if - thoſe Monſters ob- 
ſerv'd not the Laws of Honour, n had ſo ___ 
violated thoſe of God and Nature. 0 


T HE King, it thus aiſtreſs'd, had enki left but 
Deſpair to ſupport him in the Thought that his 
Condition could not be worſe : Cromwell, who had 
purſu'd him all the Way from Scotland, was now 
arriv'd with a numerous and diſciplin'd Army, 
who beleaguer'd the Scots in Worceſter 5; upon this 
the Belieg*d made a deſperate Sally, in which they 
ſhew'd a Gallantry equal to the Juſtice of the Cauſe 
in which they fought, but all in vain ; the Fortune 
of Cromwell was irreſiſtible. The King, finding all 
loſt, reſolv*d to part with his Hopes and Life toge- 
ther ; but at laſt, perſuaded by the Tears of his 
Friends, he conſulted by Flight' the Safety of a 
Life that was dearer to others than himſelf: He 
was now in the Heart of the Kingdom, purſued by 
a victorious Enemy; all Paſſes and Avenues, guard- 
ed by Men in * ſo that to eſcape long was 


beyond 
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beyond any human Proſpect; nevertheleſs, by the 
miraculous Conduct of Providence, he was reſerv'd 


to bleſs his People with an auſpicious Reign; for 


after ſeveral Dangers, and en he er 
ee into France. 


| Tas a at Worceſter gave ö the TER 


Blow to the Royal Fortune; and now. all Hope 


that the Crown or Church could ever be teſtor'd 
was vaniſh'd ;; ſo that the Republicans had a ſure 
Game in their Hands, but they wanted Genius and 


_ Addreſs to manage it; if Honeſty is ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary to preſerve a Government already eſta- 
bliſh'd, how much more Occaſion is there for the 


ſublimeſt Virtue to lay new Foundations? The 


Word Patriot was now known in England; but like 
Spirits, tho* frequently mention'd, never ſeen 
nor felt: The ill Conduct of this Rump, who, 


having uſurp'd the Government, deſign'd a Per- 


petuation of their unjuſt Authority, ſoon open'd 


the Eyes of the People, who, being fleec'd and 


oppreſs'd by their new Maſters, could not fail to 


make melancholy Reflections on the Change of 


their Condition, to which their own Folly and 


Credulity had betray*d them, by hearkening to their 


Quack Politicians, who, on Pretence of mending 
the Government by deſtroying the Old Conſtitution, 
had phyſick*'d the Common-wealth into incurable 


Convulſions: By this appear'd the Villany of their 


factious Leaders, and, the Charm of Novelty once 
worn off, they long'd again for the ancient Form 


of 
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of Gomes ment, which with fo much LO they 


king aden, momma ge; 


I NSTEAD. aa a limited May, Grcumſerib d 
by the Bounds of the Law, which had lodg'd a 
Power in the Crown to relieve the Injur' d, ſuccour 


the Oppreſs' d, mitigate the Rigour of the Law 85 


and diſtinguiſh Objects of Mercy; under the No- 


tion of an equal Common- wealth, they found 


themſelves govern'd by cruel and inexorable Men, 


who ſacrific'd the publick Good to their private In- 
tereſt, and thought Severity the only Sign of Wiſ⸗ 


dom : Inſtead of that mild Diſcipline, and decent 
Ceremony in the Church, ſo. neceſſary to - raiſe a 
proper Devotion, they found their Conſciences op- 
preſs*d by the Tyranny of a Fanatick Inquiſition ; 4 
while they, who murmur' d to pay lawful Tythes to 
a learned and reverend Paſtor,” now ſaw themſelves 
oblig*d: to impoveriſh their. Families. to ſupport a 
greaſy and illiterate Blockhead; inſtead of thoſe 
noble and moral Harangues, which by the Force 
of human Eloquence lead Men into a Love of Virtue 
and a good Life, they heard the Pulpits reſound 
with nothing but Viſion and Blaſphemy, in impo- 
fing on Heaven with Buffoonry and extemporary 
Nonſenſe; ſuch were theſe Teachers, who in the 
ridiculous Cant of theſe Times, nay in the Lan- 
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neceſſarily fall under univerſal Contempt, which 
made Way for Cromwell to put in Execution his 
long projected Deſigns; for, having an Army at 
his Devotion, whoſe Officers he had moulded to be 
ſubſervient to his Ambition, he by Violence expels 
the Remnant of the long Parliament, and makes 
him Maſter of his Country: This Oliver Crom- 
10 was deſcended by a Daughter from the famous 
Cromwell in the Time of Harry the Eighth: From 
this Anceſtor, who was one of the firſt Fanaticks in 
England, Oliver ſeems to have deriv'd his Enthu- 
fiaſm, which, now meeting with more Power and 
Malice, was more fatal; this Perſon, from a very 
private Gentleman, by running in with the Humour 


of the Times, which was Whining, Canting, and 
Preaching, had rais'd himſelf by Degrees to the 
ſupreme Command in the Army. Whether or no 


he was really a great Man, as ſome People fancy, 
who always admire ſucceſsful Villany, we will here 
inquire: Some of his Contemporaries, in their Me- 
moirs, have deny*d even that which ſeems his moſt 


viſible great Quality, his perſonal Courage; but this 


Diſingenuity we will impute to a Pique and Envy, 
by allowing him a Quality, which is no longer a 
Virtue than when it is well plac'd; we find it often 


in Thieves and Highwymen, as well as Heroes; 
and Philoſophy calls it only a brutal Ferity, when 


not founded on a Baſis of Prudence and Juſtice : As 
for the other great Endowments both of Body and 


Mind, 
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Mind, THY .are the. Ladders of 8 and 
have raiſed Men in all Ages and Countries, he 


ems to have wanted them all, except a profound 


Diſſinulation and Hypocriſy; his Perſon was mean, 
his Aſpect unpromiſing, and his Addreſs awkard and 


unbecoming a Gentleman ; ; 1 5 his natural Parts 


#3 TS 3 


Advantages of E. ducation, 3 be x was very ignorant | 


of the great World, and not over· learn 4 notwith- 
ſtanding he had been bred in an Univerſity, which 
s in itſelf not the beſt Education to form a great 
Man: This Want of due Qualifications ſeems, to 
render him 1 improper for Inſinuation and Popula- 
rity z for it is certain that his Aſpect and Behaviour 


were ſo far from engaging, that, to the contrary, 
there is a memorable Tradition, that, when he was 


only a private Burgeſs in the Vear 41, before he 
was known in the World, or the War broke out, 
Sir Bevil Granvill, who was a Member of that 


Parliament, conceived ſo mortal a Diſguſt againſt 
the Perſon of this Cromwell, that he could not en- 


dure to ſit near him in the Houſe; and when he 
was ask'd by his Friends, what Reaſon he had for 
that Averſion, he reply'd, he could give no Ac- 


count, but that his Mind foreboded, that ill look'd 


Fellow would deſtroy the K ing; a Preſage not more 
remarkable than true; but we have ſeveral In- 
ſtances, of the like Nature in Story: So that, after 
all, we muſt aſcribe this extraordinary Riſe to a 
ſtrange Conjunction of Circumſtances 1 in the Time 


be liv'd, which, as they neyer happen'd in the 
112 Z World 
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World before; ſo probably never may again ; for s a 
Man to raiſe his Fortune by Preaching and Praying, 
which were the only Talents that firſt recommended 
him to this Fanatick Army, a Profeſſion which in 
other Ages and Countries never much minded Re- 
ligion: Upon this Conſideration, we may rationally 7 
en PIG that had he been born in E gland at any 
other Time, he would have been no more than 4 
Oliver Cromwell; and, if in e never n 2 
Regiment of Horſe. | E 


NzverTHELESS, we now ſee him veſted 3 
with the ſupreme Authority, and, under the Title 
of Protector, arm'd with more Power than what | 
our Laws and Conſtitution allow to our lawful 2 
Kings; this Uſurpation was the more eaſily ſub- 
mitted to by the People, by reaſon of their Uneaſi- 5 
neſs under the late Government, after whoſe Ex- 
pulſion they thought no Change could make their 
Condition worſe. Here we cannot but obſerve a 
Circulation of Juſtice on all Parties who had a Share il 
in the Rebellion againſt Charles the Firſt ; it being the 4 
Method of Providence to make wicked Men the 
mutual Inſtruments of one another's Puniſliment ; | 
the Scots, who firſt led the Dance by an Invaſion of 
England, with their Solemn League and Covenant, 
we have ſeen chaſtis d, and at laſt finally ſubdu d b 
their ungrateful Brethren in England, whom they | 
ſupported in the War againſt their common Prince; 
the Preſbyterian Party expell'd by the Independant ; 


Rump, and now thoſe Wretches themſelves dif- | 
 folyd 3 
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folw'd and turn'd out of Doors, to the Deriſion of 
the whole Nation, by their own Creature and Set- 
vant, who aſſum' d their Authority, and tyranni- 
cally exercis'd an abſolute Power, lodg'd in a ſingle 


Perſon, contrary to his own and the conſent Declas 


rations of his Tongs 


THIS afurp'd Title he wait thife to deal 
during his own Life, notwithſtanding the frequent 
Conſpiracies of all Parties to deſtroy him: How- 
ever, it is certain that his Affairs were in a very ill 


Condition before he died; for he found his Parlia- 
ments refractory, and not to be manag*d as he ex- 


pected, inſomuch that one of them preſum'd to 
queſtion the very Authority that brought them to- 
gether; upon which he was forc'd to diflolve them, 
without doing his Buſineſs: Beſides, there began 
to be great Factions in the Army form'd againſt 


him, even by his own Kinſmen and Creatures, who, 


by the ſame Power that had firit rais d him, in all 
Probability would have pull'd him down again; 


being reduced to very great Straits for Want of 


Money, which Neceſſities put him upon Projects 


of getting that Abroad which he could not at 


Home. This Conſideration induc'd him to fide 


rather with France than 8 pain, the laſt being an 


Enemy that could yield him greater Booty and 
Plunder; beſides the Hopes of which, he was a 
Penſioner to Cardinal Mazarine, who ſupply'd him 
with great Sums of Money. 
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T Is falſe Politicks of Cromwell, in aſſiſting 


France againſt Spain, gave the firſt Shock to the 
Balance of Europe, and was the Riſe of the preſent 
French Greatneſs, at this Time ſo formidable to 


their Neighbours; the Weight of England in the 


Scale made the French too heavy for the Spani- 
ard, and brought on the Pyrenzan Treaty, in which 


that Match was concluded, which has brought 


Prench Heirs to the Crown of Spain, one of whom 
is now at this Day ſitting on that Throne to the 
Terror of Europe, on which he had never mounted, 
if the ſame Cauſes had not concurr'd to produce the 
ſame Effects. 


TRE Succeſs of our Arms in this War gave 


great Reputation to the Znghſp, who deſerv'd to 


have. been train'd in a better Quarrel than that, 


which had made ſo good Soldiers: Theſe Triumphs 
in Flanders happen'd opportunely to recompenſe 
our Diſgraces in the Weſt-Indies before, where the 
Engliſh, making a raſh and'ill-concerted Deſcent up- 
on Hiſpaniola, were ſhamefully defeated by a 
Handful of Spaniards and Negroes: This Diſap- 
pointment was no ſmall Mortification to Cromwell, 
who had promis'd himſelf Mountains of Gold 
from this Expedition, which, proving abortive, 
made his Circumſtances more neceſſitous; a Senſe 


of which, and an ill Proſpect of his Affairs, toge- 1 
ther with the Loſs of his beloved Daughter Cleypole, 


made ſo great on Impreſſion on his Spirits, as to 


affect his Health, and fling him into the Diſtemper 
of 
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4 which he died, during his Sickneſs, he fell! into 


frequent Deliriums and Ravings, at which Time 
that falſe Spirit of Religion, which had ſo long ſe- 
duc'd him, being more inflam'd by the Malignity 
of his Fever, burſt into blaſphemous Raptures and 
pretended Revelations of that Mercy, which he had 
ſo long abus'd, and even now to the laſt, by a 
linal I reer 


0 N his Death. bed, 47 Aa Miah Will, he 
declared his Son Richard his Succeſſor, who enjoy d 


the Protectorſhip ſome Time, being compliment- 


ed by the whole Nation on his Acceſſion to the 
Government in congratulatory Addreſſes from every 
Burrough and Body politick in England and Ire- 
land, with the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances of Lives 
and Fortunes; nevertheleſs, the ſame People in a 
few Weeks ſaw him ſink without drawing one 
Sword in his Quarrel. This was the firſt Inſtance 
of theſe Addreſſes, by which Princes may ſee how 
little they may rely on this Sort of Compliment. 
The Common-wealth Faction, and that Party in 
the Army who had combin'd againſt the Father, 
found it much eaſier to compaſs their Deſigns on 
the Weakneſs and Incapacity of the Son, who 
wanted his Father's Vigilance to foreſee, and Reſo- 
lution to obviate Dangers; for Want of which laſt 
Quality, he was pull'd down by the mutinous 
Army, and diveſted of his Authority. 
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Richard's, mock Government; on which, the 
Army, divided in their Councils, according to their 
ſeveral Views, not knowing well what to do, were 
forc'd to recall the N to the ne, of heir 


Authority. 7 Mon 18 


FTuxs x frequent Changes in Government not 
only made the Engliſo Nation ridiculous, Abroad, 
but puzzled foreign Miniſters, reſiding here, how 


to behave themſelves, what Parties to court, to 


whom addreſs, or indeed how to dire& their. Me- 
morialsz for the Names and Titles varied with 
every Form of Government; ſometimes a Parlia- 
ment, then Protector, then Parliament again, 
Juncto's, Commitees of Safety &c. all which 
Confuſions are the neceſiary Conſequences of Folly 
and Faction; when Men leave the beaten Paths pre- 
ſcrib'd by the Laws and ancient Conſtitution, to 
follow the Syſtems of their own wild Imaginations, 


by Attempts above their Genius: Such was the 


preſent Caſe, Men not qualined by Birth | or E.du- 
cation, but rais'd from the Stall, or the Dray, 
were advanc'd to the ſupreme Dignities, and made 
Companions to Princes; how awkward this Great- 
neſs ſat on them, the following Story will demon- 
ſtrate: There was at this Time a Genceſe Reſident 
in England, who deſigning to wait on Scot, one of 
the Greateſt Men in the Council of State, with much 


ado obtain d a Direction in Writing where he 
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dle near St. Clement's/ Church a preper — 
for ſuch a - Miniſter, of ſuch a Republick as the 
Rump: This Directi 


reaſon of the pompous Titles which. that ceremd- 


nious . give to all Perſons of a 1013 


25 41 


Bo it was hot long before the Army kat b to 


quarrel with the Parliament, Whom they had juſt 


reſtor's'; this Inſolence was ſo refented by the Re- 


 preſentatives of ehe People, as | they calb'd them- 
ſelves; that they ventur'd to break. ſeveral leading 


Officers, and vacate their Commiſſions ;- the Chief 
of theſe was Lambert, the moſt: conſiderable! and 
active Man in the Army ſince the Death of Crom 
well, whoſe Steps the fame Ambition prompted 
him to follow # Lambert, finding this Refolution in 
the Parliament, thought fit to put an End to their 


Authority, in order to which he ſent Soldiers to 
poſſeſs the Avenues leading to Weftminſter, and pre- 


vent their Sitting; this Violence determnin d the 


Power of the Rump for this Time: Thus the Men, 


who made ſuch an Outcry, when their: lawful Prince 
only enter*d their Houſe to demand five Members 


whom he accus'd:of Treaſon, muſt now be content= . 


ed to be pulled by the Ears, and infulted by rut 


TAE amy having chus expell'd the Member 
arrogated to themſelves the Government, for the 


AK © Management 


HAN EH 2 
jodg d; which was at the Sign of the Cat and Fils 


irection was more ridiculous * 
Valian, the Language in which it was written, by 
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_Aahabemend of which they erected a Council call'a; 


A Committee of "Safety, conſiſting" of 23 Perſon: 
Theſe frequent Diſtractions gave an Opportunity to 


the renown' d General Mont, to put in Execution that 


2 Deſign of reſcuing his Country, whoſe 


Convulſions no Remedy could cure, but a Reſtitu- 


tion. of the King to his Crown, and the ne to 


their Liberties. 


"TV 


x IT 


11 Faber to this, having firſt modelled his Abu 
by caſhiering the diſaffected Officers, he march'd 
out of Scotland on Pretence of defending the Parlia- 
ment againſt the Army, and making the Military 


Power ſubſervient to the Civil; the Plauſibility of 


this Declaration met with univerſal 'Concurrerice': 
Upon which, Fleetwood, who commanded the Ar- 
my, and was a Man of ſhorter Views and leſs Am- 
bition than Lambert, ſeeing a general Defection to- 
wards Monk, was forc'd to reſtore the Parliament. 
In the mean While Monk, by flow Marches, ap- 
proach'd the Town, having firſt with great Addreſs 
perſuaded the Parliament to remove the diſaffected 


Troops into diſtant Quarters, and ſo make Way 


for his own at London; where he was no ſooner 
arriv'd, after publick Thanks from the Parliament 
for the great Services he had done them, but he was 
commanded on a Piece of Service that had like to 


have ruin'd all his Deſigns ; this was, to chaſtiſe the 


Inſolence of the City, who had been refractory to 
their Maſters the Parliament, and refus'd to pay 


Taxes: This Order he obey'd with great Violence 
| "I'® _ 


BOHN 
OD 
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ro his Inclinations'; but there was no third Party to 
take, he muſt either ſubmit, or quit his Com- 


miſſion: The Parliament, in this Command to 


General Monk, had a double View; ; one was, to 
humble and reduce the City; and the other, to 


make Monk odious, and loſe his Intereſt among the 


Citizens: For Haſeirig, and the leading Republi- 
cans, . began to grow jealous of him upon his Refu- 


fal to take the Oath of Abjuration, by which he 
muſt have renounc'd the Intereſt of Charles Stuart, 


as they then call'd the King; though a Refuſal of 


this impious Oath might have unravelled all his 


Deſigns, and fo have prevented his intended Reſcue 


of his Country : However, conducted by that noble 
Principle of not doing Evil that Good might come 
of it, he would rather have loſt his Commiſſion, 
and all his Hopes, than enter into ſo horrid a Sa- 
crament : But his great Addreſs furniſh*'d him with 
Shifts to evade this Oath for the Preſent 3: upon 
this Account he was the more willing to obey the 
Parliament in pulling down the City-Chains and 
Poſts, that by this Compliance he might give them 


a good Opinion of his Devotion to their Service, 


tho at the ſame Time underhand he took Care to 
inform the Citizens, how unwilling he was to obey 
theſe violent, Commands: This private Remon- 
trance preſerved Monk in the good Opinion of the 
City, and the more enrag'd them againſt the Par- 


lament; the Intereſt, that the General found he had 


in the City, gave him the greater Encouragement 
to execute his Deſigns of reſtoring the ſecluded 
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Members to their Seats in the Houſe, notichſtand- 
ing all the Oppoſition of the Fanatick Party: This 
Point once carried, there only wanted. a voluntary | 
Diſſalution of this Jong Parliament, to make Way 
for another more free Repreſentation of the Bunte 
who, being left to themſelves, no longer ſcrupled 
what they ſhould. do, but reſtor'd the King and 
you Family to their Right, from which She had 
ſo long by an arm'd Violence been detain'd., 


Tub 85 alter ſo many vain Efforts 4 tha — 

| Ache, greateſt Part of the Nation, was accom- 

Pliſh'd this miraculous Revolution, by the prudent 
Management of one brave Man, who, by a won- 
derful Addreſs in the Conduct of this Affair, ſhew'd | 
himſelf as Great in his Cabinet, as at the Head of | 
his Army. | | 


As an Affair of this Nature required the 8 | 
Secrecy; ſo very few Perſons were intruſted, 
amongſt whom Sir John Granvill was the principal 
Negotiator; whoſe Family, as they had the Ho- 
nour to defend the Royal Cauſe with their Blood 
in the Field, ſo they had the Happineſs t to. be the 
immediate Inſtrument in this glorious Revolution, , 


10 | Tux more we think of this wonderful Turn, 
we ſhall ſtill meet ſtill freſh Matter of Surprize and 
Aſtoniſhment ; for, when we conſider that the whole 
Nation weary of the Tyranny, under which they 
had ſo long groan'd, wiſh'd for nothing more than 

8 = MIO the 
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the Reſtoration bo he King, it ſornis' a Wonder 
that ſuch a Change ſhould not ſooner happen; bur, 
on the other Hand, when we reflect on the Difficul- 
ties to be overcome, ſo many entangled Intereſts 
to be unravelled, ſo many Parties united, an Army 
averſe to Kingly Government, and moſt of them 
dipp'd in the Guilt of the late King's Blood, for 
which they could expect no Mercy, to be made 
ſubſervient to Deſigns, to which their Principles 
were ſo contrary, we may more wonder that ſo 
hazardous an Enterprize ſnould ever ſucceed; nor 
could it at laſt, without the immediate Interpoſition 
of that Power, by which the World is govern'd, 
the ſignal Footſteps of whoſe Providence were ne- 
ver more adorably conſpicuous, than in the happy 
Conduct of this great Revolution. 


Ti x new Convention was no ſooner met, but 
both Houſes immediately paſs'd a Vote to declare | 
the Government of England, according to the Con- 
ſtitution, in King, Lords, and Commons ; by this 
they recogniz'd his Title, and ſoon after ſent 
reſpective Members from each Houſe to invite 
Charles the Second to the Exerciſe of his juſt Au- 
 thority : Never was fo ſudden a Change in the Paſ- 
fions of Men, as now in the Royal Party, who 
were lifted from the Bottom of Deſpair tothe higheſt 
Tranſports of Joy, by a Turn that converted Dark- 
neſs into Light, Confuſion into Order, Want, Ra- 
pine, and Vielebee, into Peace, Plenty, and Liberty. 
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of the States, having liv*d for the moſt Part an a 


Dominions of Spain, ever ſince he was oblig'd to 


quit France, upon the Treaty between that Crown 


and Cromwell; all which Time, notwithſtanding, the 


Neceſlity of their Affairs, made the French inca- | 


pable of an open Protection, however, underhand, 


they ſupply'd the King with Money; ſo that moſt 


of the Bread that he and the Royal Family eat, even 
in the Spaniſb Dominions, where he met with more 


Compliments than real Aſſiſtance, was bought with 
French Money: This is a Secret not commonly 
known, or believ'd, but, dens Truth, it is bl uſtice 


to acknowledge it. 


Tux King had no ſooner receiv d the Addreſſes 


and Invitations of his People, but he prepar d to 
return into his Native Country, and take Poſſeſſion 
of that Crown, to which he had ſo undiſputed a 


Right: He made his Entry into London on 160 


the 29th of May, a Day doubly auſpicious for 
his Birth and Return : Never was Cavalcade- more 


illuſtrious, than this Triumphal Entry into the 
Capital City; whether we conſider the Greatneſs 
and Sincerity of the Joy, the Solemnity of the 


Spectacle, the Auguſt Majeſty of the Perſons, 
who were three Brothers, the fineſt Princes of Eu- 
rope, all in the Flower of their Age, riding thro | 
the Acclamations of the People agitated with the | 
different Paſſions of Joy and Shame; Joy to ſee 


them 
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8. U CH Was the wah Reftorition of Charles 
chu Second, a Prince of extraordinary Virtues, and 
ſome few Faults, moſt of which proceeded. rather 


from his Fortune and Circumſtances, than his Na- 


ture; but his good Qualities very much out- bal 


lanc*d the other; for beſides a ſublime and elevated 


Genius, that ſeem'd turn'd for Buſineſs; if not di- 


verted by his Pleaſures, he had very great natural 


Parts, a penetrating Judgment, and no ſmall 


Knowledge of Men; with theſe Advantages he 


made a Shift to rub thro' the Difficulties of ng 
ſhort Reign, in which, by an almoſt neceſſary 
Inſincerity, he juſt kept himſelf above Water; 


whereas a little of his Father's or Brother's rigid 
Honeſty would inevitably have n and have : 


mm him their F ate. 


T Dicks. of 2 3 fan's 8 in 3 
Mould, and to be the Antipodes of his Brother in 


Temper and Diſpoſition; Charles was looſe, volup- 
tuous, and too much a Libertine; James was grave, 


ſevere, devout; and tho' he now and then fell into 
the ſame Diſorders with his Brother, as to Women, 
thoſe Weakneſſes ſeem' d but tranſient Paſſions in 
him, which were conſtant Habits in the other: 
Charles was forgetful of his Friends, and kind to 
his Enemies; by which . falſe Politick he endea- 


vour'd to reclaim a Sort of People, whom no Obli- 
gations 
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gations could make grateful, and neglected de, 
whom no Injuries could hardly fill with Reſent; 


4 


The Duke, on the other Hand, was not only _ 
and conſtant. to his faithful Friends, but terrible to =] 


his Enemies, whom he always purſu' d, when they | 


had Power to hurt him, and always forgave; when 


they lay at his Feet; the one ſeem'd to prefer his 


Eaſe and Intereſt to his Reputation, and the other 
to ſacriſice all Things to his Conſcience: The King 


made Indolence and Pleafure the ſole Objects of 


his Defires, and made no Scruple by little Means to 


obtain his Ends; but the Duke en rather ran 


ferve, e good Fortune. bs 


| NorTwiTusTaN —_— 6 cheſeFailingsin Charles 
the Second, in Contradiction to the common Fate 
of our Engliſh Kings, we muſt reckon him both 
among our good and happy Princes; his Memory 
is ſtill ador'd by the People, in ſpite of all the Pains 


that have been taken of late Years to give them 


wrong Impreſſions; but it will be a Taſk above 
the Eloquenee of a certain Party to perſuade Men 
out of their Senſes, who will always be competent 
Judges of this Truth, while they are able to diſtin- 
guiſn between Pain and Pleaſure, Want and Plenty. 


A Swa2TwIE of Temper, Affability, and hed 
Nature, were leſs remarkable in this Prince, by 
being eſſential to the Name of Stuart; the firſt In- 
ſtance of theſe good Qualities was, his Care in ex- 


** an AR of Oblivion, that he might ſettle a 


Quiet 
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Quiet in the Minds of his Subjects, equal to the 


oF Serenity of the Government they had the Happineſs 


do live under: In this Affair he was forc' d to intor- 
HJ poſe between the Juſtice of his Parliament and the 
= Guilt of his Enemies, a greater Number of whom: 
= were deſign'd to be excepted in this Act of Indem- 
nity, than What the Mercy of this Prince would 
permit z ſo that there were but ten Examples made 
FJ out of ſo many as were guilty of his Father's Blood. 
in this Number we find Hugh Peters, who being 
balf Buffoon, and half Madman, ſeem'd a much 
greater Object of Mercy than Miltun, who was 
ſav'd for ſome Reaſons I could never hear. This 
wicked Perſon had undoubtedly an equal Hand in 
the King's Blood with the Judges themſelves, wha 
paſs*d thè Sentence, if Writing in Juſtification of a 
Crime may be reckon'd a Guiltz the laſt Offence 
has this Aggravation in it, of not only endeavour- 
ing to wipe away the Blackneſs and Odium of the 
Crime, but to exhort an Imitation of the Example: 
However, he found ſo much Reſpect to his Parts 


bearing any Office during Life: After ward he loſt 
his Sight, it ſeeming equitable that he himſelf 
ſhould want Eyes, who, by the dazzling Light of a 
falſe Rhetorick in his 1 impious Writings, had blinded 
ſo many of his deluded Countrymen, and led —_ 
them into the Ditches of Error, Schiſm, and ; 
n t 
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and Learning, as to be only incapacitated from 
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Tax SE SI Acts af Tuſtice 8 5 
and the Government ſettled on ſuch laſting Foun- 
dations, as promiſed nothing but Peace and Happi- 
neſs, the young Monarch, voluptuous in his Na- 
ture, and too much - reſign'd to his Pleaſures, 
ſeem'd reſolv d to make amends for the Chagrine 
of ſo long an Exile, by enjoying the Reſt of Life: 
This made him neglect Taking ſuch Meaſures as. 
would not only have ſecured his own Quiet and 
Safety, but that of his Succeſſors. As all Turns 
of State are generally violent and precipitate, this 
Prince, at his firft Acceſſion to the Throne, found 
2 Diſpoſition in his People to have made him as 

great and abſolute, as a reaſonable Ambition could: 
have deſired : For through Conſcience of their, late 
Injuftice they thought could not do too much to re-/ 
compenſe a Family, whom they had ſo undeſery- 
edly injur'd; beſides, the wrong and popular No- 
tions of Liberty, which had been ſo fatal to them, 


were now exploded ; they had too dearly bought 
the Experience of their Errors, and the Conſe- 

quences were too freſh in their Memories of purſu- 

ing chimerical Notions of ill grounded Dangers, 8 ; 
wrong Senſe of which had involved them in all their 4 
Troubles : This made the People of England, now 8 
newly return'd to their Senſes, the more willing to p 
truſt that Power in the Prince, which they had p. 
found they could not manage themſelves, but to ca 
their own Deſtruction. or 
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Bur Charles, ö through an Indolence in his 


Temper, or elſe wholly guided by the Counſels of 


the Chancellor, rejected all Advances that were 
offer d to make him eaſy, ſafe, and great: How 
that Miniſter came afterwards to fall into the 


Odium of a Party, to whom he was ſo ſerviceable, 
is a Myſtery; for he was the fatal Perſon who ad- 


vis'd his Maſter to court his Enemies and neglect 


his Friends, by which falſe Politick the Intereſt of 


the Royal Family has been deſtroy'd : Beſides this, 


ſeveral other Counſels were given by the ſame Per- 


ſon, that ſeem more popular than arbitrary; for he 


prevented ſuch a Revenue being ſettled on the 
Crown, as would have made the Kings of England 
not ſo dependant. Notwithſtanding all theſe Ser- 
vices, this great Man was attack*d by a Faction in 
the Houſe of Commons, and forced into Exile, in 


which he died, leaving his Maſter by his fatal Miſ- 


takes entangled in ſuch. Difficulties, as ſucceeding 
Miniſters without Violence could not unravel. 


A Mons theſe the chief was, the famous Anthony 
Aſoley Cooper, Earl of Shaftſbury, who, from an 
old Preſbyterian, either through Ambition or In- 
conſtancy, was intirely come over to the Royal 
Party: This Miniſter was-a Man of extraordinary 


Parts, great Knowledge of the World and Appli- 


cation to Buſineſs, but of no Principle, Honour, 
or Conſcience ; in Confirmation of which, he had 


chalk d out a Way for the King his Maſter to have 


L 12 : trampled 
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trampled on the Necks of his People, and to have 
been as abſolute as the Great Mogul; but Charles, 
through a Diffidence in his Nature, and Averſion 
to Enterprizes of Hazard, but chiefly out of a Prin- 
ciple of Generofity that would not permit him to 
make ſo ill a Return to a People, who had ſo 
frankly reſtored him, rejected the pernicious Ad- 
vice: This not a little diſguſted Shaftbury, whoſe 
Reſentments, being more inflam'd afterwards by the 
King's not concurring in ſome other of his arbi- 
trary Projects, made him at laſt break all Meaſures 
with the Court, to go over to the other Party, and 
ſet himſelf up the Champion of the popular Faction; 


and as he was a Man violent in his Paſſions, and 


implacable in his Malice, he conceiv'd ſo mortal an 
Averſion to the King, that, like a baffled Ra- 
viſher, he reſolv'd to ruin that Virtue, which he 
could not debauch. | | 


Tx firſt ten Years after the Reſtoration, the 
Kink: maintain*d his Authority; in the Year 1665; 
he made a ſucceſsful War on the Dutch, in which the 
Duke of York, commanding as Lord High Admi- 
ral, by his Conduct and Courage confirm'd the Re- 
puration he ſo juſtly had acquir'd, by ſuch a Pre- 
ſence of Mind in the greateſt Dangers, ſuch a won- 
derful Firmneſs, Intrepidity, and Contempt of Life, 
as would have been Raſhneſs in a common Tarpau- 
lin, and more proper for a Cadet, who had no 
other Proſpect to make his Fortune: But ſuch is 
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any Virtues in their Enemies; that 1 enk 
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T1II abet chis Ti me the Duke had ads) 


conceal'd his Religion; but afterwards by Degrees 


he began to grow fufpected of being inclin*d to a 
Faith, which would be diſadvantageous to the 
Intereſt of a Prince who was one Day to mount the 
Throne of England, to which he was undoubted 
Heir upon his Brother's Want of Children: But it 
was not long before his Sincerity, not the leaſt con- 
ſpicuous among his other Virtues, made it plain 
that he w-as of a different Religion from that of his 


Country. The Openneſs of his Conduct gave the 


Malice of his Enemies an Opportunity to under- 
mine a Prince, whoſe Virtue they apprehended 
might be one Day fatal to a Faction, who were 
reſolv d not only to ruin the Duke, but extirpate 
the Royal Family, and through his Brother's Sides 
deſtroy the King himſelf, who indeed, at the Bot- 
tom, was of the ſame Principles as to Religion: 
However, conſidering his profound Diſſimulation 
in this Point, his Enemies had no juſt Grounds to 
ſuggeſt to them an Opinion of his being a Catholick, 
which remain'd a Secret till the aply Time * 
Men ſeldom diſſemble. 


i” 1 certain that this Hypocriſy preſery'd the 
King from the Fury of that Storm, which not long 
after attack*d the Crown; and, on the other Hand, 
the contrary Ingenuity ruin'd the Duke of York, 

when 
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when he came'to poſſeſs one ; who made himſelf 


' amends for the Loſs of all other Intereſts, by pre · 


ſerving the moſt preferable Good, that happy Peace 
of Mand which reſults from a ed Conſcience, 


* the Sear 70, 5 1 Spirit, 


which ſeem'd extinct at the Reftoration, | began to 


Kindle again from its Embers, and flame anew ; the 
War, which ſoon after was declar'd againſt the 


Dutch, the Hydra Faction an Opportunity erect 


their Heads, and hiſs again. 


Tux Inſolence of theZutch, their repeated Injuries 
to the Exgliſb Nation, the Cries of our Merchants, 
and the abſolute Neceſlity of ſupporting our Com- 


merce againſt the Avariceof ſo powerful a Rival, who 


daily raviſh'd away our Trade, made a War againſt 


that People highly juſtifiable : Beſides all which, if 


there were no other Ground of a Quarrel, the per- 
ſonal Affronts offer*d to the King in their daily Lam- 
poons and ſcurrilous Paintings, of which no Redreſs 
could be obtained, tho* often demanded, were a juſt 


Provocation for any Sovereign Prince to draw his 


Sword, and chaſtiſe ſuch Inſolence. If private Men 
think themſelves oblig'd to vindicate their injur'd 
Honour; how much more Sacred are the Characters 
and Perſons of Princes? But it was not the Caſe of 

Charles alone, the French King had his Share of 
the Aﬀront, which made it ſeem'the common Cauſe 
of Majeſty to vindicate the Honour of crown'd 
Heads from the Attacks of an inſolent People, 


who, elated with their Riches and Powef ſeem'd to 


inſult the reſt of Mankind. 
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Tax Succeſs of this War was anſwerable to the ö 
Juſtneſs of the Cauſe ; the French, with anuninter- 
rupted Torrent of Victory over-ran almoſt the ſeven 


Provinces, and in one ſtupendous Campaign made 
themſelves Maſters of ſo many Towns, as to hum- 


ble and reduce that proud Common-wealth” within 
thoſe Bounds, which, it is the Intereſt of mo er rrading | 
NEE ſhe n never erceed. b 


unde * 11 


O this e my Lord doeh WhO Gi 
then in the Miniſtry, made the famous Speech, De- 
Jenda eft Carthago, the wiſeft and honeſteſt Advice 
that Perſon ever gave : : Thar the Intereſt of Eng- 
land and Holland, as to Trade, are incompatible, is 
ſo plain and obvious, that nothing more ſhews the 
falſe Politicks of Queen Elizabeth in this Point, 
than her permitting thoſe revolted Provinces to form 
themſelves into a Republick ; that it was her In- 
tereſt to ſupport them againſt Spain is certain; but 
ſhe ſhould have ſtopped there, and not have ſuffer'd 


them to make themſelves a free State. If the Dutch 


had ſtill continued ſubject to the Spaniard, whoſe 


Genius and Politicks are not turn'd to Induſtry 


and Improvements, the People of theſe Provinces 
had to this Day been Fiſhermen, while the Engliſh, 


for this laſt Century, would have had the ſole Com- 


merce of the Univerſe, with all the Conſequences 
of ſo vaſt and uninterrupted a Trade, immenſe 


Riches, greater Numbers of People, and every 
Man's Eſtate proportionably increaſed ; while the 


Dutch themſelves, compell'd to fly hither for Shel- 


ter, 
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er, would have been at this Day Subjects in that 
Country, of which were laben were Wat Wach | 


Maſter s. | bai © 
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; | 7 Ef yuh 
Time have wanted Holland as a Barrier againſt the 
preſent Power of France: But this Objection is eaſily 
refuted ; for if the Shipping and Force of England 


and Holland, as now confederated, are a Match at 
this Day for France, How much ſtronger would the 


ſame Power be, when center'd i in one Point ? If we. 
had the Money, People, Manufactures, Strength, 
and Shipping af Holland, in this Ifland, join'd to 
our own, moſt of which we ſhould have had, if they 
had never been a Republick, with the Advantage 


of Situation, England would have been an inex- 


hauſtible Magazine of Men, Money, and Arms, and 
at this Day one great Garriſon and invincible: Be- 


ſides, if we had all along had no Rival of the Dutch, 
it would have been more our Intereſt, as well as 


more feaſible, to have prevented the immoderate 


Growth of France theſe laſt fifty Lears,. 


Tk l Succeſs of France N the 


Republican Party; they could not without the laſt 


Regret ſee their dear Brethren reduced to ſuch Di- 


ſtreſs: Upon this, they raiſed ſuch a Clamour, as 


oblig*d the King to recall his Troops in the French 


Service, The popular Apprehenſions which theſe 


Men raiſed, and the ill Blood that they made to- 
Wards the King, laid the F oundation of thoſe Di- 


ſtempers 
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ſtempers and Animoſities, under which the Nation 
laboured for ſeveral Years; all which were more 
inflamed, and brought on the Popiſh Plot, the ill 
Conſequences of which we ſo ſenſibly feel at this 
very Day: That happy Unanimity, which had ce- 
_ mented the Affections of the People from the Reſta- 
ration to this Time, began to be interrupted, and 
the Nation broken into thoſe. fatal Diviſions, 1 
have never ſince been clos'd 


As PO and Send in the late Civil 
Wars, diſtinguiſh'd the two contending Parties.3 
ſo now Whig and Tory, both Names of Contempt 
and Obloquy, mutually given one another by the 
oppoſite Sides. Under the Banners of theſe two 
Factions were rang' d the Nobility, Gentry, and 
the whole Body of the People; the Whigs follow'd 
the Steps and Maxims of their Predeceſſors in 41 
the other Party, acting upon true Principles of Ho- 
nour Conſcience and Juſtice, thought themſelves 
oblig*d to defend the Monarchy, the Church, and 
fundamental Conſtitutions ; while the others, by the 
Meaſures they took, made it manifeſt to the unpre- 
judiced Part of Mankind, that they aim'd at no- 
thing leſs than the Subverſion of the eſtabliſh*'d Go- 
vernment; in order to this, they thought the beſt 
Expedient was to exclude the Duke of York from 
his Birth-right, contrary to the Cuſtom and Laws 
of England at that Time and all Hereditary Coun- 
tries: To compaſs this Deſign, the Faction drove: 


with Fury to accompliſh their own, and the Ruin 
M m of 
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of their. Country; to which End they left no Stone 


unturn' d; all their Addreſs, Cunning, and Induſtry 


were now highly neceſſary to prepare the Spirits of 


the People for ſo dangerous an Attack on their Con- 


ſtitution: But the Authority and Reputation of 


the Duke, acquir'd by his long Services to his 
Country, were too ſtrongly founded to be eaſily 


ſhaken; they thought it expedient therefore to tu- 


multuate them with Fears and Jealouſies, before 
they were capable of concurring with ſuch a Deſign ; 
in order to this, the Popiſh Plot, which broke out 
at this Time, was laid hold on, the ſecret Springs 
and Management of which Affair will very much 


puzzle Poſterity, and appear the moſt dark and 


intricate Juncture of Time in the Eugliſb Hiſtory. 
My Lord $hafifbury, who now had abandon'd the 
Intereſt of his Maſter; and, tho* loaded with Be- 
nefits, was become his mortal Enemy, was the 


chief Support of the Faction, who deſign'd the 


Ruin of the Duke; by him was encourag' d, and 
abetted, the chief Evidence who diſcover'd this 
Plot, the infamous Ti/us Oates, the moſt flagitious 
of Mankind, abandon'd in his Morals, deſperate 
in his Fortune, and every Way qualify*d to be ſub- 
ſervient to the greateſt of Villanies; in which he 
might have ſucceeded, even to the Hanging half 
the Nation, if his Senſe or Cunning had been equal 
to his Impudence and Malice, in which he perſe- 
veres to this Day, and has the Confidence to look 
in the Face of Men apd Heaven, whoſe Juſtice he 
braves by ſo long and unſhaken an Impenitence, 
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I᷑ is incredible what Ferment whe Diſerery of of 
this Plot rais'd in the Minds of the People, and 
ſeem'd to turn their Brains; nothing but Maſlacres, 
Invaſions, Legions of Pilgrims armed with black 
Bills, fill'd the Thoughts, and frighted the Imagi- 
nations of the deluded Rabble, who fancy'd every 
Breath of Wind the March of Troops, and mi- 
ſtook, in their panick Fears, Herds of Cattle for 
French e e | 


Ir is eertain, that the firſt Diſcovery was encou- 
rag' d by Charles himſelf, and the Earl of Damby, 
then Lord Treaſurer, with a Deſign to get Money 
of the Parliament; and afterwards carried on by 
my Lord Shaft/oury, who ſnatch'd the Game out 
of their Hands, declaring, that, ſince they had 
ſtarted a Hare, he would run her down: This Diſ- 
ſimulation. and little Artifice ſome Men may call 
Policy or King-craft, but Religion and Morality 
will give it another Name, and fix this Weakneſs 
and Puſillanimity among the Blemiſnes of this 
Reign, eſpecially when we conſider the diſmal Con- 
ſequences on the Lives, Honours, and Eſtates of 
ſo many Men, whoſe Innocence appear'd after- 
wards by the Conviction, on Record, of the Evi- 
dence againſt them, as well as the dying Aſſertions 
of Proteſtants as well as Catholicks, with the moſt 
ſolemn and dreadful Aſſeverations, at the Time, 
and Place, where Charity forbids us to believe Men 
dare diſſemble; otherwiſe certainly 2 can be 
Mm 2. = 
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ſo unaccountable, as that, out of ſuch a Number as 
were put to Death, not one Perſon ſhould be in- 


duc'd, by the greateſt of Temptations, to ſave 


his Life at the Expence of telling Truth; for a 
Pardon was offer'd to every individual Man, on 
Condition he would own himſelf guilty. | 


1 o this will be objected, that the. Principles of 


that Religion, in which moſt of theſe Men died, 
allow a Diſſimulation even to the laſt Gaſp; but 
Experience will demonſtrate the Falſity of this Opi- 
nion: The Catholicks, who were executed for the 
Powder Treaſon, a Villany ſo aggravated in all its 
Circumftances, as to make any Man very much 
aſham*d to own it, all ingenuouſly avow'd their 
Crime; and not only the Laity, but Garnet the 
Jeſuit, an Order not much celebrated for Sincerity, 
acknowledg' d his Guilt at the Place of Execution, 
and exhorted thoſe of his own Communion to take 


Warning by his Example : Beſides this, we have a 
freſher Inſtance very lately in thoſe Roman Catho- 


licks who were executed for the Aſſaſſination-Plot, 
who, by the frank Confeſſion which they made, 
muſt convince the World, that they thought them- 


ſelves oblig'd to tell Truth when they came to die: 


This Ingenuity has given as great a Blow to the 
Credit of Oates, as that Cloud of irreproachable 
0 e who ſo clearly 2 his Perjuries: | 


een G the other Victims, my Lord Stafford 


was facrific'd at this Time: This Nobleman, tho; 
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by his Character and Manner of Life, he was the 
leaſt qualify*d for the Poſt aſcrib' d to him, or likely 


to be engaged in ſuch a Deſign,” was nevertheleſs 


pick d out of the other Lords, to give the greater 


Credit to the Plot, by the Opinion which the Fac- 


tion had of his Inability to defend himſelf: But 


ſuch is the Power of Truth, and Rhetorick of In- 


nocence, that never was a more noble 


made by any Perſon, whoſe Parts and Education had 


not more qualify' d him for ſuch an unequal Cum- 
bat, againſt the Law, Chicanery, and Learning of 
his violent, and numerous Proſecutors, who baited 


the poor Old Man ſo many Days together: Never- 


theleſs, ſuch was his Fate, tho? he had the Misfor- 
tune to be condemn*d, he had the Satisfaction and 


Happineſs to die innocent; for a Proof of which, 


ſoon afterward, when the Eyes of the Nation began 


to be open'd, his Caſe appear d ſo; hard, that the 


very Tribunal who condemn'd him, that Part of 
the Legiſlature who had been his Judges, thought 


themſelves oblig'd in Honour and Conſcience to do 
| Juſtice to his Family by reverſing his Attainder : 


As for thoſe who had the Misfortune to be his 
Judges and condemn him, / conſidering the Abſur- 
dity, Contradiction, and moral Impoſſibilities of 
the Evidence againſt him, they are very. much 
oblig*d to the Charity of thoſe, who have a better 


Opinion of their Honeſty than Good Senſe. my 


Bo r tho Men of the beſt Senſe, and Knowledge 
of the World, were juſtly ſtartled at ſome Ab- 
ſurdities 
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ſurdities of this Story; however the Faction had the 
main End of their Deſign in deceiving the Majo- 
rity, who now, full of theſe ill Impreſſions, were 
in a fit Temper to violate the Laws of their Coun- 
try, the ancient Conſtitution, and the Principles of 
common Juſtice, by concurring to the Ruin of a 
Prince, whom his Enemies had branded with the 
Guilt of Treaſon and Parricide: To this End, the 
long Parliament, which had ſat eighteen Years, was 

diffolv*d by the Intrigues of the Faction, who knew 


them not ſtaunch enough to join in the Subverſion 


of a Conſtitution, of whoſe happy Reſtoration they 
they had been Witneſſes. 


Tur ſucceeding Pea —ofifiſted: of Men, 
whoſe Principles made them more proper for ſuch 
a Turn; upon which the Bill of Excluſion was 
brought into the Houſe of Commons; notwith- 
ſtanding the King endeavour'd with all his Intereſt | 
and Authority to diſcountenance that unprecedented 


Proceeding, which he was fatisfy'd, thro* the 


Sides of his Brother, aim'd at himſelf : Never any 


Times had ſo much the Air of 41 as this Juncture, 
when we conſider the Rage, Obſtinacy and Power 


of the Faction, the Precariouſneſs of the King's 
Circumſtances, and the imminent Dangers that 
threaten'd both his Authority and Perſon, upon a 
Refuſal to gratify their unreaſonable Demands ; ſo 
that there only wanted an Incapacity in the Crown 
to diſſolve the Parliament, to have involv'd us 


again in the ſame Calamities. 
Tux 
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TD HE WEN finding 50 1 a Lemper in his Par- 
liaments at this Time, left no Expedient untry d 
to moderate their Fury; he firſt ſent his Brother 
into Flanders, and afterwards - into Scotland, in 
Hopes that his Abſence would cool the Rage and 
Malice of his Enemies: With both theſe Kinds of 
Baniſhment, notwithſtanding his Removal might 
prove ſo detrimental to his Intereſt in ſuch a 
Juncture, the Duke readily comply*d, that he 
might convince the World how well he underſtood 
to diſcharge every Office of Life, by ſhewing 
himſelf now the moſt obedient of Subjects, as he 
prov'd afterwards the beſt of Maſters. But the 
King found himſelf miſtaken ; the Abſence of his 
Brother, inſtead of qualifying the Rancour againſt 
him, encourag'd his Enemies to purſue him with 
greater Violence; ſo that now he ſaw his Error, in 
applying Lenitives and Fomentations, where only 
Inciſions and Corrofives could prevail; he had to 
do with a Faction, whom Compliance and Gentle- 
neſs made inſolent, and the contrary Treatment 
ſubmiſſive; nothing but that Firmneſs, and Reſo- 
lution, which Experience and Neceſſity oblig'd 
him afterwards to uſe, could obviate the Danger, 
and quell the Sedition, which now grew more out- 
rageous; the Bill of Excluſion had paſs'd the 
Lower Houſe, and was ſent up to the Lords, where 
it miſcarried by the Piety, Honeſty and Courage, 
of the Biſhops, whoſe Principles, at that Time 


thought the Characteriſticks of the Church of Eng- 
land, 


£78 A SHORT VIEW, e. 
land, we have ſince ſeen turn'd into Ridicule by the 
impious Buffoonry of a Set of Men, who are de- 
clar'd Enemies to all Reveal'd Religion, and con- 
ſequently to the nobleſt Doctrine of Chriſtianity. 
Violence, Menaces, and Tumults were not the only 
Engines the Faction employed to batter the King's 
Conftancy z they attack*d him on the weaker Side, 


and laid hold on his moſt dangerous Paſſion, to de- 


ſtroy his Honour and Canſtiences the Ducheſs of 
Portſmouth was brib' d into the Intereſt of the Cabal, 

whoſe repeated Aſſaults gave the King an Oppor- 
tunity to ſhew the World a Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, which partly won d for hu other Weak- 
neſſes. 
CHARLES, finding all Methods ineffectual to 
reduce his People thus tumultuated, reſolv'd to 
diſſolve the Parliament, and call no more at Ve- 


| minſter, where the Neighbourhood of ſo populous, 


opulent, and ſeditious a City ſupported the Inſolence 


of the Faction. Oxford therefore was thought the 
moſt proper Place after London to receive | ſuch. 
Numbers, by reaſon of the Schools, and other pub- 
lick Buildings, that could eaſily contain both Houſes 
of Parliament; beſides, the Scholars, at this Time 
firm in their Principles, were almoſt unanimous on 


the Royal Side, and might help to defend the 
King, it attack'd by the Faction, as he had Juſt 
Reaſon to i 
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T Change of Air could not cure a radicated 
Diſtemper ; the Poiſon had ſpread too wide, and 
taken too ſtrong Hold to be eaſily expell'd ; the 
Maſtminſter Sedition equally rag'd at. Oxford; the 
Bill of Excluſion was reſum'd, and the ſame violent 
Methods purſu*d : This Conduct in the Parliament 
convinc'd the King, that there was a Neceſlity of 
taking other Courſes; and now there only wanted 
Rehe to produce the moſt happy Event: This 
noble Quality after ſome Struggle having once ac- 
quir'd, the Parliament having ſat but a ** Days, 
he unexpectedly appear d in the Houſe of Lords, 
and ſending for the Commons, with an unuſual Air 
of Briſkneſs and Authority in his Countenance, 
with one Blaſt of his Breath, ſcatter d and annihila- 
ted the F nn, 


NEVER was ſuch Conf aka; ſuch a Conſter- 
nation, as appear'd in the Faces of theſe guilty 
Men, who, through Conſcience of their own ill De- 
ſigns, were now apprehenſive of the ſame Dangers 
they had prepared for others: This happy Diſſolu- 
tion reſtor*d the King to his juſt Authority, and 
the Nation to that Quiet, which had ſo long before 
been interrupted by theſe fatal Seditions. 


Taz Party, thus thunder-ſtruck and aſtoniſh'd, 
thifted every one for himſelf in the laſt Confuſion 3 
ſo that by this fortunate Surprize was prevented 
their flagitious Deſign of ſeizing the King's Perſon 
at this Meeting 4 z in which Attempt, tho* probably 

N n 2 they 
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| they might have ſucceeded, by the vaſt arm'd Re- 
tinue which all the conſiderable Men of the Party 
brought with them, fo as to make this Aſſembly 
have more the Air of a Poli tumultuary Diet, than 
a peaceable Engliſh Parliament; however, they 


juſtly apprehended, that this barefaced Violence 
offer d to the King's Perſon might open the Eyes 


of the Nation, who, returning to a Senſe of their 


Duty, would think themſelves obliged to reſcue 
their Prince. To obviate this Danger, they had 
a Reſerve left, which was the Aſſiſtance of an 
Army and General from Holland to have ſupported 
their Deſigns, on the Pretence of ſecuring the Pro- 
teſtant Religion; but, all being quaſh*d by the un- 
expected Diffolution of this Parliament, that de- 
ſign'd Revolution was deferred for ſome few Years : 
By this we may ſee, how ealy it is for a King of 


England to be Maſter, when he acts with Reſolution 


on a right Bottom, the Vindication of his juſt Pre- 
rogative and legal Authority. Wonderful were the 
Effects of this Conduct in Charles, who by giving 
the ill Humours Time to ſubſide; and calling no 
more Parliaments during this great Ferment, made 
the reſt of his Life appear the only Part of his 


eg 


T 1 1s fatal Blow, given to the Faction, broke all 
their Meaſures, and made the Nation return to their 
Senfes, who, ſeeing the villainous Deſigns of their 
factious Leaders, from every Part of the three 
2 by the moſt ſolemn Addreſſes teſtify'd 


their - 
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their Aha of ſuch Men and a J 
had almoſt led them to the Brink of Deſtruction. - 


Tae following Scenes of The King's Life were 


uninterrupted by any Troubles or Misfortunes, for 


he had no ſooner convinced his People that he knew 

how to govern, but they ſoon ſhew'd him they 
knew how to obey; ſo that nothing of Moment 
happen'd afterwards, but the Whig or Fanatick 
Plot, in the Year 83, one of the moſt impious and 


execrable Treaſons that ever harbour'd in the 


Breaſts of Engliſo Men; being no leſs than a De- 
ſign to aſſaſſinate the Royal Brothers at one Time, 

in their Return from New-market : Of this Affair 
it will be unneceſſary to give any further Account, 


ſince the World has been obliged with a particular 
Hiſtory of this Conſpiracy from the Pen of a cele- 


brated Author, the preſent Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
who, to the Dignity of his Profeſſion, and the 
Qualifications of a great Divine, has added the 
Embelliſhment of politer Letters; but, what is 
more to his Honour, has all along continued firm 
to the Noble Principles of that Church, who has 
not in all Ages had the beſt Friends to her Diſci- 
Pine and Morals, with Mitres on their Heads. 


ISHaIIL therefore only make one Remark on this 
Subject: Tho' the Truth of this Conſpiracy was 
confirm'd by the dying Words of every Criminal 
executed for it , nevertheleſs that abandon'd. Party 


were ſo harden'd to all Senſe of Shame, as to call 


N n 2 it 
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ita Shem-Plot at this Time : My Lord Ruſſel him- 


ſelf pleaded Miſpriſion, by which he acknowledged 
the Truth of the Deſign, tho* he prevaricated, and 
pretended not to conſent to the projected Inſurrecti- 


on and Rebellion which was carrying on by the 


Council of Six, of which Number tho' he was not 
one, yet they aſſembled at his Houſe, and he was 
preſent at all thoſe Councils; while another Clafs of 


Miſcreants, who mov'd in an inferior Orb, manag'd 


the intended A ſſaſſination at the Rye-Houſe, which, 
it is to be hop'd in Charity, was unknown to the 
others, ſince they were not charg'd with that Part 


of the Conſpiracy at their Trials: But notwithſtand- | 


ing they had the Aſſurance to deny it at the Time, 
in leſs than fix Years we heard the fame Men, with 
another Sort of Impudence, glory in the Share they 
had in this horrid Treaſon; Sincerity not being 
dangerous lately, when it was thought no grear 
Crime to have kill'd King Charles and the Duke of 
York, and when the Attainder of Perſons, who 
own'd their Guilt with their laſt Breath, have been 


reverſed ; when Regicides attainted by Parliament 


have been ſent for over, in order to be employ'd; 


and when that monſtrous Cabal of Miſcreants, the 


Calves-Head-Club, have the Impudence to celebrate 
their execrable Reſtival in the Heart of the capital 
City, and under the Noſe of the Magiſtrate, on the 

very Day ſet apart by the Piety of the Legiſlature, 
to deprecate the divine Vengeance impending on the 
Guilt of Royal and Innocent Blood. 
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Tur reſt of Charles's Days, after this great 
Eſcape, were a continual Triumph; nothing but 
Congratulations of his Safety, and Expreſſions of 
the People's Tenderneſs for his Perſon ; when thus 
Maſter of his Wiſhes, and the happy Governor. of 
an obedient People, he was ſnatch*d away in the 
55ta Yearof his Age, from the Embraces of his 
Subjects, by a violent Fit of an Apoplexy, in the 
Agony of which he lay from Monday till Friday, 
and then expired; leaving, by his prudent « Conduct 
in the laſt four Years of his Reign, a peacrable 
Poſſeſſion of his Throne to his Brother the Puke of 
Tork. It has been an Opinion too generally re- 
ceived, that this Prince was poiſon'd ; but, there ap- 
pearing no ſuch Symptoms of Violence as to con- 
vince the World, we ought in Charity to ſuſpend 
the Belief of ſuch a Wickedneſs till we have better 
Teſtimony ; beſides,” it is very improbable, if the 
Deliquium into which he fell, upon his firſt being 
ſeiz d, had been the Effect of Poiſon, that ever he 
would have come to himſelf on Bleeding, which 
would have had a contrary Operation, and, hs draw- 
ing the Malignity further into the Veſſels, have im- 

mediately extinguiſh*d Life, 


SUCH was the Reign of Charles the Snot aw 
whom, no Prince was ever more deeply rooted in 
the Affections of his People, of which the univer- 
ſal Conſternation on his firſt Sickneſs is an undenia- 


ble Proof; for, during the Time that his Recovery 


was doubtful, the CHEN were conſtantly filled 
with 
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with Votaries, who aſſaulted Heaven with a holy 


Kind of Violence, in Hopes their Petitions might 


extend a Life ſo dear to his Feople; nay, the very 


Fanaticks themſelves came in for a Share, and now 


deſired a Prolongation of that Breath, which their 
Madneſs and Ingratitude would have intercepted be- 
fore : But, when the News of his Death Was con- 
firm'd, it is impoſſible to expreſs the univerſal Con- 
cern that appeared in the Faces of all Ranks, Con- 
ditions, and Religions, Enemies as well as Friends, 
who all lay e in the common Gier 


[ 1684-5. ] 


SAINT ſuch a Loſs, nothing could 
Ie ſupport, but the good Opinion and 
Hopes of his Hluftrious Succeſſor the 
— Duke of York, who aſcended the 
Throne with all imaginable Advantages, Reputation 
Abroad, and the Eſteem of his People at Home, 
contraſted by a long Contemplation of ſo many 
Virtues, of which this is a plain Demonſtration, 
that he was not more hated, than eſteemꝰ q, even 

by his Enemies themſelves. - 
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to venture too near the Heels of Truth however, 


we muſt be very unjuſt, if we deny Fames the Second 


any one Quality to make a Prince great and his 


Subjects happy; for he poſſeſs' d ſeveral Talents 
that are uncommon to Men reputed of greater 
Parts; he was a Commiſſioner in his Navy-Office; 
as well as an Admiral on board his Fleet, a Teller 
in his Exchequer, a Carpenter in his Docks and 
Yards, and a Commiſſary, as well as General at 
che Head of his Armies; ſo that we may venturt 
to affirm, that he underſtood the Mechanick Part 
of Government better than any King of England, 
to which muſt be added, à natural Frugality in his 
Temper, the moſt neceſſary Quality to make a 
Prince conſiderable, by being leſs. dependant, and 


at the ſame Time his Subjects eaſy, by being lets 


hable to Taxes 5 87 8 the” "I of their 
Prince. 


THE Ancients have taken the Pains to jo 
the Sayings of wiſe and great Men: Plutarch has 


made a very large Collection; but, among all his 


Apophthegms, there is not one fo much deſerves to 
be written in golden Capitals, as what this Prince 
{aid on a certain Occafion: Juſt upon his Actefiion 
to the Throne, he received tas Share of a Dividend 
in the African Company, in which. he was an Ad- 
venturer as a private Man; after he had look*d 
over the Account, and given a Receipt to the 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman who brought him the Money, which 
was no more than 500 J. as he was putting it into 


his ſtrong Box, he told him, That this Money, thus 


honeſtly gotten, did bim more Good than if a Par- 


had been of the ſame Opinion, we ſhould. not at 


this Day be ed in an  incxcricable Wa of ws 
a iN MELTED en 


Walt: 


Md ＋ r which will 3 bis Memdey 
was, that unextinguiſhable Affection which he bore 


to his native Country, whoſe Honour and Welfare 


were always his deareſt Concern; that Paſſion 
ſeem' d eſſential to his very Being, and ſo deeply 
impreſs' d, that no ill Uſage could deface. Of this 


Goodneſs there are a great many Inſtances to be 
given; but I ſhall trouble the Reader with no more 


than one: When he was at Dublin, the French Am- 
baſſador, the Count Devaux, came tranſported to 


tell him the News, that his Maſter's F leet, under 


Monſieur Chateaurenaud, had defeated the Eugliſb 
in Bantry Bay; inſtead of being pleaſed, he let fall 


the Air of his Countenance, and coldly anſwer'd; 


It is then the firſt Time: So much was the Honour 
of his Country dearer to him, than his own im- 
mediate Intereſt. There are a great, many more 


Examples of the ſame Kind; all which, conſider- 


ing the Dependance and Precariouſneſs of his Cir- 
cumſtances in Exile, made his Conduct in this onę 
Point appear more generous than prudent. 


How 
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M. ow a \ Prince 1 8 58 0 x many When 
tame to be unfortunate, we muſt now conſider: 
There can be but one Cauſe aſſign'd, which is ob- 
vious to all, his Misfortune in being of a different 
Religion from his Country, the only Obſtruction to 
his own, as well as the Felicity of his People; 
otherwiſe he had gone to the Grave loaded with Be- 
nedictions, and recom mended to the Veneration of 
future Ages. However, the Difference of Religion 
| would not have been ſo fatal, if he had not had to 
do with ſome People, who made it appear, that 
they had none at all; if a Violation of all Obliga- 
tions divine and moral, by an unparallePd Ingrati- 
rude, is a Sign, of being abandon'd to the laſt Im- 
piety 3 ſome carrying their Contempt of Heaven 
ſo far, as to diſſemble with their God, and change 
their Religion, that they might have the better Op- 
portunity to irppoſe on, and betray their King. 


By the Counſel ad Advice: of cheſe 1 to 
whoſe Conduct he had entirely reſign'd himſelf, 
was this well- meaning Prince put upon all thoſe 
unhappy Meaſures which ended in his Ruin; fo 
that we may venture to aſſert, that the Miſcarriages 
of King James were not the Cauſes of the Revolu- 
tion, but the Deſign of a Revolution the Cauſe of 
his Miſcarriages; ſo long have we miſtaken one for 
another : The Truth of this is evident by the Con- 
ſequences ; for whereas the Laws of England aſſert, 


that the King can do no Wrong, and make his 
Oo | Miniſters 


* 
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Miniſters only accountable, in this Caſe the King 
alone was nen and the evil Counſellors SF: 


NEVER any "OY with b a Begin- 
ning, had ſo ſad a Cataſtrophe: His Father's very 
Acceſſion was encounter d with thoſe ill Omens by 
the Diſaffection and Stubbornneſs of his firſt Par- 
liament, as preſaged his enſuing Misfortunes; but 
here, on the contrary, was a mutual Strife whether 
the King ſhould be more Gracious, or his People 
more b eee | 


Bu r it was not long before thiskappy Profpett 
was interrupted by the Rebellion of the Duke of 
Monmouth, who, in the preceding Reign, ſeduced. 
by the Artifices of a Faction, was alienated in his 
Affections from King Charles, and had violated 
that Duty which he owed to the beſt of Fathers. 
That Party of Men made Uſe of the Weakneſs 
they found in this Nobleman, to flatter his Hopes 
of ſucceeding to the Crown, as they alſo engaged in 
their Intereſt another Prince on the ſame Proſpect, 
tho' the real Advantage of either was the leaft of 
their Thoughts at this Time, who had no other 


Deſign now but a Common- wealth; however, they 
laid hold on the Vanity and Folly of one, and the 
Ambition of the other, to make them both ſubſer- 
vient to their Deſigns. 


TAE 


Tu King was hardly ſettled on his Throne, 
when the Duke of Monmouth, hurried on by his 
evil Genius, too readily hearken'd to the pernicious 
Advice of the Fugitives about his Perſon: : Thoſe 
Men, under equal ill Circumſtances | 
- himſelf, thought they might mend, uld 
ſpoil their Fortunes by the moſt- deſperate Attempt; | 
on which Conſideration, they puſh'd him on this 
Enterprize, for which he was not well prepar'd; 
for with a few Arms, and an inconſiderable Sum of 
Money lent by a Friend at the Hague, he landed 
at Lime in Dorſerſbire, attended by about eighty 
Perſons ; after which, marching into the Country, 
he found great Numbers of the common People 
reſort to his Banners; theſe made a great but tu 
multuary Force, undiſciplined, and worſe ar 
while the King prepared to ſuppreſs them; for be- 
ing advertiſed of the deſigned Invaſion, by the 
ſame Perſon who had rigged out his Enemy, he 
had ſent the Duke of Albemarle into the Heft, to 
be ready with the Militia againſt the Time of the 
expected Deſcent : This Precaution hinder'd great 
Numbers from reſorting to Monmouth ; neverthe · 
leſs, in a few Days, he found himſelf at the Head 
of an Army conſiderable enough to ſupport his 
Hopes: Upon this he pull'd off the Maſk, and 
aſſum'd the Title of King, tho* he could have no 
Sort of Pretence, the King his Father having. ſo 
publickly and ſolemnly diſavow'd any Manner of 
HO with his Mother. 
O o 2 Tris 
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= Nan  Pageantry-of the Due in 6 Anm 
"i | the. Title of King, univerſally ſurpriz'd; eſpe⸗ 
| cially in Holland, where he had promiſed other 
Things at his Departure; the Prince of Orange, 
whoſe Wife was preſumptive Heir, had too near 
an Intereſt not to be alarm'd at this new. Meteor 
of Majeſty, that interpos'd between him and his 
Hopes of a Crown: On this he hurried over the 
King's Forces in the Service of Holland, which 
were deny'd before, and by repeated Mef- 
ſages aſſur'd his Father-in-law, how much he was 
devoted to his Service, offering at the' fame Time 
to come over, and in Perſon command his Troops 
againſt the Duke of Monmouth; but the King, 
through his Experience of the World, thinking the 
Remedy more dangerous than the Diſeaſe, civilly 
excus'd himſelf from receiving this Compliment ; 
the following Succeſs confirm*®d the King's Conduct 
in this Point; the Duke was defeated without ſo 
dangerous an Auxiliary, and, being upon his firſt 
Landing attainted by Parliament, was ſoon after ex- 
ecuted, having firſt made ſome Advances to diſ- 
cover Deſigns, the Knowledge of which might 
have prevented Dangers that proved afterwards ſo 
fatal: But the King's ill Star, and the Guilt of 
ſome about him, prevented this Ecclairciſſement. 
At the ſame Time the brave, but unfortunate Earl 
of Argyle, as he call'd himſelf, when taken, in Con- 
cert with the Duke of Monmouth, was in Arms in 
Scotland, but with no better Succeſs; this Noble- 
1 man, - 
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man, _ reaſon of ſome very ſevere T reatment, 
not to ſay worſe, in the preceding Reign, was by 


much the moſt excuſable, and moſt to be pity d 
of any who drew a Sword in this Quareel; never- 
rr be ee in the _— | 


TI 4 Spee "of cheſs” two lab ca 
ſeem'd to rivet the King on his Throne; but ſuch 
is the Power of Deſtiny, that here we muſt end the 
Halcyon Days of this Reign, which laſted but a 
few Months. Afterwards began to riſe thoſe 
Clouds which ſhadow'd the Luſtre of ſo auſpi- 
cious a Beginning, and at laſt involv*d this Prince, 


in that long Night of Troubles and Calamities, out 


of which he was never able to extricate himſelf; 

his Miniſters, -who aim'd at nothing leſs than the 
Service and I ntereſt of their Maſter, laid hold on 
that unlucky Zeal, which they found in this Prince 
to put him upon all thoſe fatal Meaſures which 
finiſh*d his Ruin: This Principle, without which 

no-body can be a good Man, in ourſelves we call 
Piety, and, when we find it in thoſe of another Per- 
ſuaſion, we give it another Name; by an Abuſe 
of this Warmth in the King, theſe Men with a De- 


ſign to make him odious, introduced a Jeſuit i into the 
Council, an Order even obnoxious in Catholick 


Countries. This pernicious Advice the King's 
own Reaſon and the Intereſt of the Queen, for 
three Weeks together, oppoſed ; but at laſt over- 


borne by the Importunity of thoſe, who deſign*d ta 


pave the Way for a Revolution, he ſubmitted to 


his 
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his Fate in this Point, -_—_ 2 in che oder e 


gular Proceedings, cor 
TAN Generaliey of Mankind . jodge & 


Cauſes, by the outward Appearance of Things. 


This made the ignorant Part of the World generally 
lay the Blame of all Miſcarriages at the Door of 
the Prieſts and the Queen, whom they accuſed of 
puſhing the King upon all his unhappy Meaſures, 
But this was a very great Miſtake, the Prieſts were 
only Tools and ſubſervient Inſtruments to one 


Man, who ſolely and abſolutely ſway'd all; and 
was the only Spring which moved the whole Ma- 


chine of Government. 


As for the Queen, the 4 Account wi : 


do Juſtice to that injur*d Princeſs. As ſoon as it 
was known, that there was a Deſign to bring Fa- 
ther Petre into the Council, the Queen, being very 
much alarm'd, ſent to all the Roman Catholick 
Lords then in Town to come to her : Theſe were 
Petre, Powis, Arundel of Wardour, Bellafis, and 


Peterborough. When they came ſhe told them, that : 


ſome People were going to ruin the King by bring- 
ing a Jeſuit into the Privy-Council ; upon which, 
ſhe conjured them to go in a Body to the King, 
and, by laying the diſmal Conſequences before him, 
endeavour to divert him from that fatal Deſign, 


telling them at the ſame Time, that ſhe would be | ; 


at Hand to ſecond them, My Lord Peterborough 
Was Groom of the Stole and in very ak Con- 
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fidence with his Ring,” for which Reaſon the Lords 
deputed him to know his Pleaſure, when they 
ſhould! wait upon him. The King immediately 
—— them to come to the Back- Stairs ar Four 

oon: The Lords ſaid all that was pro- 
| Occafion, and very wartnly expoſtu- 
lacediwith him, when the Queen; according to her 
Promiſe, the Door being only put to, enters the 
Room, and, falling upon one Knee, laid hold on 
the Lappets of the King's Coat to ſupport her; 
then, burſting into a Torrent of Tears, for ſome 
Time” could not ſpeak ; affoon as. ſhe recover d. 
herfelf, ſhe moſt pathetically conjured him, for the. 


Love of God, to hearken to thoſe. honeſt Gentle- 1 


men, who, being all of his own Religion, could 
have no other Intereſt but his, and who, having ſo 
great Stakes to lofe, muſt give him better Advice 
than thoſe who would bring a Jeſuit into his Coun- 

cils: Believe, Sir, ſays She, whoever gives you this- 
Advice deſigns to cut your Throat; it is ſetting your 

People at open Defiance, and will make them have no 

longer Patience: I tremble at the Conſequences. The 
King ſeem'd a little confounded, he lifted up the 
Queen, and told her, Sweet-beart, I thank- you, 

and you my Lords, I take it. kindly, and will. confider 

of what you have ſaid to me. 


Tuis ſtopp'd the Deſign for ſome Time, and 
made them. hope, that they had quaſl'd it: But 
one Perſon, who had more Influence than all toge- 


ther, rallied all the Power he had over the Spirit of 


the 
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the King and carried his Point in ſpite of the Queen: 
and all his true Friends. The ſame Perſon, by che on 
| Sanction of his Poſt, the more to inflame the 
People, told i it to the World in-the London Gazette. 
in theſe pompous, Words. Whitehall. This. Day 
the Honourable and, Reverend Father Edward: * 


of 1 the Society of Feſus, Was en od 018. N 


Bis _ at the Board. No . can 3 | 
me believe he could do this - with any other View. 
but to ruin his Maſter by exafperating the Nation. 
This would have been more unaccountable, if we 
had not ſeen the ſame Perſon in the ſucceeding 
Reign veſted with a white Staff and behind the Cur- 
tain for ſome Time govern as much as before, till 
he was removed by the Murmurs of the People. 
This foregoing Account was ſo well known at the 
Time by thoſe who were converſant at Court, that 
notwithſtanding it is ſo long ago, there muſt. be 
ſome full alive who remember it. | 


In lean to that other ub p Incident, the 
ſending of the Biſhops to the Tower, which did 
more harm than all the reſt, the World cannot think 
the King ſo unjuſtifiable, when they know the 
Truth of that Matter; it is certain they went to 
Priſon, whether he would or no; for being offer'd 
and preſs'd to give Bond for, their Appearance, or 
to be Bail for one another, they abſolutely refus'd 


both; after Denying this Satisfaction, and ſuch con- 
temptuous Treatment of their Prince, What could 
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he do leſs than confine Men who would not accept 
Liberty? They thought fit afterward to give Bail, 
when in the Tower; and why it ſhould be more- 
againſt the Privilege of Peers to give Security to 
the Council-board, than to the ordinary Courts of 
Juſtice, is hard to conceive. - This made the diſ- 
cerning Part of the World very juſily ſuſpect, that 
theſe well-meaning Men were trick*d and put upon 
going to Priſon, by the Artifices of ſome ill Per- 


ſons, merely to ruin the King in the Affettions of 


his People, and to give a Handle for Reflections 
on a certain great Event, which was then 1 ex- 
pected, and eee ſoon after happen'd. 


Nos was this the only little Indignity put upon 
the King at this Time: Heſeem'd to be inſulted 
at their Trial, by being obliged not only to prove 
their Hand-writing, but even the Delivery of the 
very Paper, which they had given with their own 
Hands, and had acknowledg'd to be theirs before 
the Council, This gave great Matter of Triumph, 
and was no ſmall Jeſt to the numerous Spectators in 


the Court and Weſtminſter-Hall, who laugh'd at the 
King upon this Occaſion: How far this Conduct 


was conſiſtent with common Ingenuity and Can- 
dour, I ſhall notdetermine. But, if what they had 
done was juſtifiable before God and Man, this little 
Subterfuge ſo much below the Dignity of their 
Character, and inconſiſtent with the Sincerity and 


_ SanRtity of Apoſtles, was initſelf an Act immoral: 


80 that, 1 in their Caſe, nothing, but the Danger and- 
"* Conſcience 
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Conſcience of being in the ee could make tem; 


in the ern to deny it. 


* 


W HAT more aggravated their ill Condud, i in this 
Affair of the Petition, was Printing it; without 


which, it is highly probable, there would have been 


no Proſecution, All agreed, that it muſt have been 


in the Preſs, if not before, by the Time it was deli - 
ver'd to the King, which was about Fi ive in the 
Afternoon, and it came out that very Night at 
Twelve, and was ſo bawl'd and roar'd through the 
Streets by the Hawkers, that People roſe out of, 
their Beds to buy it. As the Copy could not be 
well obtain'd without their Knowledge, they were 
guilty of the Publication; and if it was factious, as 


ſome very great Lawyers declar*d, they cannot be 


abſolv*d from the Crime of Gperhag Sedition. 


—_— 


I MENTION not this out of any Diſreſpect, or 
ill will, to thoſe good Men; ſome of them are dead, 
and I honour and revere their Memories, being 


ſatisfy*d they made ſufficient Atonement for this 


Infirmity, in ſacrificing their All, as well as for that 
other falſe Step in refuſing to do Juſtice to the King 


and themſelves, in declaring their Innocence of a 


Crime, no leſs than High-Treaſon, of which all the 
World knows they were not guilty ; for, when tlie 


King ſhew'd them the Prince of Orange's Mani- 


teſto, in which he declar'd, that he was invited by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, they refus'd to 


aſſert their own Innocence, or dilavow the Invaſion. 
1 know 


Truth, 
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I know] it will be objected, that ig could not be 
certain how far the Prince of Orange might be in- 
jur' d, and his Pretences juſt: But natural Allegiance 


and the Laws of England, as well as all other Coun- 


tries, oblige the Subject to ſupport and defend his 
Prince, tho? he is never ſo much in the Wrong, 


in any Diſpute with a foreign Power, of which 


private Men are not Judges: And it could not 
proceed from any Tenderneſs of Conſcience in this 
Point, becauſe the ſame Perſons, except two who 
had comply' d with the Times, ſoon after the Re- 


volution, upon an, Alarm of an Invaſion by the 


late King James, being accus'd by an anonymous 


Scribler of having invited him, of their own Ac- 


cord, unaſk'd by the Government, or any body 
elſe, met at Lambeth, and fign'd an Abhorrence of 
any Invaſion; the Pretenſions in this Caſe were 
equally known to them and all the World: If they 
thought them juſt, Why did they abhor them? If 


otherwiſe, Why did they refuſe the Oaths to the 


Government ? But theſe Infirmities were more ex- 


cuſable in Men, moſt of them bred in their Studies 
and unacquainted with the greater World, which 


render'd them more liable to be carried away by the 
popular Torrent, and expos'd to the Craft and 


| Cunning of defigning Men, who made them their 


Tools and impos'd upon them: I would willingly 
have drawn a Veil over this Part of the Story and 


buried it in Oblivion, if I had not been obliged, as 


an Hiſtorian, to do e to the King and 
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Tu Diſſenters at the fame T ime ran into all 
the Meaſures of the Court, promis'd the King 
every Thing he ask'd; while at. the ſame Time, 


underhand, they exaſperated the Reſentments of 
the Church: No Wonder a Prince thus beſet ſhould 


miſcarry, whoſe Creatures and Confidents betray d 
him, whoſe Friends deſerted him, while his open 


Enemies oppreſs'd him: The Toleration of Reli- 
gion, which he gave to his diſſenting Subjects out 
of a Principle of Juſtice in his Temper, in looking 
upon himſelf the common Father of his People, as 
it was the moſt illegal Action, in aſſuming a diſ- 
penſing Power not warranted by our Conſtitution, 
ſo it had the moſt fatal Conſequences by detaching 
the Church of . England from his Intereſt, whoſe 
avow'd Principles only taught and inclin'd them to 


ſupport him: As for thoſe of his own Commu- 


nion, they wanted Numbers and Credit to do much 
Service; but his domeſtick Enemies could never 
have compaſſed his Ruin, without a general Con- 
currence from Abroad; a great Part of the Catho- 
lick World was confederated, to deſtroy the firſt 
Prince of their own Religion which had ſat upon 
the Throne of England for near an hundred and 
fifty Years; the King of Spain, notwithſtanding 
his Title of Moſt Catholick, the good Emperor, 
who every Month lies at the Feet of a Jeſuit, and 
his Holineſs himſelf, all concurred to the Ruin of 


2 Prince, whoſe fatal Honeſty made his Intereſt 


and cheirs incompatible. 
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IT is certain, the firſt Deſign. of ruining King 
James, tho* form'd in the Stone-Gallery * at 
Whitehall, was afterwards chiefly manag' d at the 
Courts of Madrid and Vienna, and at laſt brought 
to Perfection in the Conſiſtory at Rome, being the 
firſt and only Popiſh Plot that ever ſucceeded in 
England: By this we may conjecture, that a certain 
Reverend Perſon made not a Tour into 7aly upon 
noother Account but to banter the World with Ro- 


mantick Relations of his Travels; as alſo it is plain, 


that we are in leſs Danger than we apprehend from 
the Zeal of that Church, who, for ought we ſee, is 
as cool as her Neighhoun | in her Spiritual Concerns, 
when her Temporal Intereſt comes in the Way. 


* 


TRE univerſal Diſcontents in England gave too 


favourable an Opportunity to the King's Enemies 


not to be improv'd; a certain neighbouring Com- 


mon-wealth, who always look'd upon the Proſpe- 


rity of England with an Eye of Envy, was. not 


without Reaſon alarm*d, to ſee a Prince upon that 


Throne, of whoſe Courage, and-other great Qua- 
lities, they had made ſo dear an Experiment; they 
could not without melancholy Reflections obſerve 
that Genius in this King, to improve the Trade, 
Riches, and Intereſts of his Country ; they ſaw, 


with Admiration, that great Oeconomy in the Ma- 
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nagement of his Revenues, by which he was enabled 


to pay and cloath an Army of above 14000 Men, 
upon a better Eſtabliſhment than moſt 1 in Europe, 
vithout burthening his People with a Tax of a 


Shilling; but what moſt of all rais'd their Jea- 
louſy, was that indefatigable Application, which 
they perceiv'd i in this Prince, to increaſe” his Naval 
Power. beyond the greateſt Efforts of his Prede- 


ceſſors. 8 


All theſe juſt Reflections could not fail to diſ- 


poſe a People, not over-nice in Punctilio's, to un- 


dermine that Virtue, which they had not the Cou- 
rage openly to attack; from theſe Motives of Inte- 
reſt has reſulted that innate and inſuperable Averſion 
which they have always borne to the Engliſh Nation, 
whom they look upon as their only dangerous 
Rivals in the Trade of the World, and ſhe this 


Reaſon have ſlip'd no Opportunity of ruining a 


People, whom they hate for being ee and de- 


ſpiſe for being unreveng 'd. 


AFFailrs being in this ill Condition at Home, 


and ſuch the Diſpoſition of our Neighbours to- 
wards us Abroad, there happen'd an Incident which 
compleated the King's Ruin; this was the Birth of 


a Son in the Year 88; fo that Poſterity, which is 


generally a Support to other Royal Families, de- 
. ſtroy'd King James; for, if this had not happen'd, 
tho* our Fears, and Apprehenſions, had been as 


Mo as they were great, we might have call'd out 
long 
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long ns for Help, before any i wot have 
come; Mankind always were, and — will be 


end v7 their own . Intereſt. 


"EM; F Compliments upon this Oesch "IN all 
the Courts in Europe, eſpecially the. Hague, were 
ſcarce over, and the King return'd to himſelf from 


the Tranſports of Joy, which the Thoughts of ſuch 
a Bleſſing had given him, when theſe Dreams of 


future Happineſs were interrupted by the ſudden 
Alarm of an Invaſion from Abroad: The King, 


judging others by himſelf; would not give Credit 


at firſt to the repeated Advices of his Danger; con- 
ſcious of having injur*d Nobody, he believꝰd Nobo- 
dy would injure him; at the ſame Time he had par- 
ticular Liſts given him of the Nobility, and others, 
who were engag' d in the Deſign againſt him, all 
whoſe Perſons he had it in his Power to have ſecur'd, 
which might have prevented the Conſequences that 
follow' d; but he was perſuaded by thoſe, who be- 
tray d him, not to do ſo unpopular an Act, which 
would inflame the Nation more, and increaſe the ill 
Blood: Such Advice, upon ſuch an Occaſion, I be- 


lieve was neyer given, and, if given, never taken be- 
fore. Such was the Fatality attended this Prince, who 


in his Misfortunes ſeems very much to refemble the 


King his Father: They both ſtretch*d their Preroga- 
tives, when there was no Occaſion, and wanted the 


Reſolution to exert their legal Authority in their 
own Dan when ALL Was at Stake. 
Bur 
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Bü r it was not wa R the Defibng grew too 


viſible; the great Armament in Holland, at a Time 


of univerſal Peace, and ſuch vaſt Preparations for 


ſome conſiderable Expedition, which could not in 
Probability be defign'd for any other Place but Eng- 
land, were ſtronger Preſumptions of a deſign'd In- 


vaſion, than the Credit of thoſe who took ſo much 
Pains to deny it: To carry on this Deceit, the 
Dutch, by the moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations, affur'd 
the King's Miniſters at the Hague, that they defign'd 
nothing more than to preſerve an inviolable Friend- 
ſhip with their Maſter, and made the ſame Pro- 
teſtations by the Mouth of. their own Miniſter at 
London: How honeſt this Conduct was, their own 
Country-man, Grotius, can inform them; but it is 


no Wonder, if they follow*d not the Maxims of his 
Book, ina Country, where the Au thor had too 


much Merit to live with Safety. 


THe King, to aveidihs impending Storm, now 


took all the Meaſures that the Prudence of his wiſeſt 


Friends could ſuggeſt ; the Fellows of Magdalen 


College were reſtor*d, the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion 
broke, the Biſhops receiv'd into Grace, and all 
Proceedings that could be calld arbitrary or illegal 


diſown'd for the Future: But all theſe Precautions 


were in vain ; the People perſiſted in their Diſ- 


affection, which was kept up by the Artifices of 
his Enemies; by this Inſtance we may ſee contra- 


dicted a receiv d Axiom in Philoſophy, for here the 
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Effect ed tho' the Cauſe was 8 ſuch 


is the Differences. between political and natural 


Cauſes, 


Ar this Juncture, the Imperial and Spaniſh 
Miniſters, in the Court of England, renew'd their 


Sollicitations by repeated Memorials to perſuade the 
King to enter blindfold into a War with France, in 
Support of the Houſe of Auſtria; letting him know, 
by a Side-wind, that the Purſuit of ſuch, Meaſures 
could only defend him againſt the Danger that 
threaten'd: The Emperor, ſo long ago, had in 
his Imaginations ſwallow'd the Spaniſh Monarchy, 
upon the Improbability that ever that Auſtrian 


Branch ſhould have any Children: Upon this 


View alone he would now engage all Europe in a 


Confederacy to procure him the Succeſſion of a 


Crown, to which he had ſo dubious and controvert- 
ed a Title; but we have ſince ſeen the Juſtice of 
Heaven in diſappointing the Deſigns of unreaſonable 
Men, who will purſue their Ends by any Means, 
tho* never ſo unwarrantable: This Prince, who 
made no. Scruple to dethrone another, with whom 
he was engag'd. in the ſtricteſt Alliance, upon ſo 
remote a Proſpect as the Death of a Man young 
enough to be his Son, has now juſtly miſs'd his 


Aim, and by thoſe very Means, thro* which he 


hop*d to ſucceed; the Treaty of Partition has de- 
feated his Hopes, by giving to the Houſe of Bourbon 
the Spaziſo Monarchy, which would in Probability 
not have happen'd, if he had let that Prince, whom 
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he took fo much Pains to Aepoſe, ME fat ſtill 
upon his Throne. re io 


TAE King, in Anſwer to theſe Memorlals, told 
thoſe Miniſters, that, the French King having given 


him no juſt Cauſe of Complaint, he could not in 


Honour nor Conſcience violate the Peace bet 
them; that, as to the Suecceſſion of the 5 


Monarchy, he had no Right to decide that Title; 


that the Spaniards knew beſt their own Intereſt, and 
had Laws to direct them in this Affair; that, if 


the French King ſhould infringe the Treaty of Ni- 


meguen, he ſhould think himſelf oblig'd to ſupport 
his Allies, according to the Stipulations of that 
Treaty; but; as for entering into deeper Engage- 


ments than the Alliances already contracted, he 


thought he could not anſwer it to the Duty of the 
Truft repoſed in him, to involve his People in an 


expenſive War upon a Quarrel in which ae had no 


Intereſt. 


T iy ESE Remonſtrances, tho* ſupported by Rea- 


fon and Juſtice, made no other Impreſſion but to 


haſten the Reſolution of his Ruin: So dangerous 
it is for Men of Probity to act upon the Square with 


thoſe who have none. At the ſame Time, the 
King of France offer d the Aid of his Fleet and 
Troops; but this Prince, who was deſtin'd to be 
ruin'd by an Exceſs of Generoſity, refus'd all 


foreign Aſſiſtance, -relying on the Courage, and 
F idelity, of his own Army, which Qualities he had 
7 not 
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not the good Fortune to find in his 8 and 


ſome ſuperior een, tho” the reſt were generally 
faithful. | = 


THIS Conduct ſatisfactorily confutes the Sur- 
miſe of a French League, which made ſuch a Noiſe, 
and ſo much prejudiced the King, who was ſo far 
from being engag'd in any Alliance with that 


Crown, detrimental to his own Subjects or the reſt 


of Europe, that he would not permit the King of 


France to march his Armies to the Frontiers of 


Holland, as he offer'd, in order todivert the Dutch 


from this Expedition; ſo much was this Prince more 


tender of his Enemies than his own Safety. 


Ix the Beginning of Ohober, the Dutch Fleet ſet 


Sail for England. but meeting with a Tempeſt which 
obliged them to put back, they were forc'd to de- 


bark their Troops, having loſt ſome Horſes, which 
Misfortune they themſelves induſtriouſly magnified 


to blind and deceive the Enemy, as if they were in 


no Condition to renew the Attempt; but, ſoonafter 
refitting, they fail'd again with a fair Eaſterly 
Wind, and arriv'd in Torbay, where they fafely 
landed, without the leaft mn from the 


| Engliſh Fleet. 


SoMe few Hours after the Dutch Fleet had ſailed 
from Helver, a Fiſher-boat arriv'd at Scheveling, 


and brought Word to the Hague, that the Fleet was 


out at Sea with a fair Wind; upon which the Prin- 
Q q ” ceſs 
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ceſs of Orange gave immediate Order to leave out 
the Prayer for the Prince of Wales in her Chapel 
at Evening Service: This very much ſurpriz'd 
ſome People; as ſhe could have no Advice, or In- 
telligence, in ſo ſhort a Space of Time, to make her 
change her Opinion. If the. thought. him her 
Brother, when ſhe pray'd for him in the Morning, 
it was the Height of Injuſtice to diſown him in the 
Afternoon. If, on the contrary, ſhe believed him 
not to be her Brother, it was the greateſt Diſſimu- 
lation and Affront to God Almighty to recommend 
him as ſuch in the Morning : So that, take it either 
Way, it is impoſſible to excuſe that Princeſs from 
the Guilt of the laſt Imuſtice, or the laſt Hypo- 


criſy. 


THE King, upon the firſt Notice of the Deſcent, 
march*d his Army to Saliſbury, where the Hopes 
of Succeſs, which he might have juſtly drawn from 
the Number and Goodneſs of his Troops, were de- 
ſtroy*d by the Infidelity of his Generals and ſome 
other Officers, who were the moſt loaded with his 
Benefits ; ſuch a Scene of Ingratitude, never known 
before, will aſtoniſn Poſterity. Avarice, Diſcontent, 
and Ambition in all Ages and Countries have fre- 

quently burſt into open Rebellion, and eſpecially in 
England againſt the beſt of our Princes; but for 
Soldiers, who pique themſelves more than other 
Men on a Punctilio of Honour, to conſpire the 
Death of their King and General, and then deſert 
with his Commiſſion i in their Pockets, at the ſame 
Time 
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Time that they dipt in the ſame Diſh, is ſuch a 
Complication of Treaſons, ſomewhat ſo aſtoniſhing- 
ly perfidious, that no Hiſtory can furniſh another 
Example, and, to expreſs it, no Language a Name. 


E VERY Day bringing repeated Advices of freſh 
Deſertions, the King, not knowing whom to truſt, 
after being deceived by thoſe under the greateſt Ob- 
ligations of Fidelity, retreated to London, - after ha- 
ving eſcaped being delivered into the Enemies 
Hands, by an accidental Bleeding at his Noſe, which 
prevented his going to the Place, where the Miſ- 
creants had laid their Deſign of ſeizing his Perſon, 
and, in Failure of that, diſpatching him: On his 
Arrival in Town, he met the cruel News, that his 
Daughter Denmark was gone away to his Enemies; 
this was a Stroke, for which he was not prepar'd 
at firſt he ſeem'd Thunder-ftruck, till by Degrees 
the Conſcience of that paternal Indulgence, which 
he had particularly ſhewn all his Life to that Prin- 
ceſs, ſo aggravated his Grief, as to draw Tears 
from his Eyes, and give Vent to his Paſſion: Thus 
abandon'd by his Creatures, Favourites, Soldiers, 
and Children, he thought fit to conſult his Safety, 
by withdrawing his Perſon for a Time ; in order to 
which, having firſt ſent his Family before, he em- 
bark*d himſelf in the River for France; but, being 
ſtopp'd and intercepted in his Paſſage, was brought 
on Shore near Feverſham, where he was moſt inhu- 
manly treated by the Kentiſh Rabble, among 

whom, 
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whom, two famous Knights“ of that Country had 


the Honour to be ſupreme Commanders in this 


Inſult on diſtreſs'd Majeſty. 


N OTHING can TY a greater lage of the In- 


ſtability of human Greatneſs, than the preſent Cir- 


eumſtances of this Prince, compell'd to lie hid in a 


little Fiſher- boat, who had commanded ſuch mag- 
nificent-Navies, and fly for Safety through an Ele- 


ment, no leſs than twice adorn'd with his Triumphs, 
and the Theatre of his Glory ; and now at laſt re- 
proach'd, buffetted, and defiled with Spittle by the 


Scum of Mankind, who had received the Homage 


of + Princes, and been anointed on a Throne. 


Ox this Adventure, the King return'd to London 


from Feverſbam, the News of which gave no ſmall 


Mortification to his Enemies, who deſired nothing 


more than his Abſence to compaſs their Deſigns; 
but when they ſaw him return through the Accla- 
mations of his People, who teſtified an univerſal 


Joy upon this Occaſion, they began to form me- 


lancholy Proſpects of their Succeſs; this ohlig'd 


them to alter their Meaſures, and aſſume an Air of 
Authority unpractiſed before; a Meſſage was 

brought the King, when in Bed, by three Lords, at 
an unreaſonable Time of Night, to require him to 


leave his Palace and to retire to ſuch Place as ſhauld 
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JAMES HI. 303 
be appointed for him: The Nature of this Meſſage 
was not more ſurprizing, than the Choice of the 
Perſons employ' d to bring it, who, being all his 
own Subjects, and two of them very obnoxious by 
being in Arms againſt him, conſequently were not 
the moſt proper for ſuch an Errand, as might more 
decently have been perform'd by Dutchmen, whoſe 
Language, Addreſs, and Manners were r * 
ble to ſuch a Compliment. 


T uISã Incident 2 puts one in mind of 
the greateſt Action in the Life of Alexander, who, 
bred in the Ethics of Ariſtotle, could not fail to be 
inſtructed in all Principles of Generoſity and Hu- 
manity, by ſo great a Maſter; after that Battle, in 
which he took the Mother, Wife, and Children of 
Darius Priſoners, he thought himſelf oblig'd to 
comfort the Princeſſes in ſuch Diſtreſs, by a Meſ- 
ſage that micht give them Aſſurance of his Pro- 
tection; at firſt he pitch'd upon a Perſian Deſerter 
to carry this Compliment; but on ſecond Thoughts, 
reflecting that the Sight of a Renegade, who had 
betray' d Sardis in Lydia, and declared againſt his 
Maſter Darius, might probably diſturb the Ladies 
and raiſe their Horror, he recall'd the Perfian, and 
ſent a Greet with an Interpreter: This good Breed- 
ing, this Tenderneſs towards diſtreſſed Majeſty, is 
a more immortal Trophy of Renown to his Memo- 
ry, than having conquer'd ſo many Millions, than 
having pulled down the mighty Empire founded 
by — than Marching from the Banks of the 

Tbracian 
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7 bracian Boſpborus into the Bowels of India, and 


Sa me in Triu =_ to the Mou th of the Ganges. 


Upon this Meſſage, the King found birnſelf i in 


Circumſtances, which made it no longer diſputable, 


whether he ſhould retire, or no, eſpecially after the 


ill Uſage of my Lord Feverſham, who was put un- 


der an Arreſt, contrary to the Law of Nations, 


when, as an Ambaſſador, he brought a Compliment 


from the King to invite the Prince of Orange to 


St. James s. The Reader may have the Curioſity to 


know what was the Pretence for this indecent Beha- 


viour towards the King. My Lord Feverſham, being 


General, had preſumed ſome few Days before, with- 
out Leave from the Dutch, by King James's Com- 


mand to diſband King Fames's Army. After this, 
he juſtly apprehended that for the Future no more 


Regard would be ſhewn to his Perſon, than Autho- 


rity and Character; upon this Conſideration, his 


Enemies having taken upon them Acts of Regality, 
after having in vain offer*d to put himſelf, firſt into 
the Hands of the City, and afterwards the Biſhops, 
but rejected by both, he rather choſe Rocheſter than 
Ham, which was one of the Places appointed for 
his Reſidence, He was carried down the River in 


a very tempeſtuous Day, not without ſome Danger; 
and while the poor old King was thus expoſed to the 


Mercy of the Elements, and an actual Priſoner 


under a Guard of Dutchmen, that very Moment, 


his Daughter Denmark, with her great Favourite, 


both covered with Orange Ribbonds, in her Fether's 


own 
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FROM R. 27 he on SLE withdrew into 


France, by the Connivance of thoſe who thought 
it as much their Intereſt he ſnhould be gone, as he 


apprehended it inconſiſtent with his Safety to ſtay, 
having too juſt Reaſon. ro pe the faqs Exc 


with his Fathet, 7 0 CY 99 


THrvs inauſpiciouſly was this unfortunate Mo- 


narch, Fames the Second, drove from his Throne, 


too good a Man, to make what Machiavel and the 
World call a Wiſe Prince: However, it is certain 


if he had been of any other Religion, but what he 


profeſs d, or rather none at all, he would have been 
at leaſt as happy in this World, as moſt of his Pre- 


deceſſors, whatever might have ehe of * in, 
che ner. 8 Y eit ware 
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ON fince the Writing of theſe Ne- 

AIM fle&ions, there has appeared inthe 
World a celebrated Hiftory of the 
long Rebellion, written by my Lord 
= Clarendon, in which that Author hay 
done great Injury to the Royal Cauſe, as well as the 
King his Maſter, by his Partiality to his Enemies 
and Injuſtice to his Friends, even his moſt gallant 
and moſt faithful Servants, ſome of whoſe Characters 
he has treated with the laſt Diſingenuity : It is not 
impoſſible, but the World may be ſet right in Time, 
as to ſome of thoſe Matters, if it were only to take 
away a Handle from ſome Anniverſary Preachers 
on the goth of January, who, when they would 
palliate the Rebellion, excuſe the Parricides, and 
ſoften the Atrocity of the Fact, always in their Juſ- 
tification appeal to the Noble Hiſtorian. 


W uar 
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© "Wn a + Ones the reno wn 
ad of this Noble Hiſtorian, the db Few 
will ſatisfy the World; when Sir Fobn Granvill, 
afterwards Earl, df Bathy came from the Ning to 
the General, he bfought kink a Blank to pui down 
his own Conditions; which he generouſly refus d, | 1 
declaring he weuld make no Bargain with his Prince. | | 
After, they had ſettled the Aﬀair, and Sir Fobn ws | | 
Boeing awayy. the General-eall'Y him back; and told |] 
him, Couſin, I muſt break my Word, I promis d 1 
I would make no Batgarn Wich che King, But mut | | 
oblige him to oe Cdfiition, t Keep what has p4f'd ' 
| a Secret, and.cſpecially from two Perſons, who, of 
all Mankind myſt be the-laft who know it ) and 
then nam'd Sir Edward Hyde, and another: — 
Man, whom there is no NeeeMity-r> mentian. 


582 


Bur this is ciftdih, art knibWii t6 all; FO 45 
never ſo little accquainted v with the Hiltory of thoſe 
Times, that the King's Affairs in the Weſt were in | . 
the moſt flouriſhing. Condition, when this great 
Hiſtorian was ſent down te ſupetintend y but, by 
What Fatality I know mot, Me. Hyde was no fooh- 
er arrived in thoſe Parts, but the Chancellor of —_ | 
Exchequer ſet them all together by the Ears, un- | 
raved their Schemes, broke all their Meaſures, | 
and, in ſhort, ruin'd the Royal Intereſt im that | 
Part of the Kingdom, which ended in the _y | 


Deſtruction of the King, 
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